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GOING DOG WILD

A girl in my-class has a red Labrador Retriever and
last year he lost a tooth by biting a fake bone. She
has read MAD a couple of times. I suggested a new
name to her, Alfred E. Neuman, but she just stood
there and stared at me. Whenever I read MAD in class
now, she cries because her dog died. Once I taped a
picture of Alfred to a binder and she went home early.
You have to agree that Alfred E. Neuman is a good
dog name, right?

Nathaniel Ritter, Alberta, Canada

Ritter Bug — Yeah, Alfred E. Neuman
is a good name, but if you named your
dog that, no self-respecting pooch
would ever come when you
called him! —Ed.

DiGITaLyy REMASTEREp

READER ALERT I

Before Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions
and becoming MAD's Fold-in king, Al Jaffee
created a syndicated strip called Tall Tales.
Now collected for the first time, this book
contains the best ones from over 2,200 strips.
Those lucky readers who had their letters
printed will get a copy of Tall Tales courtesy
of our friends at Abrams Books.

COMIC
STRIPPED

Cartoonist Bill Bramhall
used MAD's own idiot
mascot, Alfred E.
1 Neuman, in a recent
%4 editorial for the New
York Daily News. HA,
HA, HA...that's hilari-
ous! No, seriously, the
entire world is screwed!

25 ACTION PACKED UNCUT
EPISODES ON 6 DISCS

INCLUDES THE ENTIRE GREAT SAIVAMAN
AND WORLD TOURNAMENT GAMES SAGAS

NEWLY REVISED ENGLISH
DIALOGUE WITH JAPRNESE AUDID

MARATHON PLAY SPECIAL FEATURES

“Dragon Ball GT is a fun ride”

- animenewsnetwork.com

MAKE A DuMB WisH
FOUNDATION™

For the past three years, while other boys our age spent
their Saturdays playing sports or hanging out with girls,
we have spent our time wisely sitting in the living room
reading MAD. However, last week something horrible
happened. We discovered that our friend, Ari, had gone
to the dark side. He stopped reading MAD! He has refused
to listen to reason and refuses to pick up another MAD
ever again. Please print our letter so he'll return to the
mag we know he loves! And do it as quickly as possible.
With every passing day he’s looking less and less like a
MAD reader and more like a handsome young man.
His acne and gut have almost disappeared. His grades
have skyrocketed and girls and boys deemed “popular”
and “cool” and all that nonsense, have invited him to
parties. How crazy is that? MAD readers should never
associate themselves with “cool” people and attend their
ridiculous parties. Who needs parties when you have MAD
and W.0.W. (World of Warcraft) at home? So our dumb
wish for this glorious MAKE A DUMB WisH FOUNDATION™
is for you to please, please print our letter before it’s too
late and he’s lost forever.

Zachary Weiner and Josh Kerdell, New York, NY
The Grass is Always Weiner and Kerdell and Whey —

Much like Nathaniel Ritter's friend's dog, Ari is in a better
place now. —Ed.

AVAILABLE N“v III“ 2"“8

INCLUDES TWO UNCUT MOVIES

IN ONE SET ON DVD

STUNNING 5.1 SURROUND SOUND
WITH ORIGINAL JAPANESE AUDIO

WEDDED DISS

My grandparents, Billy and Roberta Smith, just celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary and I, the Reverend Billy Hornby, performed their
re-wedding ceremony for them on New Smyrna Beach. MAD magazine
has been a part of my whole family’s life for the past 50 years, so I
included MAD in the wedding ceremony. I wanted to share the pictures
with you. Grandma and Grandpa Smith wanted to share a story with
you. In 1959, Grandpa Smith brought home a MAD for Grandma —
she had never read it before and in turn was hooked and loved it and
we all continue to read it today.

Reverend Billy Hornby, New Smyrna Beach, FL

Toot Your Own Hornby — Wow! Your grandmother has been hooked on MAD
for almost 50 years? That's incredible! More incredible still is that it is only
the third biggest mistake your grandmother has made in her life. The first one
was marrying your obviously deranged grandfather and the second one was
allowing her goofball grandson to perform the re-marriage ceremony! —Ed.
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THE RETURN OF
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THE ORIGINAL 35MM FILM
COLLECTIBLE METAL TIN
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STATES OF IDIOCY

As a longtime subscriber and proud
Delawarean, I was incensed at the letter
from Mark Guthrie in MAD #494 where
he says he's “not pathetic enough to
live in Delaware.” Maybe you double
mocha latte-sipping bozos in Washington
would just ignore a comment like that,
but them's fighting words here in the
First State. Nothing is more pathetic
than the NBA franchise-losing, raincoat-
wearing Canada-touchers that live in
Washington. You've been warned,
Guthrie. Don't mess with Delaware.

Kevin Lagowski, New Castle, DE

The Big Lagowski and Three’s A Stroud — Let's end this
feud right here and just agree that both Delaware and
Washington shouldn’t even be considered states! —Ed.

Well, I just happen to be a life-long
resident of the “First” state and have
been reading and collecting MAD for
over 30 years. Although I haven't played
the new MAD scratch lottery game, I
believe the guy from Washington should
scratch something else. Seeing how it
rains most of the time out there, he's
obviously a little “wet” behind the ears
and sounds like he was standing a little
too close to Mount St. Helens when it
erupted. Go play in a puddle, moron.
MAD rules!

John Stroud, Wilmington, DE

READER ALERT II
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What could possibly be better than
staring at a blank wall all year? How
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MAD cover each month? Well you can,
simply by making a date, running out
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the MAD 2009 calendar!
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READER ALERT III

Those who had their letters printed on this month’s Letters Page will receive
NHL2k9 for the Wii, courtesy of our friends at the National Hockey League.
For more info please go to nhl.com. You'll also receive the book Spanking Shakespeare,
courtesy of our friends at Random House. And if that wasn’t good enough, you'll
get From Krakow To Krypton: Jews and Comic Books written by MAD-writer
Arie Kaplan, courtesy of our friends at The Jewish Publication Society. If your letter

(CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS AND WRITERS
the usual gang of idiots

didn’t make it, go out and complete the hat trick, they’re all on sale now!

