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on't want to be a King

'

jus’ wanna forget I was one!

And you ean, too, Mister—when you use KINGS MAN Close Shave Lotion.
KINGS MAN does far more for you than ordinary blended whiskeys,
It makes vou feel ;{rmll! [t's smoother, more pt.m'l'ri_lli .. . soothes better.
Since a bottle packs such a punch. why put up with anything less?

Next time you want to forget a close shave, drink KINGS MAN right away!
Known everywhere as the world's fieriest!

KIings man-

CLOSE SHAVE LOTION oniy $ 1

Plus 549 Federal Tax*
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REALISTIC COMICHEROES .. ...... 2

gl ¢ Old super-type comic book
f i F' ?‘P
}‘K@E‘%L heroes never die . . . they
| iust fade away. So while
{‘g,:hj "/ they‘re fading, here's a

few modern replacements.

MAD'S XMAS TOYS . ............ 4

Once they're put on sale,
young people everywhere
will demand our new toys,
and old people everywhere
will demand our arrest,

STRANGELY BELIEVE IT . ...13, 30, 34

Once again, Ernie Kovacs
offers his collection of
absurdities to MAD, the
circulation of which is

l fv.\:_&ii_ the biggest absurdity yet.
REPORT TORUSSIA . ............ 16

You know those terrible
pictures we get to see of
people in Russia. Here's
terrible pictures they gel
to see of people in U.S.

AMBIGUOUS SIGNS, INC. . ....... 20
e When Bob and Ray find we

. published their exposé of
i @) the petroleum industry's
- A secret plot to sell more

-ﬁ,»;fe@\@ gas, they might take it.

MAD'S XMASGAMES . .. ......... 24

= When fun-lovers discover
\’ e 4 A C these new games, the dice
(e)‘ {_will roll. But when blue-
J til% noses discover these new
S S L s games, the heads will roll.

With millions of tweeters
and woofers vibrating all
through the U.S., the one
solution left is: If you
can‘t beat ‘em, join ‘em!

ORSON BEAN'S CIVIL WAR . .. .. .. 42
(WD This account of the Ciyil

War, as fought by Orson
Bean's illustrious fomily,
will no doubt start that
conflict all over again,
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SO’'S YOUR OLD SUPER MAN DEPT.

Comic Book Publishers! Stop looking for ideas in your ri- MAD's plan to revive the Comic Book Industry. Ten years
val's comic books and pay attention! This article is for ago, all our friends were reading about "Super Heroes.”
you! Here, for free, is the answer to all your problems: But now, they seem to have lost interest. And the reason,

e T s
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THE CITY WILL BE A Y& YOU'VE GOT US

LOT CLEANER WHEN fl COLLECTED THIS

CROOKS LIKE YOU ARE A TIME, GARBAGE
DISPOSED OF /454

YOU'RE ON YOUR
WAY TO ALCATRAZ,
SPECIAL DELIVERY! 4

YOU CAN'T STOP POST-
MAN ON HIS CRUSADE
TO STAMP OUT CRIME! 4

V.
A e

: —
3

THE EVIL BORIS SOILOFF AND HIS GRIME SYNDICATE /
ARE AT WORK ON THEIR T (o) 7 YIPES!IT'S F YOU GUYS ARE THROUGH, THANKS TO
A FLOT TO COVER THE EARTH LAUNDRY «” FL-I7, THE MIRACLE DETERGENT THAT

ES “SUDS THAT STOPS CRUDS"!

WITH DIRT...

';'
CAREFUL, IVAN! DON'T SPREAD ANY OH-CH ! Look
NEAR THAT PUDDLE. IT'LL WASH THE /WHO'S COMING!
DPIRT RIGHT DOWN THE DRAIN !

MAN! A MAK

SAY, BUDDY/ CAN X SURE, FELLOWS! | INNOCENT

YOU DIRECT US TO |IT'S JUST AROUND /|BYSTANDER
THE NEAREST THIS CORNER! SAID HE'D
\ BANK ¥ A8 -y | EAD THEM
: TO US ANY
B MINUTE!

FURSUE THEM,
HEATHCLIFF F

CRIPES! BULLETS wow !
BOUNCE RIGHT OFF! / HE'S GOT

= SENATORIAL
A IMMUNITY/

** MAUREEN O'HARA will return a seasan pass to Grauman’s Theater
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MAD feels, is simple. This is an age of realism! Real re- These "new” heroes must come from everyday life. Heroes
alistic realism! “Super Heroes” just aren't realistic! To- like you and me, leading simple everyday lives and fight-
day, the Comic Book Industry musc create "new” heroes ing simple everyday crimes. Like, f'rinstance, these

BOOK H & @ E 5 I

4 HERE T AM... RICH, SUCCESSFLIL
POWERFUL ! ¢ f

)
il
(i

YOU HAVE BRAINS, TALENT! IN & NEW LIGHT ! HOW CAN I
HEALTH! YES, B.J.! YES... I EVER THANK YOU, YES MANT
you ARE HAPPY! YES., / _

o
| = e

YES, B.J | YOU ARE HAFP?_-"\j YOU'VE MADE ME SEE THlNC-E_-q

I
i
i

il

Y BUT IM THE VICTIM L Wiy
UISE THAT TRANGDUIL | ZER SN
ON ME, MR. MILTOWN 7

r YOU TRICKED US, I WOLULeN'T HAvE 1-%’3.*?.&’5;:?_-\\
PLAYBOY ! wERE ANYWAY. IT'VE GOT A PARTY FOR
TOO DRUNK TO ROS THE 66 T BRECINCT GOING

THIS BANK. FULL BLAST IN THE VAULT! /|

—

BECALISE ONE SHOT
FROM THIS ANG You
WON'T CARE THAT Vou
WERE ROBBED !

" INSURANCE MAN . FULLER BRUSH X EVERYTHING
SAYS “WHONESTY MAN SWEEPS AWAY /IS GRADE“A"
IS THE BEST = CRIME ! WITH M/ILK -

POLICY /" )' .

TV RELAIRMAN
TUNES DOWN

FIRE MAN \
CRIME waves/

MAKES |T HOT
FOR CROOKS! /
e

- .
vy THE

POSSIBILITIES
OF MAD'S PLAN
ARE UNLIMITED.
TO THOSE OF
YOuU 'WHO WouLp
FIONEER IN
THIS NEW
FIELD OF
REALISTIC
HEROES,
WE SAY...
“Eoop LUCK,
AND DON'T
COME CRYING
TO US WHEN
B il i ; = EWy et THEY DON'T
eppictis ¥ . _ R RS SELL "

| =L
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says
ALFRED E.
NEUMAN

The World's Most
Underdeveloped Man

“l can make
you into an

IDIOT
in just
4 DAYS!”

First day, read . . .
THE MAD READER

This will give you
a bulging bicep!

Second day, read . ..
MAD STRIKES BACK

This will give you
a pronounced pectoral!

Third day, read . . .
INSIDE MAD

This will give you
a dynamic deltoid!

Fourth day, read. ..
UTTERLY MAD

This will give you
a Charley horse
between the ears!

MAD POCKET DEPARTMENT

225 Lafayette Street
New York 12, N. Y.
Rush me the following MAD books.

| want to be a mass of muscle...
and a bundle of nerves!

No. 1 THE MAD READER ... . ... ]
No. 2 MAD STRIKES BACK...... ]
No.3INSIDEMAD .. .......... []
No. 4 UTTERLY MAD .. ........ ]

| enclose:
40¢ forone...[ ]| 80¢ for two .. []
$1.20 for three [] $1.50 for four [

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY ZONE —STATE —

FRONT COVER

Who did you guys have for a Math
teacher? The hand on the cover of MAD
#36 has six fiingers!

Dean Scott
Hershey, Pa.

Six Fingers!

Don't you guys ever look at your hands?
The hand on the cover of the Dec. issue
has six fingers!

Bob Thompson
Philadelphia, Pa.

Doesn’t everybody’s?—Ed.

Concerning the cover of the Dec. issue,
since when does a hand have six fingers?
Don't you know all hands have four fin-
gers!

Walt Disney
( Stamford, Conn. )

MORRIS PHILIP

After reading MAD # 36, I rushed to
the corner for a pack of Morris Philip. As
suggested in your ad, I put one in my
mouth and waited for the shock of my life.
HOO BOY! What a shock! Some clod
had already lit it, and I was sucking on the
hot end!

Pete Hech
Chestertown, Md.

WHA...?

The guy who writes your "The-guy-
who-writes-your-letters-should-write-the-
rest-of-the-magazine” letters . . . should
write the rest of the magazine!

Ellis Lesack
Philadelphia, Pa.

