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THE DEVIL | SELT TR
MADE HER K Bistl/

SATAN CREPT INTO ANN
GREELING'S BED AT
NIGHT AND CARESSED
M HER WITH HIS ICY CLAWS,
) _ , WHISPERING HIS WICKED ¥
- r:g“ | IDEAS INTO HER EAR.

DERER'S

I TELL YOU, i Dont [i:'ér._.:nlw L|'-I\f r.i%;hr.
WAS THE DEVIL! reverend “s hog-wash.

| beg you to believe me: |
idn "t have anything to do with
this unfortunate business

| don ¢ know what gave Ann

Greeling her horrible ideas. ==

[t s been a long time
since | stopped won-

dering why people do 3 . - 4
; st watch ch 0it... IF 7 + 2
what they do. ' kY s A them & it M/ \

/ Tl
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Carpenter Maynard Greeling worshipped

his wife, Ann, like to a heathen idol. He

had made it his life's ambition to make her A pretty bland
sight indeed...

every wish come true.

And for his pains she gave him
her smile, and her love, and a
licele son named Edmund.

...until one very fine day Ann
made up her mind chac she
wanted to have a murderer

for a son.

Now we all know that
a murderer can only
fathered by a murderer. |

And Maynard Greeling was

as kind-hearted a soul as you

could meet. He hadn't hurt a
fly in his whole life.

1 “Ann's been dealt
rotten cards”, |
thought.

HEAVY METAL 3




WHAT ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT, WOMAN?

TAKE YOUR HAMMER,
MAYNARD GREELING!
KILL YOUR CHILD!

Ok, for the naivity
Y of these mortals!

But when she
wouldn't look
ac him any-
more, and
when she
didn't speak
another
word with

Maynard Greeling didn't
know what to do. What was
wrong with his wife!

4 HEAVY METAL

IF YOU DON'T KILL
THE BOY, YOU'RE
NOT A MAN...

...AND I WILL NEVER
LOOK AT YOU AGAIN!
I WILL NEVER SPEAK
ANOTHER WORD WITH

-.UNTIL YOU SLAUGHTER
THE CHILD IN IT'S BED.

il

He had never been able to
refuse her a single wish...
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n had already been up a

__~| vou HAVE TO L
| DIE, HUSBAND. |__

CHILD AND DESERVE TO
NECK

BE HANGED BY THE
UNTIL YOU ARE DEAD.

YOU KILLED YOUR OWN
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As Maynard grew up, Ann
told him abourt his facher
and his brother.

6 HEAVY METAL

Nine months lacer
Ann gave birtchto |
a healthy lictle boy. [

He had the eyes of his father,
and so she named him Maynard.

LITTLE EDMUND DIED
OF A FEVER BEFORE
YOU WERE EVEN BORN.

AND THEN YOUR FATHER WENT
ON A LONSG JOURNEY EXPLORING
THE NEW WORLD ON THE BIG
SAILING SHIPS.

BUT JUST YOU WAIT,
CHILD. ONE DAY HE
WILL RETURN TO US.

WHEN, MOTHER? WHEN
WILL FATHER RETURN?




And when the boy asked

her again, again she said:

ON YOUR TWENTYFIRST
BIRTHDAY, MAYNARD -~
ON THE DAY YOU BECOME

And when voung Maynard
finally completed his
ewentyfirse year and was

looking for his facher

...his mother did again begin o tell
him about his brother and his father
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Ann told him how his facher had | M N Gauht Ann told him how she
: . : SRR aynard went pale with horror. by
killed his brother at her behest. EaEliE AL o had executed his father.
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3 Later Maynard Greeling told
| his judges that the hammer had
suddenly sprung into his hand.

e i W
He didn't remember what
he had done, but in the end
his mother was dead.

The judges showed no mercy
for a mother murderer.