COMING UP IN MAD #497,
ON SALE DECEMBER 16!

THE MAD 20:
OUR YEARLY ROUND-UP OF THE
20 DUMBEST PEOPLE,
EVENTS & THINGS!

ARlE: HAZLAN.

Al

COMING UP IN
MAD CLASSICS #24,
ON SALE DECEMBER 16!

JAMES BOND MOVIES,
90210 Anp
THE RECESSION!

FOR SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS:
Go to the MAD website! All you need is your name
and zip code to renew, change your address, give
agift ipti your account nd
xpiration d: to request amissing issue. Just go
to www.madmag.com or call 1-800-4MADMAG (U.S.
and Canada only) or write to P.0. Box 421800, Palm
Coast, FL 32142-1800! Please DO NOT phone, write,
fax or e-mail our New York office — we're too dumb
to help you here!

HOW TO REACH US:

Please Address Correspondence To:

MAD, Dept. 496, 1700 Broadway

New York, New York, 10019.

Or e-mail us at letters@madmagazine.com

however,
fFaddressed,

Y
stamped envelope!
MAD doesn't read faxed submissions!

FAX MAD AT 212-506-4848!
VISIT OUR WEB SITE! MADMAG.COM

BobWayne p- sles
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STHE FUNDALINI PAGES

(SIGNS YOUR DAD LOVES FOOTBALL ) LEAST E-MAILED ARTICLES
MORE THAN YOUR FAMILY

806

Mail
L new + o Freoy S Repy Al (roward Priag - ot [ elete 453 Send & Receve
. e From %) (comains__18) e
> He opted to catch the fourth t!uarter S P —— )
of a45-17 Jets/Titans blowout instead AT 14 UK Studying GDP, GNP in EU, Says IMF Today 8:14 AM
of the birth of your little sister. TRACK YOUR W CatFancy Hires New Assistant Associate Editor Today 8:23 AM
! UR‘NE ol L\NE' )¢ Op-Ed: Why Crayola Should Reinstate Raw Umber Today 8:24 AM
4 Even for family photos, he refuses TR CKING! ¥4 Archie Comics to release The Best of Mr. Weatherbee  Today 8:47 AM
fo take off the cheesehead! \‘Ol[]q%ﬂBEK \S: ¥4 Namibia's Laundromats to go Smoke-Free Today 9:05 AM
« He's been dropping hints that, when 275169 7812113
the time comes, his will is going

/
to be heavily weighted towards fis i

BEFORE AND AFTER
s (| GROCERY PRODUCTS | )

Before

il « In the last three years, he’s moved the
family from Minnesota to Oakland to

New England, yet shakily insists it has

nothing to do with Randy Moss.

* He always complains it's “too cold”
to build a snowman with you — yet
goes to every Bears home game in
[ \ nothing but facepaint and a thong.
NS J

This is the

sixth time you've tried
on the galoshes! Just how
many times are you going

CONTROL-ALT-DELETED SCENES FROM
THE SEINFELD MICROSOFT ADS

After spending
five minutes with
this guy, it's clear that
Larry David was the
R REAL genius behind
Seinfeld.

Know what?
I'm just gonna go
ahead and buy

\_ the store!

Before there was... There was...

You know,
| think you're
right - between the
two of us we DO have
‘more money than
the Vatican!

And THAT is
how you bypass

One popularity-challenged
boy’s journey to self-respect
exual fulfillment.

Yes, they are
acouple of morons.
Now let's go to the
Apple Store!

never seen
Indecent Proposal.
Why do you
ask?




BTHE FUNDALINI PAGES
( THEFASTS )

WACKY AMERICAN LAWS

1 You can be jailed in Georgia for
wearing an orange jumpsuit.

A 1903 ordinance in Buffalo, NY states
that no professional sports team within
city limits may win a championship.

3 In Vermont, you may burn an American flag if you
add a 51st star or an extra stripe beforehand.

In South Dakota, two men may marry
each other, but only if one of them has
awoman's name, like Kelly or Tracy.

In Michigan, it’s illegal to take out money from
a bank unless you have an account there.

SOLUTION TO LAST MONTH’S
“MINI-MYSTERY”

The previously overlooked hair
fibers and bloodstains led Officer
Hendricks to one conclusion —
somehow, Mrs. Featherton had
taken an 80 mph running start and
thrown herself into the grille of her
husband'’s Bentley.

| NEXT MONTH: “The Stuttering Doorknob”! |

g  CELEBRITY o -
%,, | CAUSE-OF-DEATH .\’
4 BETTING ODDS _

Jr—

This Month
LIL WAYNE

Fatal depvessmn after reallzmg
there’s no room left on his face
to tattoo anything else...

Chokes to death on own grill
during corn-on-the-cob mishap....4:1

Infected cold sore from creepily kissing
rapper,“Birdman,” on the lips..........cousecuuncrunencns 10:1 |

Mauled to death by possums,
attracted by bling “shininess”......ccc.crumenncsiinns 15:1

Elected mayor of New Orleans, then assassinated for
vowmg to rename state ’Weezy ana” in hIS honor....900:1

o | S S J




6 EASY WAYS TO SUCCEED IN SCHOOL

I Simply showing up For class can drastically
improve your grade. Therefore always make
certain the teacher has taken attendance
and marked you present before sneaking out
the back door.

L'n Don't ignore your assignments. Devote
sufficient time each night to create a valid
excuse of why you didn’t do your homework.
Keep careful records so you don‘t repeat
the same excuse.

2 Organize your time. Set aside specific amounts
of time to sleep, relax, eat, watch TV, play video
games, surf the web, and talk with Friends.
Any time left after that should be devoted to
school work.

5 IF you're having trouble in class, ask questions.
For example, ask your teacher if his wife
knows about that young lady you saw him
eating dinner with the other night. Watch

. as your grades soar/

3 Writing down your goals helps you Focus on 6 Don't wait until the last minute to insure you'll

achieving them. Be sure to write them down in
pencil because it's easier to change your goals
than to achieve them.

get a passing mark. Start cheating immediately.