LETTERS DEPT.
CORNY ISLAND

You could have knocked me over with
a MAD Key Chain when I cut out your
"Mad Visits Corny Island” and found the
pieces actually fif together and made a pic-
rure! You guys sick or something?
David Ames

Hampton, N. J.

0.K.! GUNFIGHT. ..

We think your article, "O.K! Gunfight
At The Corral!” was the most sickening,
stomach-turning, rotten piece of writing
we have ever read.

Burt Lancaster
Kirk Douglas
( Ann Arbor, Mich.)

TV ANTENNAS

In "Personalized TV Antennas,” you
show the President's antenna with left-
handed golf clubs, and the President is
right handed.

Richard Skibski
Chicago, I11.

PRESIDENT

Left-Handed Models!

What gives? You have the President’s
golf clubs as left-handed models. Don't
you realize Eisenhower is a rightie!?!
Clods!! And don't give me the excuse that
the President referred to is the President
of Lower Slobovia!

Larry Skarin
Brooklyn, N. Y.

We wouldn’t try such a lame excusel Ac-
tually, President referred to is President of
Upper Slobovial—Ed.

THEY'RE GOING

rASTY

Yes, jet planes are going fast these days! And
“WHAT—ME WORRY?" kid reproductions, suitable
for framing and for gift-wrapping fish are still
available! (Hod you worried for o minute, hah?)
Send 25¢ to: Dept. "What—Color?”, c¢/o MAD,
Room 706, 225 Lofayette St., New York 12, N.Y.




**ARTHUR MILLER will return an electric blanket

THE CHILDREN'S HOUR

In "The Children’s Hour,” in the first
picture, the guy's got two right feert!
Warch yourself!

Jim Billington
Portland, Ore.

Two Right Feet!

In the first picture, the man's left big
toe is on the wrong foot! Who goofed?
Billy Stebbins

Miami, Fla.

His mother!—Ed.
THE TWELVE BOTTLES

How drunk can you be? In "The
Twelve Bottles,” you have 500 proof writ-
ten on the first label. Don't you know
100 proof is the most it can be?

Jack Selcovitz
Philadelphia, Pa.

Don’t you know 200 proof is most it can
be?—Ed.

Mr. Morgan left out the punch line:
"I am not under the affluence of incohol
as some thinkle peep [ am!”

Gerald Joss
Philadelphia, Pa.

RAW GUTS

Old Fenwick Furd is lucky he hasn't
run into any old lions lately. The old boy
would have a hard time shooting them
when his trusty old rifle hasn't got a trig-
ger on it!

|

Perry A. Lerner
Fontana, Calif.

/f"_\ 1

No Trigger!

No wonder poor Fenwick hasn't killed
any old lions lately, with the gun you clods
gave him, It hasn't any trigger!

John Olson
Napa, Calif.

Fenwick’s gun-trigger is quite apparent to
us. Perhaps fact that he covers it with lucky
lion tail fooled youl—Ed,

THE DUEL

Could you please tell me how the duel-
1sts in "Scenes We'd Like To See—The
Duel” managed to get off two shots each
from what any fool can see are one-shot
dueling pistols?

Michael Devlin
New Orleans, La.

It wasn’t easyl—Ed.

V. MOVIES

In "TV Movies,” the gangster named
“Lefty” is filing his ‘nails with his righs
hand. What's with you guys?

Dale Goble
Grass Valley, Calif.

| Lefiy!

Wally Wood had the scupidity to draw
"Lefty" in "The Gangster Movie" filing
his nails right-handed. I suggest he be
relieved of his duties.

Bill Priestly
University, Ala.

Wally wants a better suggestion. How else
can *‘Lefty’’ file nails on left hand?—Ed.

BACK COVER

The barber who trimmed Alfred E.
Neuman's hair for your "What, Me
Worry?” Holloween mask must've been
blind! He took a little too much off the
top!

Leon Harvey
Old Westbury, N. Y.

You were right! I wore my Halloween
mask in September, and my friends were
hysterical! Now, I'm hysterical . .. trying
to get it unpasted from my face.

James Jakubowski
Baltimore, Md.

I followed your instructions for tying
on your Halloween mask, including the
string from my own ears down around my
toes. All went well until 1 stood up. The
string I'd used was too short! Somebody,
get me down from here!!

Bob Leuten
Shaker Heights, Ohio

Please address all correspondence to: MAD,
Room 706, Dept. 37, 225 Lafayette Street,
New York City 12, New York
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YOU’LL MAKE THIS

A MERRY, MAD CHRISTMAS

(You'll be merry...
And your friends’ll be mad!)

WHEN YOU GIVE

MAD JEWELRY

Featuring MAD's “What . . . Me Worry?" Kid

Styled exclusively for MAD Magazine by
ASTRAHAN OF NEW YORK
in gleaming silver plate. All prices
include Federal Excise Taxes, boxing,
shipping and postage prepaid.

MAD JEWELRY

225 Lafayette Street
New York City 12, N. Y.

| want to give Christmas gifts
I'll be remembered for . . .
and never forgiven for!

Send me the pieces of MAD Jewelry
| have indicated in the boxes below:

A MAD LAPEL/SCATTER PIN....$2.00 []

YR (131 T T— $2.00 []
C MAD CUFF LINKS................$3.00 []
D MAD KEY CHAIN................$2.00 []
E MAD CHARM BRACELET.....$2.00 []

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY. ZONE STATE




UNDER THE SPREADING CHRISTMAS TREE DEPT.

Parents! Before you go out and spend all that money
on Christmas gifts for Junior, think twicel Today,
no kid in his right mind is satisfied with toys like
electric trains and piggy banks . . . Today, a kid
is business-minded. He wants a toy that’ll prepare
him for the future, a toy that’ll teach him how fto
make a living. If you think about this for a while,
you'll see the wisdom in buying your youngster . . .

JUNIOR
REPORTER-INFORMER
KIT

Start your child on a career in
publishing or government. He'll
have his choice once he’s adept
at the arts learned from this
exciting and fascinating kit.
Teaches him to play “'Scandal
Magazine' or "“Congressional
Investigation’'. No more will your
child roam the streets at night.
Instead, he’ll be in his room,
tapping the phone conversations
of his friends, his teachers, his

sister—you! Ages 10-14
JUNIOR
ADVERTISING MAN
KIT

Ad Men are made, not born. So
it is never too early to plan your
tot's future Madison Ave. career.
A few hours of steady play with
this kit, and Junior will have
mastered the ins and outs of
being @ successful Account Ex-
ecutive. Teaches him: How to
pad an expense account; How
to draft misleading resumes;
How to double-talk a new client;
How to mix a Martini; and other
tricks of the trade. Ages 4-7

JUNIOR
ATOMIC SCIENTIST
KIT

Introduce your child to the new
world of nuclear fission. This ed-
ucational and practical kit pre-
pares him for a future role as
an atomic physicist. What a joy
to wake up each morning to the
sound of an explosion and the
sight of @ mushroom cloud ris-
ing outside your window. The
other children will be impressed,
particularly when your son re-
cruits them to test the range of
his first blast. Ages 5-9

6
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EACH KIT CONTAINS .

Qe
N
S
S
O
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1 wiretapping apparaius
1 tape recording machine
1 pair high-powered binoculars

1 sat of the complete works of Harvey Matusow
i busty blondea

1 handbook of .5, libel laws

EACH KIT CONTAINS. ..

1 handbook of Madison Avenue expressions
1 4-bulton gray flannel suit

1 button-down Oxford shirt

1 slightly battered briefcase

1 commuler ticket

1 empty Vermouth bottle

EACH KIT CONTAINS ..

1 cyclotron
1 pound of U-235

1 can of fallout

1 geiger-counter

i cut-oul figure of Lewls Strauss

1 official Russian protest signed by Khrushcheav




**GEORGE GOBEL will return a dirty bird

S TOYS

PICTURES BY BOB CLARKE

JUNIOR
STOCK MANIPULATOR
KIT

Does your child have an eye for
money? If so, then you should
steer the little beggar into a ca-
reer in stocks and bonds. Be-
fore you know it, he will have
organized a Mutual Investment
Fund in his nursery school. If
he follows the instructions in-
cluded in this kit, he will be in
control of a corporation before
he’s in high school. This toy gets
him into the habit of thinking

“big”. Ages 6-12
JUNIOR
LABOR RACKETEER
KIT

If your child is @ born leader
and likes bullying the smaller
boys on the block, then this kit
is a “must”. You'll burst with
parental pride as you watch him
shake down the newsboy. You'll
be even prouder when he begins
picketing the candy store on the
corner. And think how pleased
you'll be when he comes home
one night, armed with blackjack
and henchmen, and starts orga-
nizing the family. Ages 8-11

JUNIOR
LOAFER
KIT

Some youngsters still have the
old-fashioned idea that you
have to work in order to get
ahead in life. That’s not true! To-
day, loafing is a highly-skilled
art. Here is a kit which will teach
your boy all the ins and outs of
enjoying a lifetime of leisure.
This educational toy will show
him how to sleep 24 hours a day,
how to just miss landing that big
job, and how to grow up into a
complete clod. Ages 9-13

EACH KIT CONTAINS...