8 HEAVY METAL



Ann is so proud of herself. She tells me her story time ‘
and time again, and | just can't get enough of it.
E y ! Y
- _ D%

Once curiosity got the better
1 of me, and | dared ro ask her
why she had done it.
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o B
/ WE'RE LOST,
AREN'T WE?
WE SHOULD BE
ABLE TO SEE
THE VILLAGE
LIGHTS BY

-7 wwAT DO : : . _ \
{ ”?g ggﬁﬁ’ i \ Ao WE TOOK THE
TH/S . : . b WRONG TURN-
\ WEATHER? / . 1R L OFF AT THE
> v .\ crossrodps
A ' BECAUSE OF
THE STORM/

NO/ rm sure
THE STREAM WE
FORDED A WHILE
AGO CAN NO
LONGER BE
CROSSED. IT'S
BETTER TO KEEP
ON GOING...

/ HOPE SO...
WE'RE IN A
DESERTED AREA,
e I3 AND SAMAIN'S
IF THE PATH NIGHT HAS
FOLLOWS THE . OPENED ITS
COAST, WE'LL , GATES...
KNOW WHERE ;
WE ARE...




THIS IS HARDLY
THE MOMENT
TO SPEW ourt

SucH
BLASPHEMY!

SUPERSTITIONS
ARE THE WORK |
OF THE DEVIL,
OR DON'T You
KNOW THAT
yET .:'."

DON'T
WORRY! THE
STORM WILL
ABATE AND

WE WILL FIND
OUR wAaY...

THERE IS
NO
BLASPHEMY
IN WHAT I'M
\___ SAYING...

-

7 BE QUIET! "\

You've r
OUTRAGED OUR
LORD AND PUT

YOour
IMMORTAL
souL IN

GRANDFA,
WHAT IS
SAMAIN'S
NIGHT?

IN A FARAW.AY

TIME, SAMAIN

MARKED THE
BEGINNING OF A

NEW YEAR. OUR 12

ANCESTORS
BELIEVED...




.. THESE
PASSAGES
LINKED OUR

WORLD TO THE

HEROIC WORLD

OF THE GODS |
AND...

e OF

! ENCHANTED
CREATURES. i




THE NIGHT HAS
BEGUN UNDER
MOST
AUusp/c/ous
S/GNS, DON'T
You THINK SO,
DEAREST
GUESTS?

ABSOLUTELY!
A MOST

ENCHANTING
SHOW!




HOWLING WINDS R i\
AND RAGING _ 2
RAIN! BLOODY L. - SR
WOUNDS AND - :
HIDEOUS PAIN! A % -
| MAGNIFICENT . 7~ N
NIGHT! \ Tt

AND . JE
WHAT DO -
WE HAVE
HERE?

Rz

Your
RUN, CATCH
IT AND TIE IT

upr

THIS? THIS
SCRUMPT/IOUS,
SWEET-
SMELLING
SLEEFING
RUMP?

you!r AND You!
RUN! GATHER
AND CARRY
AWAY THIS
INTOXICATING
FLOWER/



BELIEVE Us,
CHILD, WE'RE
YOUR FRIENDS!
sTOoP
STRUGGLING OR
YOU'RE GOING
7O MAKE US...

AAAHHI!
GoD
ALMIGHTY! |

v

WE CAN'T FIGHT
THEM OFF/ THERE
ARE TOO MANY OF

THEM! WE WERE
LUCKY WE WERE
ABLE TO SNATCH
YOoUu FROM THEIR

CLAWS...

THE STALK OF
THIS FLOWER
/S STILL FILLED
WITH SAP. I'D
LIKE TO BRING
/T TO MY LIPS
TO QUENCH MY
THIRST/

AND | WISH /
COULD STICK
MY CLAWS INTO
Pl 74/s DELICIOUS
COROLLA!
VM HUNGRY!




THERE!
BLEEDING ;
FLESH AND EONKZ.OF
DARKNESS/
How
DISGUSTING!

DEATH...

AAARRH! GO
BACK TO THE
SLIME THAT
GAVE You
B/RTH/

TELL ME, MY
FRIENDS,
WASN'T THERE
ALSO A
DEL/CIOUS
LITTLE SEED? /
BELIEVE THERE
wAas...




————
AND | HAVE
ALwAays
DREAMED OF
PLANTING A
LITTLE WILD

SEED...

THESE
woops
EXUDE A
STRANGE
ODOR...

e IN
MY
ORCHARD!