Darren Jc

Rick Tulk

YGEAR GIFTS =

EXCLUSIVE

GET YOUR FINGERS ON SOME TODAY!

., WITH ORDERS OVER $25

Enter MADGIFT
at chechout

GO TO FOR SPY VS SPY GEAR AND MUCH MoORE IS



@, HIP FLOP ARTIST DEPT.

Consider the amazing history of hip hop music. Hundreds of top performers! Thousands of beats! Tens of thousands
of songs! And strangely, just one recurring storyline! Why? Because the career arc of rap music superstardom has a
well-traveled groove — and let's just say it doesn't curve up at the end! For proof, check out...

wRISE —
—and A N,

Caﬂ Pringle is born in a happy home, in a friendly neighborhood, to parents who love him dearly.
For the sake of his “art” he will never utter a word about this for the rest of his life.

Carl's career gets off to a less than auspicious start
when a YouTube video of him rhyming over a sample own but not defeated, Carl moves on to his next project: with just a
of the Care Bears theme song fails to catch on. e camcorder, he makes a new video. In classic hip hop style, it features

a naked woman wiggling her ass behind opaque glass. His grandmother is
NOT pleased.

0| O ot7/451 | od| B0

10 WRITER: DESMOND DEVLIN ARTIST: HERMANN MEJIA



.A( an open mic night, Carl busts off a tongue-twisting

freestyle of 18 syllables per second, breaking the world esperate to make it in the rap game at any cost, Carl signs a nut-

record. Sadly, halfway through the word “appendectomy,” busting contract giving away 100%%o of the ownership of his masters

he almost swallows his retainer. —————  and royalties to XX-Ploitation Records, exclusively binding him to them for
the next 40 years. Having sold his own ass into contractual bondage, it
makes it a tad ironic when Carl starts rapping about “them hoes." e—

X-Ploitation Records lands Carl a high-profile background
cameo in the new Lil Wayne video. Unfortunately, because of n a savvy move to build his street cred, Carl adopts the moniker
all the other guest cameos, no one is aware he's even in it. ex— “Yung Carl,” and is sure to mention in every interview that he was
g Z gk d | “shot twenty times when he was 17.” He is also sure not to mention
that this happened while he was playing Halo 2. cos——————




the IR NSE) ana A IL 1,

Yung Carl makes a video for his first single, “Snap It, Crackle It, Pop It.” Models are hired to rub against him and
pretend they're horny. Bentleys, bling, and bubbly are all rented for the set. Carl wears a borrowed silk designer
shirt he'll never see again, while repeatedly rapping about “keeping it real.”

A‘ter the video flops, Carl decides to switch creative gears.

Influenced by other rappers' collaborations with singers arl's third single, “Drop It Like It's 12," sells just one copy online, but
T- and Akon, both of whom scored hits by recording 'the purchase is made by Bill O'Relilly’s assistant's daughter. The song,
vocals in a high-pitched vocoder “robot™ voice, Carl goes into  an ode to prepubescent love that rhymes “Hermione™ with “luscious hiney,”
the studio and boldly applies a half dozen clothespins to his  and “That's So Raven” with “completely shaven” soon comes to O'Reilly's
crotch. Not only does he fail to produce a hit, but he forever attention and he rants about it on his show. Thanks to the publicity gen-
ruins his chances to father a child. e ————————  crated by outraged Fox News viewers, sales of the single skyrocket.

B - S

Suddenlg Yung Carl is a media sensation! The new video fol

Like It's 12" features a storm of dollar bills with Carl's face raining down one of those moving, “passing of the torch” moments

on him while he's wearing a sleek snakeskin suit and playing poker with a at only rap music can provide, Ja Rule gives Carl tips

bethonged woman's silhouette in the shiny “hallway of the future." Despite on his “flow” and on how to handle overnight success.

using so many outdated hip hop clich&s, it becomes the biggest video of And Carl gives Ja Rule a valuable tip, too, for getting the

the year and is so hot that MTV even shows it twice. pizza to his house in under 30 minutes. e——— ———
\ ! i 5 §




iding high, Yung Carl launches a multimedia company, Microhard.
He spends the next chapter of his life developing films, launching Evergthing collapses on Carl. His albums collect dust
clothing lines, selling bottled juice, marketing video games, launching a

publishing house, endorsing upscale watches and opening sports bars
and strip clubs. The only thing that hurts his image as the “ultimate rap

in discount bins. His merchandising deals are nixed.
His embittered fan base calls him a sellout. Even “Weird Al"

Yankovic starts ducking his phone calls. c—————
mogul” is that he completely forgets to record any rap music. ee— P

ang Carl's meteoric rap career is over, but he had a phenom-
enally long run for a hip hop artist: almost ten months. While
his star was shining brightly, he made over $30 million. After his
record company, music publisher, agent, manager, lawyers and

handlers take fair shares, Carl is left with a complimentary promo
copy of his first record (minus the plastic CD case).

week later, Carl appears in a tribute graffiti mural of fallen

rap heroes, but his face is almost entirely blocked out by Biggie's
" ¥ Ly -

Carl refuses to give up. While filming an ill-timed video response
'to Rihanna's year-old “Umbrella

single, tragedy strikes. Carl
impales himself on a beach umbrella, which then repeatedly opens

and closes inside his sternum. “Yung" Carl Pringle was 22 years
old. Not to imply that rap music fans are fickle, but after his death
is announced, Google hits for Carl's name soar to almost a hundred.

ass.




@ RUMINATIONS WITH A VIEW DEPT.

It is truly amazing that Deal or No Deal has become
such a it combines all the fun of statistical
probability analysis with all the excitement of
numbered luggage. And no one knows the tedium
of America’s new favorite game show quite like the
26 Deal or No Deal models, who on an exciting
day get to both smile and open up a briefcase.
With so little to do up there, those models’ minds
must wander a lot. That's why we want to know...

I hope | didn't
get the case with
the sticky latch
again.