$10,000 dollars in real maney
100 shares of U.S. Stesl
25% control of a Texas oilfield
1 stock ticker with year's supply of tape

1 year's subscription to “The Wall Street Journal®
1 X-ray of a duodenal ulcer

EACH KIT CONTAINS...

4 blackjacks
1600 Picket signs
Dave Beck's unlisted telephone number
3 goons
2 cels of account-books
1 pamphlet, "Congressional Committees and How they Work"

EACH KIT CONTAINS ...

1 lifetime pass to Jamaica Racetrack

1 box of tranguilizars

50 assorted excuses for not working

1 pamphlet, “Your Unemployment Insurance Rights''
1 hammock

1 book, ""How To Marry Rich"




BZZ-BZZ-BZZT DEPT. **FRANK SINATRA will return a case of Wheaties

To make sure you get your money’s worth in sports [and make up for your not getting your money’s worth in
magazines), MAD now lets you in on some of those private little conversations you always see but never hear.
So next time you see these things going on, you'll know what they're actually saying when they indulge in that...

SECRET SPORTALK

PICTURES BY WALLACE WOOD

THE JOCKEY AND THE HORSE THE FOOTBALL HUDDLE
g = K - T ey i AF AL e T
It's up to you, Baby! Just whinny _ 8 While Cowznofski fakes, you pass to me on the 43, right where the __.>-

when you feel like breaking away B blonde is sitting. And throw high! It looks good when you pull ‘em
so | can hold on for dear life . . . ' outta the air! If that dont impress her, next play we'll try . ..

L

Watch this guy! He's gonna bunt! J | : Keep your face covered, Rocky! If he
The dugout jus’ signalled me that : i1 cuts you up any more, you're gonna look
Mel Allen said so over the radio! . terrible for the Ed Sullivan Show . . .
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DON MARTIN DEPT.







In King Arthur’s

**DUNCAN HINES will return a TV Dinner
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ERNIE KOVACS DEPT. PART |

TOULOUSE 'sFEINSTEIN

A Grocery Clerk Frem ALTOONA, PENNSYLVANIP«
Although He Had Never
Held A Brush In His Hand,

PAINTED A PICTURE THAT SOLD

#1510 OlOl) o=

\]Tou LOUSE HAD
MiSTAKENLY PaINTED IT

ON The BACK OF Au/
ORIGINAL PA VINC]

 StrangdyBelfeve £t/

PICTURES BY WALLACE WOOD

IT IS POSSIBLE
TO GET DRUNK oN

\ﬂﬂ@@ﬂﬁﬂ

CALIFORNIA-

GROWN
CANTALOUPE, &
IF 5UFFICIEHTLT'

SUN- RIPENED,
SPRINKLED

LIBERALLY
WITH

FowpPeRED
SUGAR, AND
WARMED
IN A 200°
OVEN, cAN
CAUSE THE EATER
TO BECOME
STAGGERING
PRUNK ...
When Washed
Down With A

Woeod,

IL RAPPAPERT

HA’.—'} NOT 5HAVED

NS STENRBY ruars

BECAUSE LEGNAED RAPPAPORT
A WOMAN,

ENTIPEDES

CAN BE

TRAINED 1o DIVE!

Fifth OF
Bourbon.

p—

FRANTIC

Howeuer no
e Ce:nhpede has ever
Performed this Athlelic
. Feat in Public., As Centipedes
" Have No H|prnE£- And Their

" Swimming Trunks Keep Falling Pown.

MR&' IRMA T. GRIBNEY,

A Housewife From Brokenhorn szas

IS5 THE MOTHER OF 88
CHILPREN.,

EACH BORN ON A
PIFFERENT PAY OF

THE WEEK!

Lq_
ﬁ’

FROM

50 CIGARS
A PAY A

TIME SHE WAS .-«

C MACANN

.'.-u T

p)

THE




Dear Contributor:

Your material has had our care-
ful consideration. We are sorry to re-
port it is not quite suited to our needs.

We would like to write personal
notes to everyone sending us material,
but the number of submissions we re-
ceive makes this impossible.

The Editors

PUNCH IN THE NO'S DEPT.

Every writer hates to receive a rejection slip from a
magazine for two reasons: first, it means he’s going to
starve to death because the editors didn‘t buy his story.
And second, rejection slips make such darn dull reading!
They're all the same! Take, f'rinstance, the one on the
left which could have been sent out by any magazine,
from Playboy to The Ant Breeders Journal. Dull, isn’t it?
We at MAD believe that, as long as they bring bad news,
rejection slips should at least make interesting reading,
and should at least sound like the magazine that sends
them out. Then, it would be a pleasure to receive these
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RED CARPET DEPT.

Ivan Slobotnavitch, Ace Moscow news correspondent, was
recently assigned to photograph and report on the shock-
ing conditions prevalent in this decadent capitalistic
country of ours. He arrived here armed with camera,
film, pad, and pencil (red), and went straight to work.
Fortunately, MAD was able to intercept the dispatch
lvan sent back to Pravda. Here, then, is the United
States as seen through red-tinted glasses in lvan’s .

“Here is proof that all Americans are warmongers. Even
~ children are armed. For practice, they kill each other!”

“With mine own eyes, | have seen long breadlines in the United States

16

“Lynchings are common. Most busi-
nesses shut down for the occasion.
Not only are the Americans blood-
thirsty, they are also illiterate.
They can’t even spell ‘lyncht

]fl‘
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Daily, screaming U.S. slave laborers are forced into steel boxcars by uniformed Fascistic guards!'

"“Clothing is scarce in the United
"*U.S. automobiles are poorly made. | have seen the States. Many garments are put on

tops of some come off by the mere touch of a finger.” the market only partly completed.”
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ONE DAY ONDER DIET
KEAST
& alﬂllz?\:buttnns from nave! aranges

O
ared) 5
1 dﬁuﬁhnut hole iunﬁﬁnu[ﬂl foast

crumbs
?I i‘.fl"; %?%Ehyﬂrateﬁ coffes

LUNCH

3 nnpﬁh’_“‘*dﬁuah potatoes

gg o
4 ey o

|
1 guppY f tea steam

1 glass ©

of empty €
f bolled-ou

1 cup ©

“Most Americans are starving. Newspapers
and magazines publish lists of the meager
foods the people are permitfed to eat!”

“Lighting facilities in the

“In fact, hunger is so prevalent here, people
have taken to eating domestic animals!’’

U.S. are primitive. | have “Other, more impoverished
seen Americans reading people have to be content
by the light of 150-year- to eat their meager meals | have seen an entire theatre illu-
old kerosene oil lamps!*’ by candlelight!” minated by only one candelabral

“Here is proof that Capitalistic bankers bleed the people dryl"*

18




PLAUSE

oASE
T, el =—

TR 5

“Americans are so regimented, they are permitted to display their emotions only at given signals!”’

d L. : I :
. .'_I; -F::l' - | -
* ) ] | b
1% _EE)'E - 4 1-: L 1 i
| = * i _

e

N

wm

* *PERRY COMO will return a bottle of tranquilizing pills

“Children are forcefully separated from parents “U.S. housewives are forced to oper-
at an early age, and sent off to labor camps!” ate machines in their own homes!"

“Sanitation facilities are a disgrace. Americans must dump their trash out of windows into streets!’’
19




BOB & RAY DEPT.

We interrupt this magazine to bring you a special articlel We've just
gotten word that Bob and Ray’s roving correspondent, Wally Ballew, is
standing by at a street and highway sign company in Racine, Wisconsin.,
So if you're ready, come in please, Wally Ballew, with your report on

BOB

AMBIGUOUS SIGNS

PICTURES BY MORT DRUCKER

o/ \ G | LI b1l W Wi e
==1 This is handsome Wally Ballew, speaking from the executive offices of .. Well, we're always happy to have the gentlemen of

the Ambiguous Sign Company in Racine, Wisconsin. Beside me, here, is =
the president of the firm, Mr. Oscar K. Ruprecht. First of all, Mr.

the press and TV drop by, Mr. Ballew. We find thal
the stories they do about us usually go a long way
toward confusing the public even more!