S0 You THINK
THAT MY
S/IGHT WAS
IMPAIRED 8BY
DRUNKEN-

w A STRANGE
ODOR THAT
/S NO
STRANGER

YES/ BUT
THERE /S
NO S/GN OF
THE LITTLE |
SEED/

WELL, IS IT
SO
SURFPRIS-
ING?

AND THIS IS *
NOT VERY
SURFPRISING
EITHER! | CAN
KEEP HANDING
THEM ouT/

RIGHT! LET'S GO
HOME! FORGET
THE DAMN GIRL/
WE'VE GOT
ENOUGH TO
STOCK OUR
LARDER/

YES! WE
GOT AWAY
| JUST IN
TIME!

=7 g2




FOLLOW THESE
M/SERABLE
CREATURES AND
SEE WHERE
THEY'RE TAKING
THEIR CAPTIVES.
WE'LL MEET You
IN THE VILLAGE...

/IF YOU'RE

Wet| FEELING BRAVE |

ENOUGH,
LUAINE, WE
COULD GIVE

YOUR FATHER

A PROPER

BURIAL...




MY
MOTHER
AND MY
GRAND-

FATHER...

— - -

THE PASSING
OF TIME /S
DIFFERENT IN
OUR WORLD,
LUAINE...

.. --I- |
)

WHEN YOU CROSS
THE THRESHOLD
THAT SEPARATES

OUR WORLD

I
YOU CAN STILL |
CHANGE YOUR
MIND! | WON'T
HOLD [T
AGAINST
You...

ALL THAT

7,
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ISN'T IT
BEAUTIFU,

YES, IT'S
NOT BAPD...

!/ DON'T WISH
TO OFFEND
. - ' A = You, 8UT Ir's
MOON 1S o SERER e ACTUALLY THE
so " 2 . O N ATOON /N YOUR

WORLD THAT' S

HUGE!
£ SMaLL!

| LOOK! WE'RE
COMING TO

S/DH, WHERE
MY CLAN

! MUST LET s

THEM KNOW Ey
WHAT .

HAPPENED...




WHEN IT'S COLD AN’
YA NEED TO GET
WARM... WHEN IT'S
P :?Yu R€ WHEN IT'S WINDY
s gx’ “?'Y o AN’ YOUR MOUTH
B /S ALL DRY... EVEN
IF IT'S RAININ' AN’
YOU'RE SO
SOAKED You
COULD CRY...

/F YOU'RE SO
THIRSTY THAT You
THINK YOU couLp
DIE... THEN POUR
YOURSELF A JUG
OF SACRACH AND
YER THIRST WILL

BE QUENCHED/!

POUR YOURSELF
TWO JUGS/ OR
EVEN THREE OR
FOUR! YOuwLL BE |
PLASTERED, YOU'LL
SEE/ FIVE OR SIX/
AND IT'S UNDPER
THE TABLE YOUrLL
BE/

STOP/

/ HAVE
SOMETHING
7O TELL
your

/'VE BEEN
THINKING AND
N /'VE COME TO A
| DEC/S/ION! WE'LL R
ONLY TAKE ONE Lt
OF OURrR -
PRISONERS TO




WE'VE DONE ALL
THE WORK,
TAKEN ALL THE
RISKS, SO WE
DESERVE A
REWARD/

THE OLD MAN WILL

KEEFP BALOR BUSY

FOR A LONG TIME/
SO LET BALOR
FEED ON HIS

SOFTENED BRAIN

FOR AS LONG AS

HE LIKES!

e WHICH

BUT WE'LL YOUW'LL ALL
KEEP THE W REMEMBER
FEMALE! SHE'S FOR A
NICE AND LONG TIME/
PLUMPF! WE'LL
HAVE QUITE A

NOow
THAT'S A4
GREAT
IDEA/




YOU've
VIOLATED

EOLAS HAS
CROSSED THE
THRESHOLD
BETWEEN THE
WO
WORLDS/

MAY LUG
PROTECT
us/

HAVE You
GONE e

COMPLETELY |
MAD?!

WHAT HAVE
You DONE,
you
PATHET/C
CREATURE?