Making us all
wear the exact same dress
is one thing, but the exact
same thong? Now the
producers are just screwing
with us!

Jesus Christ, a
@#! Cramp!

| hate these
dresses! Yesterday while
taking a shower | found sequins
in places there should never
be sequins!

the values of the remaining suitcases

NO DEA.L | MODELS
ARE THINKING

for acting classes
paid offl Look at me!
I'm on the
top step!

Number
sixteen! Is it
so hard to say,
“Number sixteen!
| want to open number
sixteen!” Oh come on,
I'm going to be
here forever!
My feet are
killing me!

Should | tell #18
that the mole on the back
of her neck has changed colors
since the season started?
Hmmm...what to do,
what to do?

Howie's soul patch
reminds me — | need
to make a waxing
appointment!

I can't
believe this counts
towards my court-mandated
community service!

| sure hope
my job doesn’t
get outsourced
to India.

Let's see,
on my résumé | won't say
Deal or No Deal model —
I'll say Financial
Valise Manager!

Must. Resist.
Urge. T
Pick. Nose.

Heh heh
heh...silent
but deadly!

| were
number 15. Who was
it that sang
“Just Like Heaven"?
Was it The Cure? It sounds
too happy to be The Cure.
Maybe it was The Pet
Shop Boys...No, | think
itwas The Cure.

®
| haven't

lined up with this
many girls since that
wet t-shirt contest
in Tijuana!

Thank God
for this gig. I'll
never have to hear
from Client no. 9
again!

Tee hee! Little do
they know | switched
with #6 and I'm just holding
her briefcase
upside-down!

To think mom
said all my binging
and purging would

never pay offl

Whew!
Thank God for
“Depends”!

Here | am —
model #4..maybe | don’t
have to go through with that
last step in the sex change
after all...

| wish they'd
give us funny names
like American Gladiators.
| want to be
“Modelio”!

| wonder how long
before this show creates demand
for a new internet-porn genre called
girl on girl on girl on girl on girl on girl on girl on
girl on girl on girl on girl on girl on girl on girl
on girl on girl on girl on girl on girl on
girl on girl on girl on girl on
girl on girl on girl?

The expected value
of your suitcase is the sum of

divided by the number of remaining

suitcases. If the offer is greater than

the expected value, take the offer.
It's easy, you moron!

WRITERS: ROSS GARMIL AND MATTHEW A. COHEN



eus was a big old Clydesdale we used

mostly as a plow horse. Once in a while,

wed sell“pony” rides on him but he

never liked it and would try and throw
the kids or crush them up against the corral
fence. He wouldn’t let anyone ride him except
my brother, Abner. He loved Abner.

In the town where I grew up, there were two
funeral homes. One was Gilmore’s, which was
the fancy one. They had all sorts of high falutin’
features like a sidewalk and a sign that lit up at
night and blinked. And the other, a bit out of
town, was Feckelman’s. That was ours. We ran
it out of our dining room. We tried to do the
right thing and save decent folk money. Do
the dead really need to have clothes on to be
buried? Pa didn’t think so. Do you really need
an all-wooden pine box with a bottom and a top

when cardboard would do? And do yotrreally
need a state license to run a funeral business?
None of us believed that for a minute.

So we had the farm, the funeral parlor and the
“pony”rides. But we were always getting sued
by people who were trying to keep good folk like
us down and the lawyer bills were piling up.

I'll never forget the summer we almost lost
the farm. Pa, Abner and me were thinking
how we could get some money when Zeus
sauntered over and tried to crush Pa and me
against the corral fence. He was always doing
that. But Abner said Zeus was trying to tell us
something. Then we all remembered the county
fair was coming. The first prize to the winner

of the steeplechase was $5,000! Just the
amount we needed!

It was a long shot. Clydesdales aren’t known for
their speed. But it was the only chance we had,
50 Abner and Zeus went into training. But just
a week before the big race, Zeus crushed Abner
to death against the corral fence. Apparently
he didn’t love Abner as much as I thought.

So Pa and I came up with a new plan. Since no
one else could ride Zeus but Abner, instead of
burying him, we decided to duct tape him to
Zeus. Considering how much lighter he’d be
because of not eating in a week, Zeus would
have a better chance of winning the prize money.

But on the day of the big race we discovered
Zeus wanted no part of this. He got real
spooked when we took Abner out of the Hefty
bag and tossed him up on his back. As much as
Zeus loved Abner, he didn’t seem any too happy
to see his old pal again. We had to stake him
down while we taped Abner on. We went
through sixteen rolls of duct tape that morning.

When the race started, we cut the ropes and
Zeus took off like lightning. I never imagined
Zeus could go that fast. It was a ten mile race
through woods, across streams and over
fences, fields and meadows. It was his race all
of the way. When they crossed the finish line,
Abner was bouncing around like a big rag doll.
We shoulda used more tape. There was no

gathering in the winner’s circle ‘cause Zeus
just kept on running.

It was days before Zeus finally showed up.
He still had a lot of tape on him but no sign
of Abner. We're guessing he gave Abner a
proper burial off in the woods somewhere.
He then came over to Pa and me and again
tried to crush us into the corral fence.

Then Pa and I got the same idea: with all the
dead folks we been burying, we could probably
make jockeys out of them all. Heck, with enough
duct tape, anybody could ride Zeus. That’s what
Zeus was telling us in his excitement as he kept
slamming us into the corral fence.

Pa went to get a race schedule and I went for
the shovel and some garbage bags.“Thank you,
champ!”T said to Zeus from the other side of
the fence. He started kicking towards me but

T knew it was just his way of saying, “You're
welcome, brother of Abner. Now let’s get out
there and win some races. I'm ready.”

And he was. He went onto be State Steeplechase
Champ for two years running. And though he
never stopped at the finish line and got the
flowers in the winners circle, it was probably
just as well in case they had some dumb rule
about dead people winning horse races.

— Cooter Smiff, age 23










@ RALL TALES DEPT.