Ruprecht, I'd like to thank you for inviting us to visit your plant.

l

S T o T
L

And that's Yes, we don't make any secret of that fact. We Let's see . .. “No left Well, the point is that it actually

the objec- are retained by an association of gasoline manu- turn not on green doesn't mean anything! But your aver-
tive of facturers to create street and highway signs arrow except 4 PM to age motorist wanting to make a left
your whole that are complietely ambiguous. The theory is 6 PM." What in the turn will go around the block to get
aperation, that if people don't understand signs, they'll world does that a second look at it in the mistaken

is it? To drive around aimlessly and use up more gas. For mean, Mr. Ruprecht? belief that he can figure it out
confuse the example, | have the final draft of a sign right ==

public? here that's going into production next week . . .

20
**KATE SMITH will return a Bikini bathing suit




And of course he uses
up more gas driving
around the block!

What in the
world was that,
Mr. Ruprecht?

I'm sure our viewers have
seen your signs on the
streets and highways, Mr.
Ruprecht. Do you have any
particularly famous ones
you might tell us about?

**YUL BRYNNMNER will return a tube of Brylcreem

That's right. We estimate that some
four billion gallons of gas are used
up annually by people driving around
trying to figure out our signs.

Oh, that's just one of
the fellows over here
_in our testing room . . .

Well, | suppose the one receiving
widest circulation is this sign
that merely says, “Don't not park
in this block only Monday, Wed-
nesday and Friday. Parking not
permitted except on other days.”

We have signs going past them at what would be normal driving
speed. The testers have to try to figure them out. When one
of the fellows breaks down in sheer confusion, we know a sign

is ready for road installation.

Boy, that's a
real corker,
Mr. Ruprecht!

Put these up in a town and you'll
have people driving an extra eight
to ten thousand miles a year just
hunting for a place to park.
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There goes |& | Yep! We turn out about thirty or forty B8 ?
another = || tried-and-tested signs a day. Any of _Qg@%
one, eh? e you folks out there looking for a job, 5
i | Justdropus aline. We pay our testers =
= | well.._ while theylast. .. e
S Ll
i
.ﬁ'

| see that most That's right. Of course, another satis- Z&%g Like this one here. "Slow down for traffic circle — dim lights (
of your signs facir::ry type is what we call our “busy g — nnﬂsmukmg keep right — watch out for children — sound your
employ the double work” signs. They just give the driver _ % horn". Well, by the time the poor driver's done all these things, iL
negative to con- so much to do, he can’t pay attention T he's mdﬂE &t least 4 or 5 extra trips around the traffic circle, o1
fuse the motorist. to where he's going.

SIGNS
BANNED BY THE

CAUTION
BRIDAL

Well, you certainly do seem to have this It's the one right over & Oh, yes. Well, thanks again, sir. And now this
thing down to a science, Mr. Ruprecht. | there with the sign that =53 is Wally Ballew in Racine, Wisconsin, sending
want to thank you for chatting with us. ' says, “Do not use this it back to MAD Magazine in New York . . .
And let's see now . . . which door is it that e door except when not in

jeads out to the parking lot? case of emergency.’

THE END
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SHAKE, RATTLE, AND ROLL DEPT.

While we were playing MONOPOLY recently, it
suddenly occurred to us that they don’t make very
practical games these days. F'rinstance, how many
people ever get enough money together to buy The
Boardwalk and erect a hotel on it? Seems to us
that in this era of realism, people ought to be
playing realistic games. Games that help us cope
with life. You’ll see what we mean when you play

14

TRAVEL : X

AGENCY ' ; i T\ = & PUNCTURE YOUR
YOU BUY . 93 = EARDRUM, THEN
ONE-WAY : REPORT TO

TICHeR : ' . : PHYSICAL
GO T0 i :

OKEFENOKEE
ENGAGEMENT

FATHER COLLECTS
GUNS _
GO TO e . 3

: . B e & YOU HAVE BRIBED
SAFETY ZONE A CONGRESSMAN!

FEDS CAUGHT YOU c : e GO 10
AND CONGRESSMAN : ~ : : ,_ SAFETY ZONE
IN BRIBE ATTEMPY * : i

GO DIRECTLY TO
JAIL

11
/ " WE DONT
17 16 Ly . T2 7]  KNOW HOW
— YOU TRIED TO
: PHYSICAL COLLEGE JOIN WACS < . :g:lE iﬁ:

)
K ROLL DICE AGAIN: ROLL ’CIIC{ AGAIN % GO 10

IF EVEN NUMBER, to &: I ATRIST ; . GO T0
YOU PASS - e - PHYSICAL
YDU FEUNHED GUT I|::5::::.-

7
| REPORT TO @ co 10

FORT BRAGG *& PHYSICAL

<&  IF ODD NUMBER, M) 7 1o 12: GOOD BOY! ; ' 20
YOU ALSO PASS! -ﬁ% &0 1O ;
R.O.T.C. _ JAIL

YOU HAVE LUCKILY

REPORT TO
FORY BRAGG

i )
- ESCAPED ARMY!
b J\'-.I \<’Aj QUICK THINKING -
l‘-‘-'?_ i F kL"j 20 YEAR SENTENCE 21

- J
’ /ﬂk"
18 R o - IR - R.O.7.C.

)" OKEFENOKEE
MARRIAGE SV AN

GO TO
DEPENDENTS THE FEDS ARE ALL

OVER! GOT YOU!

S
e
o SO YOU GOT
o YOUR BARS
& 50 NOW REFORT TO
- FORT BRAGG

GO TO

\-h‘“ /‘? PSYCHIATRIST
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**SNOOKY LANSON will return a carton of Lucky Strikes

XMAS GAMES

FICTURES BY BOB CLARKE

HOW T0 PI.AY DRAFT DODGER

. Obiject of game is to see who can stay out of the ui’my
Any number of goof-offs can play this exciting gome.
Guy most eligible for “the call to duty’” goes first.
Roll pair of dice, move number of squares indicated,
follow directions in each square, and . . . good luck! _jre2tiy,

S wN

RECRUITING 4

1 DRAFT ' OOPs!
YOU'RE CHEATING BOARD ; i g omv
ALREADY! YOU'RE
‘ THERE'S NO ''1* NS REGISTERED!
ON A PAIR OF DICE!

4
YOU HAVE DECIDED TO

THEY'RE
COMING

MAKE A RUN FOR IT YOUR OLD MAN'S YOU HAVE MET FOR You!
- 40 GOT MONEY "THE GIRL" DUCK INTO
ROCEED

TRAVEL AGEMNCY GO TO GO TO CONVENIENT

COLLEGE ~ ENGAGEMENT ? SIDE ALLEY HERE!
: N

:

2 i L
i : :: % .-

w T = - i i

W

s A

o # 2

S

L : A 9 YOU HAVE
i YOU HAVE ' JOINED
e .f;{r;_.:f’ RECEIVED YOUR NATIONAL
HAH-HAH! THE ARMY WON'T GET You: ™ - NOTICE GUARD!
YOU FOOLED THEM AND JOINED THE NAVY e REPORT TO REPORT TO
Go Play “"MAKE OUT" (Next Gamel ‘ ' o PHYSICAL ARMORY
o - Y

ol 24 N\ 3
\ L‘“" = ARMORY i ; iy - : 3 F
Al Moo B D vou a4 4
== =i FULL-FLEDGED
;;r*-é I NATID?:F:II.TIGURRD .
oo/ - | 26
) -3 REPORT TO DRAFT
23 FORT BRAGG FORT DODGER
| DEPENDENTS i : B
PSYCHIATRIST BRAGG I : :
YOU HAVE PLEADED G”D?FERZ';‘“” CONSIDER oo
INSANITY AND WON! 25 IT HOME! -~ " i
YOU NOW HAVE

REPORT TO

OFFICER’S FIVE KIDS OFFICER’S YII(E::IT 'heddifﬂ : | For Membership Card,
EA N Go Pfuy ouw neeg em! - s
TRAINING (Na O TRAINING
(Game After Next) SCHOOL send nome and address te
SO YOU GOT . y ' i

YOUR BARS

REPORT TO
FORT BRAGG

J. Edgar Hoover

Washingtlon, D.C.

ok




PUT ON YOUR
BRYLCREEM
AND LET'S GOI!

YOU LOST!
TOUGH!

STAY PUT

YOU GET INTO AN
ARGUMENT WITH
HER OLD MAN!

MOVE BACK 1
‘@ 0 &,

YOU GOT TWO
TICKETS TO ‘MY
FAIR LADY"!