.. AND
YOU've
BROUGHT
THAT CHILD
HERE/

OUR QUEEN
WANTS TO SEE
EOLAS

| /MMEDIATELY!

LET HIM

B8Y THE
FIRES OF
HEAVEN!

WE'RE




THE
FORMORES
WiLL
EXTERMINATE
uss

LET'S JUusTt
HOFPE THEY
DON'T
TORTURE US
FIRST/!

our
VILLAGE

SHUT UPl/
YOU'RE IN THE
PRESENCE OF
DE/RDRE, OUR

BELOVED

SOVERE/IGN/

l.. EMER
ANP 1, 1
MEAN... WE
THOUGHT...

NO HARM
WOULD COME OF
IT IF WE JUsT
TOOK A PEEK AT
THE OTHER
S/DE...

. BUT WE SAW
LUAINE AND HER
PARENTS
TRAVELING IN A
BROKEN-DOWN
CARRIAGE. THEN A
8/G ROCK CAME
OUT OF NOWHERE
AND HIT THEM.
THEY WERE
AMBUSHED...

w BY THE
CLAN OF
THE DARK
FOREST/




T—— —_—

LUAINE'S FATHER |
WAS KILLED RIGHT
AWAY. HER MOTHER
AND HER
GRANDFATHER WERE
KIDNAPPED BY IT WOULD
ABACC AND HIS
CRONIES. IN THE B8R O‘;’;‘;:f our KNOWING
MEANTIME... | THAT YOUu
HEARTS TO couLp GET
LEAVE THE
CHILD...

TO RESCUE
LUAINE FROM
RIGHT UNDER

THE VERY

NOSES OF THE
CLURICAUNES!
THAT'S WHAT

HAPPENED...

e il 25

e

THAT'S ENOUGH/

EOLAS’' ERRORS

WiLL BE DEALT

WITH LATER! WE
HAVE MORE
IMPORTANT

THINGS TO PO

NOW THAN ARGUE! ’ / SN _

-~

1477

HE RAN
AFTER
ABAcc TO
SEE WHERE
HE WAS
TAKING HIS
CAPTIVES!

us ALL
KILLED!!

THIS IS WHAT /
THINK, WE DIDN'T
KNOW EXACTLY WHY
BALOR FORBADE
ANYONE TO COME
CLOSE TO THE
THRESHOLD. WE CAN
NOW PERWAPS
DEDUCE THE
REASON...

HE SECRETLY
K/DNAPS
HUMAN

BEINGS! THIS

MEANS THAT...

e IE MY
HYPOTHES/S IS
CORRECT, AND
ABAacc /s Now
HEADING TOWARD
THE FORTRESS
OF THE DARK
LORD TO OFFER
HIM THE SPOILS
OF THE HUNT,
THEN...




I'M AFRAID
THAT THE
TRUTH OF WHAT
! HAVE JUST
SAID WiLL BE
CONFIRMED...

w BALOR WILL SURELY
FIND ouTt ABouTt
LUAINE'S EXISTENCE,
AND IT IS VERY LIKELY
THAT HE'LL DISCOVER
THAT SHE /IS IN OUR
WORLD, AND MORE
PREC/ISELY IN OUR
VILLAGE...

THUS
PROVING
THAT OUR

WORST FEARS
WERE WELL
FOUNDED!

THERE'S
SOMETHING

BALOR HAS GIVEN
THE ORDER TO
KIDNAP THE
HUMANS! ABACC
IS MARCHING
TOWARD...

WE KNOW
THAT/

THE CLURICAUNES HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO GIVE
LUAINE'S MOTHER TO
BALOR! THEY'VE SPLIT
INTO TWO GROUPS. ONE
/'S GOING TO THE
FORTRESS AND THE
OTHER IS HEADING
TOWARD THE DARK
FOREST...

!/ DON'T
KNOW...

EOLAS/
WHAT IS THE
MEANING OF







SO THAT'S
WHERE
YOU'RE

TAKING ME?
TO THIS
CASTLE?

THAT'S
RIGHT,
GRANDFA/
WHY? DON'T
You L/IKE r=

‘CAUSE IN
THAT CASE...