THIS IS THE 3% TIME YOU SKIPPED
MATH CLASS. IT'S TME TO UP THE
STAKES. I'M SENTENCING YOU TO
SATURDAY SCHOOL. i

PERIODS
CLOSER
TO DEATH

% Eﬁ% E

=T |

) ; : 2 \ =,
' i /Avl

Ve ‘ky ('
WHAT THEN YOU'LL || WAIT-ARE YOU TELLING ME. THAT
HAPPENS || OWE METWO || IF 1 SKIP THEM ALL I'LL OWE
IF 1 SKIP FOR THE |sT YOU ONE BILLION, SEVENTY-THREE

ONE YOU
MISS, FOUR

FOR THE NEXT
ONE, ETC.

SATURDAY
SCHOOL?

SESSIONS ?

MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-ONE
THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED AND
TWENTY-FOUR SATURDAY SCHOOL.

JUST DO THE MATH! 2 TO THE 30™ POWER
EQUALS ONE BILLION, SEVENTY-THREE
MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-ONE
THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOUR,
WHICH WE'D NORMALLY DWIDE BY 52 —EXCEPT
THAT THERE ARE ONLY 30 SATURDAY SCHOOL
SESSIONS N A YEAR.

s

YOU MIGHT WANT TO USE
A CALCULATOR—-I'LL BE
BACK TO CHECK YOUR
MATH NEXT WEEK.

WRITER AND ARTIST: TED RALL




ADVERTISEMENT

When a cataclysmic force
merges conquerors from two universes,
conflict is inevitable.
Kombat forces friends to fight,

worlds to collide and

unlikely alliances to be forged.

¢ Choose your kombatant
¢ Utilize signature attacks
¢ Experience all-new fighting mechanics

¢ Immerse yourself in the single player mode

YUU J'SLJUL—U ¢ Fight in all new arenas

l/ y_l_l \J:! * Take the battle online

[extIDCNATION ita
43898 forDetails!

* Developed with top writing talent




WHICH SIDE WILL YOU CHOOSE?

Klose Kombat s Y .
o A - %A B
LS - AA, s’i;nature Movess  h %
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& POWERED BV
> gamespy.

iy @ xBOX 360 =

PLAYSTRTIOr.S

KDITHTIQ In November

WORLDSCOLLIDE. COM
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ADVERTISEMENT

JMI YOU KOULD
SUEEPSTAKES WI N!

Lhoose your way in to win:

Text DC NATION to 43892 or
enter online at dcsweeps.com

ONE GRAND PRIZE
WINNER WILL RECEIVE:

¢ Original piece of custom comic book artwork
¢ One-year subscription to choice of three OC Comics titles
¢ Absolute edition of Batman: The Long Halloween
* MK vs. OC Universe Kollector’s Edition videogame

e TEN 2ND PRIZE WINNERS
* FIFTEEN 3RD PRIZE WINNERS

NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN
THIS SWEEPSTAKES. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING.

Entrant need not be present 1o win. Sponsor: DC Comics, 1700 Broadway. New York, NY 10019. One (1) grand prize winner willreceive: One (1) custom comic cover original piece of artwork framed: One (1)
year subscription o premiere DC Comics Teen and/or Adut comic book titles; One (1) DC Gomics select Absolute Edition (DC); One (1) Kollectors Edition of the MK vs. DGU videogame from Micway. Five
(5) First Prize Winners will each receive: One (1) Koflector's Edition of the MK vs. DCU video game. Ten (10) Second Prize Winners will receive: One (1) copy of the Standard Ediion MK vs. DCU Video Game.
Fifteen (15) Third Prize winners will each receive: a Midway t-shirt and a poster. Total approximate retal value for all prizes: $1,810,00, Odds of winning depend on aumber of eligible entries received. To
enter the Sweepstakes, you must be 13 years of age or older and a legal permanent resident of the 48 contiguous United States. Employees of DC Gorics, Midway Amusement Games, LLC, Time Warner,
Inc., Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc., Warner Bros. Advanced Digital Services, and each of thei respective parent; el iMlles,subsilarosdiisons, and aertaing and promotonal agences and
their respective officers, directors and agents and the immediate family members and living in the same Void in Puerto Rico and where profibited by faw, Winners
a rosponsiefo all fsderl Stte, lcal and ol 1505, SwoepStakes baginsat 120001 am: PST on Ociober 29,2008 ad i 1115935 o.m. PST on December 31, 2008. Eniiss subject o the
Official Sweepstakes Rules. For the complete Official Sweepstakes Rules, prize and entry information, 9o to wwiw.desweeps.com.




ANGSTER 'S PARADISE DEPT.

theN e

THEYRE "
SAYING THE
STORM COULD
DESTROY

WOW! LIKE A
PERMANENT
MIDNIGHT!

WRITER: ANTHONY BARBIERI ARTIST: TOM FOWLER COLORIST: CARL PETERSON



WE FIRST OFF,
WOLILD HAVE — TANGO AND
IF DAD HADN'T CASH 15 A SECONDLY,
CLASSIC. 15 THAT A
Z KNOW.
I CAN BARELY
HEAR YOU. IT’S
WONDERFUL!

FLINNY.
NOW OPEN THE.
R. TS
GETTING W/NDY
OUT HERE.

DON'T WE WANT TO
BRING U ANY OF THe

COME IN,
GOOD BUDDIES,
L
DOWN, SHE'S A BIG
gé%g/f‘i COMING. OVER.

ER.
WITHOUT BEING
MONITORED.




Hl, FOLKS,
TM EUGENE,
FROM

FOR SCHOO.
GLESS NOW THAT I'M
GONNA D/E, T DON'T

HAVE TO.

AND
THOSE BULLIES
FROM SCHOOL ARE
PROBABLY FLOATING
FACE DOWN
" RIGHT NOW.

YES. IT
DEVASTATED YOUR

N 5
EXCEPT FOR A COLPLE
LUCKY HOUSES, 50 WHAT
LIKE YOURS. = WILL HAPPEN
TO ALL THOSE
DESTROVED

GIVE ME THAT
AXEZ// T HAVE A
HOUSE TO
WRECK/




MILLIONS OF TREES
GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THESE BOOKS.
DON'T LET THEIR DEATHS BE IN VAIN!