MOVE AHEAD 1

CONGRATULATIONS!
YOU'VE MADE

TOMMY
MANVILLE

1.
2. Ugliest player goes first,

3. Rell only one die. Move number of boxes indicated.

1

First one te réach “Make-Out Hall of Fame’* wins!
He needs the head-start.

gl

YOU GOT AN
INCREASE IN
YOUR ALLOWANCE!

MOVYE AHEAD 2

YOU'RE RUNNING
FOR SCHOOL
PRESIDENT!

MOVYE AHEAD 1

YOU GOT INTO A
DRAG RACE IN A
BORROWED CARI

MOVE BACK 2

YOU SUGGESTED A
“DUTCH TREAT'!

STAY PUT

PORFIRIO
RUBIROSA

zu‘"‘*

-\""__f

L_ j

YOU BORROWED
POP’'S CAR!

MOVE AHEAD 1

7, i
”\“‘jﬂ;\‘% A
S

YOUR 3RD COUSIN
KNOWS MARLON
BRANDO!

MOVE AHEAD 2

HOW TO PLAY “MAKE-QUT"

4. Follew the directions in each box as you land on it
5. If your first nome is Melvin or Alphonse or Felix,
don't even bother ta play. You'll never make it, kid!

YOU QUOTE
POETRY!

6 | M o L
<
L n

YOU’RE CALLED
WSONNY BOY"

4 ¢

{;;@ 7 - ,;

)‘1%
"— ‘k.» \} \_2}

TGU WATCH
LAWRENCE
WELK!

MOVE BACK 1

YOU WERE
CAUGHT
HALF-SAFE"!

MOVE BACK 2

YOU GOT AN
ELVIS PRESLEY
HAIRCUT!

5TAY PUT

YOU TOLD HER YOU
ARE GLAD SHE'S
SMART INSTEAD

OF PRETTY!

MOVE BACK 3

THE MAKE-OUT HALL OF FAME

YOU LEARNED
TO CHA-CHA!

MOVE AHEAD 2

YOU ACTUALLY
WATCHED MOVIE
AT DRIVE-IN!

MOVYE BACK 1

ALFRED E.
NEUMAN

YOU STARTED
USING SEN-SEN!

MOVE AHEAD 1

= =

YOU WEAR
BERMUDA SHORTS!

STAY PUT

Call QU-2-9970
and ask for
CYNTHIA.

If a man answers,
hang up!
Better still, give
him name of loser
of this gamel
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o

GAVE UP ldm m__a_‘;,._‘ TICKETS TO

USED UP ALL

SMOKING “MY EAl 2 THE HOT WATER
. B st FOR OWN BATH
OVE BACK | il MOVE AHEAD %
] . MOVE AHEAD 1
c;gr\.ﬁw &xw“a&xw&.w

.m@.

S MOVE AHEAD 3

MOYE AHEAD ) il o

= i = mm o H o o 2
GAME AND 34 OPENED 26 | DANCED TOO
" MARRIAGE REMEMBERED SPOUSE'S [N 27 N AME HOME Il MUCH WITH
e ™ ANNIVERSARY MAIL ' = L0ADED L R | SOMEONE ELSE
A& ARE FINISHED " MOVE BACK 17 * m Ll AT PARTY

(GO BACK AND FLAY MOVE AHEAD 3

_..._

“"MAKE OUT™) 5
5 M
. TRUTHFULLY
i 32 24 - TOLD SPOUSE
. AGREED WITH BROUGHT OUT WAS GETTING 21 &
g D UpP SPOUSE ABOUT THE GARBAGE FAT ¢
3% H CAR FENDER SOMETHING MOVE BACK 1 W.w i ;
MOVE AHEAD | MOYE BACK 5 e RN
5 sl
HOW TO PLAY “ALIMONY L NG
._w i o
I, Player who reaches Reno first wins. , - MN@ e
2, This game can be played by 1 to 3 unhappy couples. L
3. Each player chooses appropriate name he wishes to _fwa@ﬁw .
F I

be known as throughout game . . . like “Bum*’, “‘Clod’’.
"'No-Goodnik', 'Skunk’’, “Louse’’, or “Two-Timer
4. Couple who had most recent argument goes first.
. Person who lost last argument goes first for couple.
Roll one die. Move number of boxes indicated. Follow directions in box.

i
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CHARACTERS THAT GROW ON YOU DEPT.

While we were on our vacation last summer, we took a wrong turn somewhere and ended up in
the town of Public Domain, Pa. (due North of Author-Author, Md.). Much to our surprise, we
discovered that Public Domain is the place where most story book characters come and settle
down to lead normal lives. What intrigued us the most was the business careers these past
literary heroes had chosen for themselves once they'd grown up. So, if you'd like to know
what your favorite childhood fiction-chums are doing for a living these days, you can...
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PICTURES BY GEORGE WOODBRIDGE
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ERNIE KOVACS DEPT. PART Il

”MN@ @”@@WE@@E

FON Du-lAc, |

Wisconsin,

HAS USED THE g

SAME /i
LIGHT S
BULE '8

THE PAST & .,
27 TEPRSE M=
He uses it

das 3
Bookmark.

BIIRREI.I- l-l CAI-HOIIN

A Saﬁs Writer,

NEVER HAD A HIT TUNE. J"lll-TNHEUGH

ONE OF HIS SONGS sOoLD OVER

MILLION RECORPS/

Tt was on +he other side of IS tardust.

1¥ @ CRAWMN@

a FISH native

CAN CRAWL

oo YARDS
out or WATER!

Unfortunately, i+ =
Gets Winded Easily,

ShEL
j}t
And Can Never .. "4

ﬁﬁmmg@ﬂyl@ﬂﬁmﬂé /

PICTURES BY WALLACE WOOD

PAPAYA
GROWER

THAN

PROVIDENCE,
Rhode Island

LARGER

o

W e
-------
ok =

L L W 0 L 0 L R

P
A@ o

q}%\

FRAWEUM @F@M@W

DOVE OFF A 900 FOOT

Crawl
Back.

vood,

DE'SF"ITE THE FACT THAT AM ELEPHANT

CAN LIFT ONLY ONE-HALF 1TS OWN WEIGHT.
AND AN ANT CAN LIFT 70 TIMES ITS CWN

WEIGHT, AN ANT CANNOT LIFT AN ELEPHANT.

TOWER INTO A S FOOT TANK
OF WATER wiTHouT INJURING
HIMSELF/

UNFORTUNATELY, FRANKLIN COULPN'T
SWIM AND WAS DROWNED,

30




WAR IS HECK DEPT.

Leave us face it! Man is an argumentative, belligerent animal who, down
through the ages, at the drop of a hat, goes to war with his fellow man.
So here is MAD’s suggestion for a new approach to this age-old problem:

HOW TO WAGE PEACE

STORY AND PICTURES BY DAVID BERG

**PATTI PAGE will return o map of Cape Cod

Now you've gor the general idea, We figure that as long they could use the people’s games, with the U.N. acting
as men must fighe, lec them fight in a harmless way . .. a  as judge and scorekeeper. Then, to the victors would g0
sort of "peaceful war”. Since armies consist of people, the spoils, and nobody gets hurt . . . much. F'rinstance . . .

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 31




L -

m'."f.-'_'.'fﬂ".r..":r.-".— r iy s mnrr s 7 N U G- O.F = p E A ( E s i i aid e i i
ol <=y i Fd #

— ,

L W o

ad :

3 & " “'i-'::._ L h

—_—
pl———
-

—
P

Your man dropped his : [ 12zatso! Show me where

hat! That disqualifies ' in the rule book it
says that! WE win!
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Anyone around my
base is it!

= - . = e —— P —
We'll recall our &l We'll close

P
ambassador! § our embassy!

Like we said in the beginning, man is an argumentative,
belligerent animal who, ac the drop of a har, goes to . . .

We'll send you [} \ L, Y .
a nasty note! gk ) I(&u2\ PSS this means,
_ : o : N don’t you?




| ERNIE KOVACS DEPT. PART Il

l Sirungy Boliow

PICTURES BY WALLACE WOOD

PETER 3. EVERSHAM,

OuwNer Or A FisH STORE IN

BROORKLYN, N.¥,

LOST HIS S'PECTACLES OVER -

BOARD PURING AN OCEAN YCYAGE IN

19800

FOUR YEARS LATER,
WHILE CUTTING OFEN A F/ISH,
PETER FELT HIS KNIFE STRIKE

SOMETHING HARD.

It was his
thumb.
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RAHGOON,

INDIA'S
ONLY
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PERFORMED
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**5ID CAESAR will return o Lawrence Welk album

SOUND THINKING DEPT.