WHAT WILL
BECOME
OF ME
HERE?

OH, JUST f.4 Ay )\ IF | WERE You,
ANOTHER o OLD MAN, I'D BE
4 ; W LESS cur/ous/
DARK torp’'s | | = BELIEVE ME,
OBSCURE A - 3 YOU'LL FIND
DES/IGNS! § , e ouT WHAT

AwWAITs You
SOON ENOUGH!

LET'S GO/
GET A MOVE
ON/ WE'VE
WASTED
ENOUGHT
TIME!




WHAT'S
GOING TO
HAPPEN
Now?=
DE/IRDRE CALLED A
MEETING OF THE
CLAN COUNCIL TO
DEC/IDE WHAT
SHOULD BE DONE,
GIVEN THE GRAVITY
OF THE PRESENT
SITUAT/ION...

/S THIS
BALOR YOU'VE
BEEN TALKING

ABsour

REALLY SO
EVIL?

YES, HE IS, LUAINE!
MORE EVIL THAN
YOU CAN IMAGINE/
MHE IS THE MASTER
OF CHAOS AND
DARKNESS/ HE
RULES OVER THE
FEARFUL
FORMORES AND e
OUR ISLAND... y BURCENED BY
HIS HEAVY
YOKE! HE HAS
IMMENSE
POWERS/

THAT EXPLAINS
THE HOSTILITY
THEY SHOWED
TOWARD YOU A
MOMENT AGO.
8Y BRINGING
YOou HERE-

WITH HIS THIRD
EYE, HE CAN
DESTROY ENTIRE
ARMIES! BUT
THAT'S NOT ALL/
FOR GENERATIONS
MY PEOPLE HAVE
BEEN HELD
CAPTIVE ON THIS
ISLAND, WITHOUT A |

SINGLE ALLY!

WHICH | DO
NOT REGRET-
/
ENDANGERED
A VERY
FRAGILE
BALANCE/




WE'LL TRY TO
RESCUE LUAINE'S
MOTHER TONIGHT!

WHILE OUR

WARRIORS DO
BATTLE, THE REST
OF THE VILLAGERS
WILL PREPARE OUR
ESCAPE INTO THE

MOUNTAINS/

WE ARE ALL
FAMILIAR WITH THE
UNDERGROUND
GALLERIES OF THE
MINES, WE'LL HIDE
THERE FOR AS LONG
AS NECESSARY!

WE'LL TALK
Asour Ir

AS NECESSARY"! | LATER/
WHAT DOES
YOUR MAJESTY
MEAN BY THAT?

"FOR AS LONG

THE COUNCIL HAS
SUGGESTED A wWAY
OF RESCUING HIM.
BUT WE'LL DISCUSS
THAT LATER, TOO! WE
HAVE TO DEAL WITH
THE CLURICAUNES
FIRST/

AND... MY
GRANDFA,




THE YOUNGER OF

THE TWO WAS DIED,
ON MOST POWERFUL
LORD! BUT, LUCKILY,

THE OLD MAN IS IN

GOOD HEALTH! HIS

EXISTENCE IS MOST
CERTAINLY OF GREAT

INTEREST/

w COULD A MERE
FLY DROPPING,
SUCH AS MYSELF,
PRESUME TO
EXPRESS AN
OFPINION ON THIS
COMPLEX ISSUE?

——

OHM/ A THOUSAND
THANKS,
POWERFUL LORD/
THERE WILL BE
MUCH FEASTING
AND CELEBRATING
IN YOUR HONOR/




RIGHT AWAY,
MOST FEFARED
LORD! IT'S AS

IF | WERE
ALREADY

RV

>

TR
v.

..,,,
3 N
2

- —
A

)\

y SRS

i

%

MIGHTY
LORD?Z!... |




poIp you

REALLY THINK
YOUu COULD

HIDE ANYTHING
FROM ME?

YES, YES/ MY
Lorp! Bes/pes
THE MEN, THERE §
WAS A WOMAN

AND A LITTLE

GET AWAY/

THAT'S WHY..
ARE YOU SO
AFRAID OF ME

m"‘- T<_.‘£F"_., "

WHO ARE THE
HUMANS THAT
YOU DIDN'T




Gt
u.,.