Over 200 Spy Vs. Spy
strips, many in full color,
by Peter Kuper! Plus a
complete collection of rare
Spy Vs. Spy newspaper

\ strips, Spy Vs. Spy Jr.,
and much, much more!
Written by former MAD
Editor David Shayne

. Virtually every

Published by

Watson-Guptill MAD Star Ware

Publicati article! Chock full
of ions and

ON SALE

\ behind-the-scenes
. Now! memories from both
N‘{“v MAD artists and writers
‘3 N and Lucasfilm veterans.
Written by MAD Senior
Editor and former Lucasfilm
lackey Jonathan Bresman.
Published by Del Rey Books.

ON SALE NOW!

\\"‘“,,;“f/

Savor the final days of a failed presidency
by reading this hard-hitting satiric collection
of articles on George W. Bush — the worst
President since...well...Clinton!

= AD's
ON SALE NOW!

WiTTEy gy )

ATH,
FOREWORp g, “on EBRESMAN

A Deluxe 2-Volume Special
Edition containing every work
Don Martin created for MAD
over the course of 30 years!
With a foreword by The

Far Side creator Gary Larson
ONTHE and tributes to Martin from
A "‘"“:“’"ﬂ‘ MAD’s Usual Gang of Idiots!
2““5&\\5‘ pRcs More than 1,000 pages — count 'em!
Published by Running Press.

ON SALE NOW!

MAD and all related characters and indicia are trademarks
of and © 2007 E.C. Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



wll “hear it all?
In fact, here are some..

heir ignorance.

HRASE ME, BRO DEPT.
evemually yo!
and cling to

It's been said that if you live long enough,
ople resist change

pon’t pelieve it! Most pé! pl

Sir, it was obviously
iour own stupidity that

1 finally realized what 2 nuisance
've been and stopped rwarding all
those crappy emal

jdent and there’s
unds

WRITER: DARREN JOHNSON

Excuse me,
like 2

il jokes to you. ¢
P

I'd rather
not discuss this < Q| |
4 We got ourselves
into this mess an we're not going
to allow the federal govelnmen
to bail us out.

}\\'ﬂ =l
/
:"\‘\f— a(

" ml.
)

OINg Pl tell you —
7 ids today have
These moﬂva\wnal
osters changed MY life. harder than et
They're really inspira!ional'. 3

ACHIEVEMENT |
REACH FoR THE STARS
Wow, these seats in
Economy Class are SO comfy, | slept
through the entire flight!

$3a gallon?
it, 'm walking
shows that 1o the mall!

The x-ray
You vyon‘t

your back is fine.
need to




& JOKE AND DAGGER DEPT.

WRITER AND ARTIST: PETER KUPER
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B 1N BLOG WE TRUST DEPT. 4

Planet TAD!!!!

@ http://www.galaxyo’blogs.com/planettad

Pant AP

[10 November|04:22pm]

Today there was an oral pop quiz in Civics, and I kind of forgot to do any of the reading. Mr. Davis went around the room, asking each of us
to stand up and answer a question. My question was, "List three ways the American system of government differed from a parllamenta_ry
system." I told Mr. Davis that the answer really depended on how you defined "system," "government" and "parliamentary,” and lhat while
some people might say the American system is very different from a parliamentary system, others would say that it's not very different at
all, especially when you compare both of them to a system that's extremely different from both of them, so really, it's all relative and
subjective. Then I sat down.

Mr. Davis asked me to stay after class. I was sure he was going to tell me that I'd gotten an F on the quiz. But instead, he said that

1 should consider joining the school's debate club, because my ability to talk for a solid minute without actually saying anything was
really impressive. He said it was a real gift to talk and talk without knowing anything. Plus, he said, it might help me on my college
application, after I flunk Civics. And then he laughed.

Mr. Davis has a weird sense of humor sometimes.

[10 November|10:03pm] {11 November|06:41pm]

I was flipping around on cable tonight, and I caught A
a glimpse of this weird movie in which Zac Efron goes
around New York City, shooting muggers. It was so
bizarre that I wound up watching the whole rest of the
movie, and then the credits rolled and I realized that it
wasn't a Zac Efron movie at all — it was The Brave One,
starring Jodie Foster,

So, after school, I went to the debate club's adviser, Mrs. Winter, to ask
about what the club is like. But as soon as I started asking about it, she
got all excited. She said I was joining just in time, since right now, the
club only has four members, but a team needs to have five members in
order to compete with other schools, so thanks to me, we'll be able to
compete in the district debate tournament later this month.

I kept trying to tell her that I wasn't really sure about joining, but she
just kept talking like I'd already agreed to be on the team, and by the
time I left her classroom, she'd already had me sign an entry form for
the tournament. It was weird — it's like she totally ignored what I was
saying and just kept on talking until I did what she wanted.

Aw, crap. 1 just figured out why Mrs. Winter's in charge of the debate club.

1 think it's a pretty
understandable mistake.

" [12 November|05:30pm] [19 N
Today was my first day in debate club. It started R
a little rough — we had a practice debate, and Mrs.
Winter said, "Resolved: America should switch to a
flat tax." So I said, "OK." And then there was a long,

:19pm]

Well, I've been on the debate team a week
now, and I think I'm actually getting pretty

awkward pause, and then she said, "Um, you're
supposed to debate that." And I said, "Why? It's
already been resolved." And she said, "That's not
what resolved means." And I said, "Well, isn't the
definition of 'resolved' open to interpretation?" And
she said, "No, seriously, stop it." And I said, "Define
'it'." And she said, "No." And I said, "Then I win."

I thought I was doing really well, but apparently,
that's not how debates work.

good at it. I practiced today with Chuck,
on the subject "Resolved: Aquaman is
lamer than Sub-Mariner." First I argued for
Aquaman being lamer, and I won. Then I
argued for Sub-Mariner being lamer, and
1 won again. (The truth, of course, is that
they're equally lame. I mean, they're

SUB-MARINER:
ALSO LAMER

superheroes who hang out with fish — it's AQUAMAN:
not like either of them is the cool one.) LAMER

[20 November|08:53pm]

s

The big debate tournament's tomorrow, and I gotta say, I'm looking forward to it, if only because once it's over, maybe my friend
Chuck will stop making jokes about me being a "master debater." It kind of stopped being funny after the first hundred times.