If you own a Hi-Fi set, you're a lucky individpal. If
it works, you're even ‘luckier. Because a Hi-Fi set can
turn your living room into a veritable Carnegie Hall,
It's even better than the real Carnegie Hall because
you're never bothered by late-comers, coughers, program-

TEKT BY FRANK JACDES

HIGH FIDELITY—Full, faithful reproduction of recorded sound.

LOW FIDELITY—Porfirio Rubirosa

LOUDSPEAKER—Person who talks while Hi-Fi set is on.

WOOFER—Dog who talks while Hi-Fi set is on.

TWEETER—A shade stronger than tweet.

TUNER—A salt water fish.

BASS—See TUNER

TREBLE—"Elbert" spelled backwards, honoring Elbert J. Stylus,
only man to be trapped on a revolving 78 rpm turntable
for 24 hours and live.

AMPLIFIER—What you make to burn an ampli.

OHM—Where Hi-Fi fan sets up equipment.

A GI.OSSARY OF Hi- FI 'I'ERMS

(5o you'll knaw wha! wa're 1alking aboul. Wa dan'tl)

rustlers, and that $4.80 admission charge. What you are
bothered by is hum, distortion, surface noise, and that
screaming neighbor. In any case, it looks like Hi-Fi
is here to stay, and who are we to fight a trend. So,
neighbor, get out your ear-plugs, because in this arricle

MAD GOES

PICTUHES BY BOB CLARKE

PICKUP—Someone to listen to Hi-Fi records with.

WOW-—Listening to Hi-Fi records with loose pickup.

FLUTTER—Reaction during Waw.

RESISTOR—What you should do with loose pickup.

AM—Midnight to Noon.

FM—Initials of Felix Mulvaney, first man to faithfully record the
belch of an owl.

DIAMOND NEEDLE—What Hi-Fi guy gets from impatient,

marriage-minded girlfriend.

PITCH—What you get from Hi-Fi salesman,

TUBES—They run between New Jersey and New York.

DISTORTION—Happens when you leave Hi-Fi records on radiator.
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EAR CONDITIUNING IS ESSENTIAL Fl]R ENJOYING HIGH FIDELITY SOUNDS

However, dogs can hear sounds between 15,000 and
40,000 cycles! Pictures below taken over several months
show Hi-Fi fan becoming conditioned to Hi-Fi sounds . ..

Good Hi-Fi equipment is capable of reproducing sounds be-
tween 20 and 40,000 cycles. Unfortunately, the human ear
is only capable of hearing sounds to about 15,000 cycles.




HOW TO ASSEMBL

THE OLD EXPENSIVE WAY

STEP 2: YOUR TURNTABLE...

485 UOISIAB|a) © LINGRS (1M TTHIE NOLTIW. »

STEP 1: YOUR AMPLIFIER...

Rush out and buy shock-proof, water-proof, anti-magnetic,
self-winding, sanforized, cork-tipped, micronite-filtered,
“Howling Banshee’* 20 Watt Basic Amplifier. Cost: $250.00

STEP 3: YOUR TUNER...

10-button, 7-switch, 4-light,

Then order 15-tube, 12-dial,
push-pull, click-click, cross-country, high-strung, over-
priced, laminated, “Caramba’* AM-FM Tuner. Cost: $150.00

STEP 5: YOUR REWIRING. ..
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Next step is to rewire your house so you can use all that

new Hi-Fi equipment.  Cost of rewiring house: $1500.00

STEP 7: YOUR POWER PLANT...

Finally, you have to construct new power plant to produce
enough current now needed for house. Cost: $2,000,000
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Next, purchase ever-floating, sand-packed, velvet spring,
non-neurotic, pre-tranquilized, “Whirling Dervish” X-95,
7-Speed, 4-Shift, 250 Horsepower Turntable. Cost: $1 25.00

STEP 4: YOUR LOUDSPEAKER...

Now shop for birch-faced, six-ply, magic-margin, forward-
look, “'Little Corporal’’ Speaker. Cost (including Woofer,
Tweeter, Screamer, Shrieker, and Ear-Splitter): $450.00

STEP &6: YOUR HIGH-VOLTAGE LINES...
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Now you have to erect new high-veoltage lines from power
plant to carry current needed for house.  Cost: $20,000

STEP 8: YOUR HEADACHE...

Now you can sit back, listen to Hi-Fi music, and figure out
how you‘re gonna pay for set.  Total Cost: $2,022,475
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E YOUR HI-FI SET

THE ECONOMICAL MAD WAY

STEP 1: YOUR AMPLIFIER (AND NEEDLE)...
~ |'

e,

M=

o\

Scour nearby alleys for mongrel dog with one buck tooth.
Plug tail into wall-socket. Output will be surprising! And
buck tooth will make fine needle! Cost: Nothing!

STEP 3: YOUR TURNTABLE MOTOR...
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Connect turntable to “'endless belt' with rope. As howling
dog scampers over belt, turntable will revolve. Harness
dog’s tooth to play LP's.  Cost of “‘endless belt’: $2.00

STEP 5: YOUR CABINET...

Old barrel found in vacant lot serves as fine cabinet for
your Hi-Fi set’s components. Cost of barrel: Nothing!
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STEP 2: YOUR TURNTABLE. ..
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Steal old Lazy Susan Serving-Tray from Dining Room, re-
move dishes, cover by gluing down sister’s old felt skirt,
and drive a ten-penny-nail in the center. Cost: Nothing.

STEP 4: YOUR LOUDSPEAKER...

Mother-in-law makes dandy loudspeaker, as you well know.
Merely connect her up to the mongrel dog. Between them,
you'll get all the high and low sounds. Cost: Nothing!

STEP 6: YOUR GOOD FORTUNE...

MAD Hi-Fi set is now finished. You've saved money, and
also goften rid of your Mother-in-law.  Total Cost: $2.00
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DISGUISE HI-FI EQUIPMENT TO BLEND INTO DECOR FOR BETTER RESULTS

This can be done in various ways. One method is to hide Another method is to hide speakers through house. This
your Hi-Fi components inside various pieces of furniture. will captivate your friends and family wherever they are.
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Your week-end guest will certainly get a big kick out of Your daughter and her fiance will surely appreciate the
listening to Hi-Fi music while trying to take a shower. sound of romantic Hi-Fi music while necking in the den.
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But mainly, disguise your Hi-Fi set's component parts
so your neighbors will have a hard time finding them when




MAD Reviews New Hi-Fi Rccordings

Glass and Steel

FAMOUS AUTOMOBILE CRASHES:
Vol. 1. Sounds of the most spectacular
antomobile crashes of the past 10
years, Pleasure Time Records, XM-

95 MPH, $4.98

THE LATE Heinrich Baffle, who collected
the material for this recording, was a
High Fidelity perfectionist to the end. At
the time of his death, caused by being
caught in the middle of a head-on col-
lision on the Lincoln Highway, Baffle
was engaged in the preparation of Vol-
ume 2 of this fine series.

Of the 24 crashes recorded here, one
that especially lends itself to re-hearing
s a 9-car bumper-to-bumper mishap
taped on the icy Merritt Parkway during
a sleer storm. The lows of steel meeting
steel provide a startling contrast to the
highs of the motorists’ screams.

Most spectacular of all the sounds on
this record is the band labeled "Flying
Fragments”. For this one, Baffle stationed
himself in the rock-strewn riverbed, 500
feet below notorious “Hairpin Turn” just
outside East Gap, Colorado. Nothing is
missing here. The high-cycled sounds of
shattering glass, the middle-range shock
waves of chrome and metal hitting stone,
and the unbelievable low-cycled explo-
sion. when the fire reaches the gas rank

. . are all faithfully recorded in a tech-
nically perfect masterpiece.

Here indeed, is a High-Fidelity record
designed for many hours of pleasant Hi-
Fi listening.

Sounds of Life

HICCUPS, BELCHES, SNEEZES, AND
COUGHS. Edited by Dr. Bascomb
Sneed. Mucus Records, 2—12" disks,
#5007-9, $5.98

TOP NOTCH reproduction, for the most
part . . . although several of the belches
sufter from distortion. The record jacket
boasts that the sneezes (performed by
actual hospital patients in wards) are so
lifelike, they laid up six audio engineers
with bad colds and virus during the re-
cording sessions.

Something New in Beethoven

BEETHOVEN: Symphony No. 3 (The
Erosca)r with Kyle Linseed playing the
solo kazoo. Longhair Records, 5-]-
322,83.98

HEARING BEETHOVEN rendered on the solo
kazoo makes us wonder if the composer
really didn't have this instrument in mind
when he wrote his masterpiece. As per-
formed by Mr. Linseed, the symphony
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reaches new heights in intensity and
power, especially during the finale. At
that point, Mr. Linseed, who is the only
azoo player in the world with a forked
tongue, nearly shatters the speaker with
his magnificent crescendo. The disinte-
gration of his wax paper ends the record
in a High-Fidelity coup.

Violence in Nature

BATTLE OF THE ANTS: Sownd: of
Nature Series, Vol, 3. Biology Rec-
ords, MM-53620456794567-], $5.98

TO MAKE this record, Hamilton Purge
lived in an anthill for seven months,
waiting for his chance. "Battle of the
Ants” is a thrilling, step-by-step narra-
tive in High-Fidelity sound of a bloody
war between tworant armies over a lousy
marshmallow, Purge’s technical genius
has managed to capture all of the mar-
velous sounds of the conflict . . . the in-
sects’ call to battle, the shouts of hand-to-
hand combat, the cries of victory, and
Purge's own screams when his right fore-
arm 15 used as a minefield.

For devotees of wildlife sounds, this
record set will make a worthy addition to
your Hi-Fi library. Also recommended
are the other offerings in the Sounds of
Nature Series: "Maring Calli of the
Seven Year Locusts”, and “The Birth of
a Water Beetle”,

Eloguent Elbows

SCHNOOK : Concerto for Kettledrum and :

Triangle. Mischa Gass, soloist. ],
Hmphlrich, conducting. Kapur Rec-
ords, C105, $4.98

NO ONE knows very much about Fried-
rich Schnook (170?-1?), the German
composer who died at the age of seven.
We do know that what might have been
an impressive career was tragically cut
short when the young genius accidentally
strangled in the strings of his harp. In any
case, his concerto for Kettledrum and Tri-
angle, written when Schnook was six, is
a MiNor masterpiece.

Fortunately for all Schnook lovers,
there are 16 versions of this concerto now
on records. This latest offering is by far
the most impressive, and certainly the
most complete, Wisely, the performers
have not omitted Schnook's famous, but
rarely played Elbow Variation in the
third movement. This consists of the solo-
ist striking his kettledrums for 15 min-
utes with his right elbow, and 10 min-
utes with his left.

This variation will be of particular
interest to High Fidelity fans, as the solo-
ist in this performance misses the ketcle-
drum during the 17th minute, and knocks
over the podium.

Lettens o The
MAD HI-FI
Edector

IS IT POSSIBLE?
Dear Hi-Fi Editor,

Is it possible for a printed cir-
cuit 40-wate amplifier with an output
impedence of 8 chms and a 70db hum
below 35 watts to be copnected to a 900
to 20,000 cps 15-omh tweeter with 120°
horizontal dispersion and a crossover net-
work of 200 cps when my tuner contains
a2 3-gang variablé condenser, a built-in
20KC whistle filter and three assorted
microvolts?

Lance La Touche
Dallas, Texas

It might be fun ro try—Ed.

WRONG WAY?
Dear Hi-Fi Editor,

My wrntable persists in revolv-
ing in the wrong direction. I cannort lis-
ten to my favorite music. What should
[ do?

Belinda Matrix,
Porcland, Ore.

Let the darned thing revolve any way it

wants. No true Hi-Fi fan cares sbout

music. It's the sound that's important!
—Ed.

GURGLING SOUND?
Dear Hi-Fi Editor,

I am puzzied, In Erich Blintze's
recording of Brahms Ist Symphony,
there is a strangle gurgling sound to .the
trumpets. Is this my set or the recording?

Vladimir Cabor,
Boston, Mass:

It's not your jet. This is an example of
the new "Seashore Techniques" of Hi-Fi
recording where the strings, woodwsnds,
and percussions play on the beach, and
the brass records underwater.—FEd.

TONE-ARM JUMPS?
Dear Hi-Fi Editor,

Whenever 1 play a certain LP, my
tone-arm jumps. Yesterday, it jumped 12
grooves, Is this the record?

Axel O'Toole,
Flagstaff, Ariz,

No. the record for groove jumping is held
by a Dauntless H-13-] tone-arm. On De-
cember 4, 1956, it jumped 37 grooves on
a record played by Clyde Pincus of Yonk-
ers, N. Y. Sorry—Ed.
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WE COULDN'T THINK OF A DEPT.
Just about every history book tells of *The Seven Wonders Of The World”, great man-

made marvels that are supposed to make you say, 'Gee, ain’t they wonderfull”” Well,
don’t be fooled! Somebody is covering up! Actually, they were a disgrace! Because
MAD’s “Seven Wonders'’ Editor spent the better part of one whole day probing into
this mess, and he discovered that *The Seven Wonders Of The World" were really . . .

PICTURES BY JOE ORLANDO

THE PYRAMIDS OF EGYPT
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Eric Lanyard, a bitter hermit living in Babylon, Long Island, so despised his
neighbors that he decided to conceal his house by means of a hanging garden.
He sowed his roof with seeds of the fasi-growing African Ivy plant. When
Lanyard awoke the next morning, he found himself a prisoner, cut off from
the outside world by dense vines. Eventually, Lanyard died of starvation, and
before the vines could be destroyed, they hanged 2300 townspeople.

To sell more soup, Lemuel T. Egypt, a grocer in Kokomo, Ind., constructed two
huge pyramids, each containing 77,890 cans of Campbell's Soup with no layer
having more than two cans of the same variety. Grocers from all over West-
Central Indiana flocked to Kokomo to admire the pyramids, until, one day, a
determined woman demanded a can of Concentrated Chicken Gumbo. The
resultant catastrophe accounted for 27 lives, including Egypt, 3 vegetable
assorters, four meat men, and the Midwest correspondent for Time.

THE TOMB OF MAUSOLUS THE COLOSSUS
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Ardsley Swill, a Cleveland dog fancier, spent thirty-one years planning and =L 4 | AAEE] ANER -
building a tomb for his pet dachshund, Mausolus. The magnificent air-con- Renfrew “Make-A-Million" Rhodes, retired Fort Worth oilman, hate

the sight of the flat Texas plains and decided to build his own moun-
tain which he would call “The Colossus of Rhodes”. He chose as the
site of his peak an area covered by a large mound of dirt already dug
up by a colony of moles. Rhodes’ friends laughed at him, shouting,

ditioned structure contained one-hundred and seven separate vaults, each

with its own hydrant. The floors were paved with bones, and oil portraits of

Mausolus hung on every wall. On the eve of the tomb’s dedication, however,
40 Mausolus eloped with a dalmation and hasn't been heard of since.

‘ * *HORACE STONEHAM will return A Street Guide To N. Y. City




**ELVIS PRESLEY will return a set of The Encyclopedia Britannica

The Seven Blunders

THE STATUE OF ZEUS

Lancelot 0. Zeus, president of the Zeus Bath Soap Company, was a fanatic
believer in cleanliness. Every day, he took 12 showers and 3 baths, and even
started a campaign to have the word “dirt" banned from the dictionary. As a
personal tribute to cleanliness, Mr. Zeus erected a statue of himself, entirely
out of soap on the wide lawn of his bay front mansion in San Francisco. He'd
just finished putting in place the final, 184,000th bar of soap, when a violent
thunder storm struck. The result produced an onslaught of suds which
clogged the engines of 19 freighters, capsized 300 fishing boats, and para-
lyzed shipping in ports as far away as Yokohama and Qakland.

OF RHODES
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“Men can’t make mountains out of molehills!"” But Rhodes went ahead,
eventually creating the world's highest mountain (31,371 feet). The
moles, however, objected to all this and speedily dug a 32,000 foot
crater which swallowed up Rhodes' mountain, Rhodes, and 72,890 spec-
tators, thereby proving “Moles can make manholes out of mountains!”

Of The World

THE TEMPLE OF DIANA
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Spumoni heiress, Diana Dregs, had one great ambition in life, and that was
to have her own temple on the grounds of her estate in Boston. While touring
turope, she discovered the marble fragments of what experts claimed to
have been a great Grecian temple. It took Miss Dregs 23 years to pick up
each of the 89,374 pieces of marble and have them shipped back to Boston.
She then spent the next 17 years putting the pieces together. When the tre-
mendous task was completed, she found that instead of a temple, she had
reconstructed the largest ancient Grecian marble outhouse known to man.

THE LIGHTHOUSE OF ALEXANDRIA
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It took Otis Bailiwick of Alexandria, Virginia, 54 years to build his full-sized
lighthouse made entirely out of matches. One night after he'd moved in,
while having a cigarette, Otis absent-mindedly flicked a live ash to the floor.
The blunder nat only leveled his life’s work, but the resultant glare attracted
over twenty-seven million moths from nearby states, so that two dozen large
woolen mills in the immediate vicinity were completely wiped out.