[21 November|05:26pm]

and I was so distracted that I missed it.

Today was the debate tournament. I got there a little early, and spent some time talking to the captain of one of the other teams,
West Bloornfield High School. Her name's Beth, and she looks like Scarlett Johansson, only hotter. It turns out we agree on a lot of stuff.
(We both like Firefly, we both want to own helper monkeys, and we both want to punch Criss Angel in the face). So I was a little
nervous when the tournament began, and it turned out I was debating against her. And I got even more nervous when they announced
the topic, which was "Resolved: We must take immediate action to stop global warming," because we just finished a whole month of
studying that in science class, so I knew a lot about it.

But then Beth whispered, "Good luck — whichever of us wins, I still want to hang out," and passed me her phone number.

I really wanted to impress her, so I argued as hard as I could about how bad global warming is, and how important it is to reverse it,
and about, like, polar ice caps and hybrid cars and all that kind of stuff. After I finished, Mrs. Winter said I'd done a really good job

of explaining why we need to fight global warming. Then she told me that I was supposed to argue AGAINST fighting global warming.
The OTHER SIDE was supposed to make the argument for it. I guess they explained that right around when Beth gave me her number,

Anyway, we lost the debate — one of the judges told me it was the first time he'd ever awarded someone negative points. When I
talked to Beth afterward, she seemed really disappointed in me. Then she sent one of her friends over to ask for her number back.
Afterward, Mrs. Winter asked me to leave the team. She said that I'd just given the most humiliating performance by any debater,
ever. I said that that was debatable. And she said, "No. It isn't."




HTER{SIDE

We tamper with
classic Dave Berg strips,

Ve Really? 's a bi isie Yes, all those
ee deciced to Y _Really? Thats  big decision! S even though nobody

Z I
retire at the. Don't you feel you'll be missing
something rewarding from your asked us to —

life if you give up teaching? jig :

e ol especially not Dave!
\ /A

S

I've decided to ; . Re&'i"y? That's Plljust
retire at the end of r a big decision! Don’t £ miss tradi 2
y : adi Especiall
e aementen] you feel you'll be missing for paslsni%gsex Wiiithe S'Z's'
something rewarding from grades!
your life if you give -
up teaching?

‘matter how many times |
tell myself 'm not going to

lose weight! You've pizzal and order
actually gained weight absolutely ‘one, | always end up calling!
since your last visit! ‘What can | do to stop t?

Kaplulnik, you I can’t
pro!nlsed me you help it, Doctor! Order one
were going to lose weight! It's the pizza! from Domino’s —
You've actually gained 1 have absolutely that'll cure ya!
no resistance




Why? What's
sodifferent

feel so out of place in this I have this ter-
5 about you?

X le feeling of

eighborhood! It's like | can't bl i
Cut the mustard ... keep in ‘not belonging!
... or conform to the norm!

| hate this
neighborhood!

What's wrong
with it?

My husband

keeps trying to have
sex with our neighbor
and her mother! /

Well, it looks like you two certainly
had a wonderful vacation! But I've
got an early moming appointment,
so I'm afraid we can't stay to see.
the rest of your photos!

-
Well, it looks
out of my mind! like you two certainl,

Say something to get had a wonderful vacation!
us out of here! But I've got an early morning
appointment, so I'm afraid we

can’t stay to see the rest

of your photos!

great shots of the two

of you screwing in

the backseat of
your car!




‘Bartender, 1d like to spend
some real quality time
with my kids tonight!

| appreciate
the offer,
barkeep...

most

¥ She must e worlds
X boring guy! Every time Im with her
¢ | can never think of anything to
% say! | like her a lot, but F1l
.  never call her for a date again!

let one rip! Now my
date’s gonna think
1 farted!

But | brought
money for my drinks,
50 | won’t need to
“work something out”
with you.

silent but
deadly!




& AND A CHILD SHALL READ THEM DEPT.

The past eight years under the Bush
administration have been a smorgasbord
of scandal, lies, greed, torture, war and
improper grammar. Any sane parent
would want to shield their children from
the ugly events that have unfolded,
(especially if they voted for Bush). At
the very least, however, children need a
sense of history to prevent such disasters
from happening again. But how do you
present this dark history in such a way
that it doesn’t turn kids suicidal? Simple.
If you filter it through kiddie lit, even the
debacle that was the Bush presidency
becomes appropriate for all ages!

Here's MAD's guide to...

N\

IOJEXP

HE? A

WRITER: DAVID SHAYNE




The Taking Tree
by Smell Silverstein

Once there was a tree...
and she loved

alittle boy

named George.

«ree,” George said one day-

“We're going to War.
So1 need money.
lot of money” 4
said the Tree.
“Why don’t ¥¢
branches and take
You can sell those
and you will be at W

u climb my
ke some apples?
e ,»
o e you will be happy:

George climbed the tree. i
And shook the apples.

And shook and shook and shook

Until he shook out $500 billion worth of apples.
“Wars are expensive!” said the Tree.
“Don’t worry,” said George.

“Once the Iragis start pumping o, the war will
pay for itself.

And I can give you your apples back.”

S0 the Tree was happy.




Alittle later, George came back.
“Tree,” he said. !
“We’ve got enemy. combatants,”
said George.

“And we need to employ £
enhanced interrogation 1
techniques I
“1 only have branches,” said the |
Tree.

“Yes, and your branches would \

make excellent waterboards.”
said George.

So George got to work with his
chainsaw-

S had had a lotof practice. |
cutting wood on his vacations

in Crawford.