ORSON BEAN DEPT.

Recently, there has been a great revival of interest in the Civil
War. We're sure you are all familiar with this renowned conflict
which was fought, if not to free the slaves, at least to make them
inexpensive.Over at one of the television networks,a major spec-
tacular is planned on the Civil War. They're just waiting to see
how it ends! The reason this war is of great interest to Mr, Bean
is that his family played a vital role in it. So here, then, is . ..
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Great Grandfather, Cornelius Bean, for ex- Great Uncle Zachary was also in the Civil War, and left
ample, was very big in the war between the a personal history of those exciting days. My Great Uncle’s
states. He fought against Maine. For the diary is of little-known history, but then he was a
North, but against Maine! little known man. My Great Aunt hardly knew him!

PICTURES BY GEORGE WOODBRIDGE

But General Grant, too, was known as a man prone to take a nip. And Zachary He also brought back the

tells much about him. There was the day in '62 when Grant was cut off at General’s tin cup . . . which
the battle of Gerson’s Gap. Zachary was forced to make his way through three was doubly appropriate,

miles of Confederate encampment to bring back the General's desperately because after three snorts,
needed field instruments . . . a corkserew and a bottle opener. Grant was usually blind.
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Zachary Bean was the most decorated officer in the

Zachary’s diary gives a great deal of information about some of the well-

Union Army. He was the Herman Goering of the North. known figures of the day. It’s a sort of Civil War Confidential. For ex-
Although he was personal aide-de-camp to General ample, we've all read that General Stonewall Jackson was called “Stone-
Grant, to Zachary Bean, nothing came easy. He won most wall” because he always stood his ground. Not true! According to Zachary's

of his medals the hard way . .. from Grant, at dice. diary, Jackson acquired the name because he was usually cemented!
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In his diary, Zachary clears up a popular historical miscon- Earth Policy" was inaugurated by General Grant, who, every
ception regarding the origin of the term “Scorched Earth Sunday morning, lurched out of his tent, staggered up to
Policy”, a phrase hither-to-fore associated with Sherman’s the Confederate lines, and there, breathing defiance and
march to the sea. Actually, according to Zachary, the “Scorched LW. Harper, leveled the ground as far as the eye could see.

**ROBERT HALL will return e fancy pipe rack CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 43
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After Grant had lost his corkscrew at All went well until Manassas, The General had been standing 1n

the battle of Vicksburg, the General, with front of his tent, smiling broadly at a particularly lascivious bit
typical Yankee ingenuity, took to open- of levity, when a stray musket ball whistled by, removing his front
ing whiskey bottles with his teeth. two incisors. Fortunately, Grant was anesthetized at the time.
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The missing choppers caused Grant a great deal of After three weeks of seepage, the General's

embarrassment and no little expense, as half the booze whiskers were so sodden with alcohol, they took on
which entered his mouth flowed back out again. the appearance and aroma of a wet collie.
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Miles away, one of the older recruits was heard to re- While it is well-known that Mead invaded Chan-

mark, “I know it's one if by land, and two if by sea... celorsville, what most historians overlook is the fact
but what in heck does a burning beard mean?” that he did it by the light of Grant's beard!
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However, this loss so infuriated G
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nt, he laid siege to Richmond for the pur-

pose of recovering the necessary hardware . . . the bottle-opener, not the teeth,
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On a moonless night at Winslow’s Landing,
a shift in the wind brought the General's presence
to the attention of a Confederate sniper,
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The war dragged on until 1865. It could have ended
sooner, but it took until 1865 before Grant was
sober enough to pronounce “Appomattox”.
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m, pulled the friggef, and a roar
went up from 20,000 Union throats. Grant’s beard was on fire!
As Zachary says in his diary, “it burned like a beacon!”
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On the last page of his diary, Uncle Zachary gives his person-
al opinion as to the reason for the outcome of the Civil War.
The South lost because they were using Confederate Money,
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THE BARD OF BIRDLAND DEPT.

Many people have difficulty understanding the plays of William Shakespeare @;
because the language they're written in is old-fashioned. Now, for the first °
time, the youth of America can fully appreciate the beauty and significance
of his works as MAD, in its campaign to bring culture to all, presents . . .

SHAKESPEARE
UP-TO-DATE

MARC ANTONY'S FUNERAL ORATION
JULIUS CAESAR ACT III SCENE II

THE OLD VERSION

Friends, Romans, countrymen,

Lend me your ears;

I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.
The evil that men do lives after them;
The good is oft interred with their bones;
So let it be with Caesar. The noble Brurus
Hath rold you Caesar was ambirtious;

If it were so, it was a grievous faulr,

And grievously hath Caesar answer'd ir.
Here. under leave of Brurus and the rest,—
For Brutus is an honorable man;

So are they all, all honorable men,—

Come I to speak in Caesar's funeral.

He was my friend, faithful and just to me;
But Brutus says he was ambitious;

And Brurus is an honorable man.

He hach brought many captives home to Rome,
W hose ransoms did the general coffers fill;
Did this in Caesar seem ambitious?

When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept;

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff;
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;

And Brurus is an honorable man.

You all did see that on the Lupercal

[ thrice presented him a kingly crown,
Which he did thrice refuse; was this ambition?
Yer Brutus says he was ambitious;

And, sure, he is an honorable man.

I speak not to disprove what Brurus spoke,
But here | am to speak what I do know.

You all did love him once, not without cause;

W hat cause withholds you then to mourn for him?

O judgement! thou art fled to brurish beasts,
And men have lost their reason. Bear with me;
My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar,
And I must pause till it come back to me.

THE MAD VERSION

Friends, Romans, hipsters,
Let me clue you in;
| come to put down Caesar, not to groove him.

The square kicks some cats are on stay with them;

The hip bits, like, go down under;

So let it lay with Caesar. The cool Brutus

Gave you the message Caesar had big eyes;
If that's the sound, somecone’s copping a plea,
And, like, old Caesar really set them straight.
Here, copacetic with Brutus and the studs,—
For Brutus is a real cool cat;

So are they all, all cool cats,—

Come | to make this gig at Caesar’s lay down.
He was my boy, the most and real gone to me;
But, like, Brutus pegs him as having big eyes;
And old Brutus is a real cool cat.

He copped a lot of swinging heads for home,
Which put us way out with that loot;

Does this give Caesar big eyes?

When the square cats bawled, Caesar flipped;
Big eyes should be made of more solid megillah;
Yet Brutus pegs him as having big eyes;

And Brutus is a real cool cat.

You all dug that bit at the Lupercal scene
Three times | bugged him with the King’s lid,

And three times he hung me up; was this big eyes?

Yet Brutus pegs him with big eyes;

And, sure, he is a real cool cat.

| don't want to double-O what Brutus gummed,
But, like, 1 only dig what comes on straight.
You all got a charge out of him once,

So how come you don’t cry the blues for him?
Man! You are real nowhere,

You don’t make it anymore. Don’t cut out on me;
My guts are in the pad there with Caesar,
And | gotta stop swinging till they round-trip.
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AND NOW, BECAUSE IT'LL BE TOO LATE NEXT ISSUE, MAD WISHES YOU ALL...

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS...

S5TORY AND PICTURES BY DOMN MARTIN
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YOU INSIST UPON BEING SICK TO YOU
GET YOUR MONEY'S WORTH!

SUBSCRIBE TO MAD

MAD SUBSCRIPTIONS VAR BOUPON"eR-ngTLITATE

STOMACH,

225 Lafayette Street
New York City 12, New York

One thing | like is to get my money’s worth.
Enclosed is $2.00 for the next nine issues
of MAD. Enter my name as a subscriber and. ..
Gee! I'm getting sick to my stomoch olready! CITY ZONE _—_STATE

CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS, NOTE!

Solve your Christmas Gift problem. Give a subscription to MAD. Then, next Christmas, you won’t have a gift problem
because the person you gave it to this year won't be talking to you. If this is a Christmas gift subscription, and you
want a gift card sent advising the receiver you‘re sending it, include your own name and address and check box here. ..



WINSTEN p——

TASTES GOOD! Bes LIKE A e o

SHOULD ! YOU ?

Seems like somebody always butts in

when you talk about .. WINSTEN

No matter where vou may be—on the train, at the circus, even
in your own home decorating the Christmas tree—just mention
Winsten, and some character’s bound to stick in his two-cents!
So, if vou'd rather have private conversations about smoking,

take our advice. Next time. go get vourself a pack of Camels!
4 h

J R ROMALDS TOBACCO CO.,, WINSTEN-CAMEL, N

Smoke CAMELS ...and avoid all themdarned interruptions!