And the Tree was happy- |

George came back again

“Come, Geor

» George. Come cli | 4 I
the Tr climb my trunk.” | M,

the Tree said. ly trunk, | ly trunk would make fine coffins,”

1 Yes, there’s no i | said the Ty

{ A S 1o time for that,” Tee. i
| T've got 4,000 de: at,” George sai So George ci

N & ad s said. rge cut dow -

a8 | e e n the Tree’s trunk. I

And even thou,
: igh shy
soldicrs, the Tree was ‘;:;;;d for all the dead

George came back again:

“Tutms out we Were wrong about the Tragioil |
paying for the war,” he said.

“f am sorry” said the Tree- \
“You took my apples: {
You took my branches.
You took my trunk.

1 have nothing left to give:
‘All that's left is a stump.”

8 “That's okay.” said George

e !
/e’re gonna drill under you for oil!”




The Little Engi

¥ ‘ ngineer
et That Couldn’
P~ by Snotty Griper

<0, A,

food and first aid supplies, baby

Ding-dong, ding-dong. The little train sat on the tracks, Tinging FEMA was full of ice and water,
her bell. She was a happy litte train, filled with all kinds of formula and clothes and even portable trailers — everything @
ed by disaster victim could ever want.

useful goodies. Her name was FEMA, and she was own

a man named George.

FEMA needed 4
i an engineer,
Brownie if , 50 George asked
s if he 2.hought he could do the job. Ba clo\fvn named
an. I think I can. I think I can.” job. Brownie said, “I

One day, N

A rr);;mn:wl(:);lleans“ found out they were going t i

by Huricane Katrina. “Oh pleae, Brownie. W o
elp us evacuate?” they cried. LA




-

e i st

NS TSNS
TS TIREE L

& s he’d

— ive the train, in fact

ie didn’t know how to drive i ade
: B e e foaly made
ok 1d drive the train and never ever driven 2 late! The city was destroy

asked Brownie if he could d k I can. I think T it to New Orleans, it was too d melted.
- Gshorge vacuate. Brownie said, “I thin : It was a disaster. Even the ice ha
help them e e
can. 1 think I can.

George then asked Brown
situation and distribue s
can. I think I can. I think

e 1;{“ he ;ould take control of the But Brownie didn’t bring ne
;Jpp ies. Brownie said, I think couldn’t distribute them
can. actually getting worse, Peg
L]

arly enough supplies and
quickly enough. Things were
ople were dying.

inking you can
s learned that lh_m
i George said, “Heck of a And that’s when New Oﬂeap:eing able to do it are two very
1yes ehiroUstiE s e thag ewn%e Heck of a job, do something and actually
job, Brownie. Heck of a job, Bro e
Brownie.”




Failing Up

by Smell Silverstein

FAILING UP

When I screw up
Or make a mess
It has no effect
On my success.
1 just get more
The worse I do.

Don’t you wish
Life’s like that for YOU?

THE 2000 ELECTION

When your popular vote comes up a little short
It’s nice to get an assist from the Supreme Court.

IS OUR CHILDREN LEARNING?

At Andover Prep, there was no time for reading —
George was too busy with his cheerleading.

And all he could do in class was fail

But still, his dad got him into Yale.

While at that school, he did not work at all.

He just got drunk and played baseball.

And that’s pretty much how his young life was spent
And somehow this jerk became President?

207

Available: -



» °
'NAM! e

Little Georgie never went to ’Nam to serve
He hid down in ’Bama, safe in the Reserve,
4 And you don’t need to be a genius to correctly
4 observe

) That it takes a heck of a lot of nerve

For him to send kids to Iraq with such verve,

Phonel

THE LOWLIGHTS (GACK!)

The 9-11 attack

The War in Iraq

Sending soldiers into battle
With no armor for flak.

The Patriot Act

Detainees on the rack

Not having the balls

To give Rumsfeld the sack

No diplomatic tact

The economy out of whack

A pretzel got stuck

In his intestinal tract

Ignoring scientific fact
The country on the wrong track
And still we re-elected this hack?
We must be on crack!

A o)

& ;
¥ Y

3 DA NGER

= Qo lckSanp,

5

£3

2

BYE-BYE

Failing up g
Then falling down

eight long, long years
ggj:ge,gget the i:ell out of town.




The ultimate gifts For the ultimate fan!

Items

Large Deluxe W7 o 18 A
Hardcover with A < Volumes in
Alernate Jacket L One Giant
Premium

BLEACH © 2001 by Tite Kubo/SHUEISHA Inc
'DRAGON BALL © 1984 by BIRD STUDIO/SHUEISHA Inc.
DEATH NOTE © 2003 by Tsugumi Ohba, Takeshi Obata/SHUEISHA Inc.

mepia




WHAT’S QUICKLY
BECOMING
THE HOTTEST
DESTINATION FOR
MANY TEENAGERS?

HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS

MAD FOLD-IN

There’s plenty of hip places for teenagers to hang
out these days. There is, however, one in particular
that is the mother of all hangouts. To find out what
location always delivers, fold page in as shown.

FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT

/“d‘m:::“_(.‘,s‘qnzi e& Fitch claire’s
the limited viCTORIA'S SECRET

e D | |

AMERICAN EAGLE

FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS!
<] FOLD BACK SO THAT “A” MEETS “8”

> 2 3 &

THE TEENAGER’S MAJOR PASSION IS PURSUIT OF
MATERIALISTIC THINGS. BUT SOME FIND OPPORTUNITY
IN ANOTHER PURSUIT WITH A STARTLING REWARD

> WRITER AND ARTIST: AL JAFFEE L B



WHAT’S QUICKLY
BECOMING
THE HOTTEST
DESTINATION FOR
MANY TEENAGERS?

MATERNITY
WARD

A2 B




Alcohol Reference
Mild Language
Suggestive Themes
Violence

ACTON 300

3 s LVE 530 5 001

[ ﬁulmnec ishing
Pintensity one fight at a time
3 th TNA, Total Nonstop

‘Wl the antics;all the
energy ant all the drama

ome smashing onto your

- console:Featuring a range
of TNA talent including Kurt

Christian Cage, if you're not
seeing stars, you'll be one

6

WAy

midway.com

g —
& SPIKE

CROSE:LINE

TNAWRESTLING.COM ‘GET MORE ACTION