UNDERSTAND,
MY LORD/
NO MORE

x
mm
X3
a¥
]

oX
Ny
Sy
=
Q

WHEN I'VE BROUGHT
HER TO You!

THE WIND! | WILL
ONLY STOFP RUNNING

-~
Qg
S
38
5
)
2
¥2
33

R

l'LL BE FASTER THAN




T 1
".J'/),,ﬂ)', AN
\ A 'Hﬂj'l

A\

L'ﬁ[l \

: : ‘\HI' . :

)

HEARD
EVERYTHING THAT |
WAS sA/D...
WHAT ARE
YOUR _
ORDERS? S




Y /W.LMT"S HAPPENING P
4 MHEE, HEE.. SO You
WANT TO KNOW
WHAT'S HAPPENING? /
DON'T KNOW... OR
MAYBE | DO... BALOR
/S OPENING HIS THIRD
EYE.. HEE, HEE... AND
IT'S ENTERING INTO
YOUR SOUL...

w TS AS IF A
FILTHY RAT HAD
SLIPPED INTO
YOUR BRAIN...
HEE... A RAT
THAT'S QUIETLY
GMNAWING AWAY AT
YOUR BRAIN...

! DON'T KNOW WHY HE'S

DOING THAT! HEE, HEE...
OUT OF PURE CRUELTY,
PROBABLY... HEE, HEE...
WHEN HE'S IN YOU...
FOR HOURS... DAYS...
FOREVER... HEE...
YEESSS/

.« THE PAIN...
HEE.. IT'S

UNBEARAA...I!




.. I'VE BAKED
MOM'S

CHERRY PIE...

: / HOPE IT'S...

e




i -,-‘—“‘7'

WHAT /IS
1T,
FATHER?

el AT

LEAST
HALF AS
GOOD AS

WHAT ABouT
ME? DON'T /
GET ANY
COMPLIMENTS?

I'M SURE IT 1S, Uil
MY DEAR! YOU'RE ..
AS GOOD A W
CoOk 45 YOUR |
MOTHER USED 4
70 BE... AND
YOU'RE EVEN
PRETTIER!

AND YOU, MY
ADORED LITTLE
ONE/! YOU ARE AS
BEAUTIFUL AND
GRACEFUL AS THE
FAIRIES. BUT YOU
HAVE ALSO
INHERITED MY
CHARACTER... MY
COURAGE AND
BRASHNESS/

s [F
THEY'RE
Jy HERE, I'LL
FIND THEM!



come N/ |
W 7vE PaTH §
B /s cLear!

YOoUu CAN sSTILL
DEC/DE TO
STAY IN THE |
FOREST, AND
WAIT FOR US

WHY ARE
You so
STUBBORN?




GIVE HER A FEW
MORE JUGS.

| THAT WILL MAKE

HER FLESH EVEN
JUC/IER AND

MORE TENDER/

EOLAS/
HURRY! I'M
AFRA/ID
MORANN /S IN
GREAT
DANGER/

S0, /S SHE
READY?! ABACC
WILL BE HERE
SOON AND HE
WON'T LIKE IT IF
HE HAS TO wAalT
TO UNBUCKLE
HIS BELT...

FEAST FOR
ABAcc/ AND
FOR US,

LICKING HIS
CHOPS JUST

THINKING ABOUT

THE ORGY
THAT'S BEING
PREPARED/

THE VOICES

CAME FROM

OVER THERE/
WE MUsT
HURRY!!

}
|




V'LL HAVE
A PIECE
FROM THE

o AND /'LL TAKE §

THE MOST
SUCCULENT

A PART OF THE 1B

FEMALE
B8opy...

e WHICH
/erors
DON'T 1
APPREC/ATE/

| DrRINK SOME
= MORE, MY

N prerry/IT

WILL MAKE
YOou EVEN...

| LUAINE.. COME
\ HERE.. WE'VE TR
GOT TO PRAW &
up A PLAN OF B8

ATTACK!










e . o xS . Lo -



MOMAMY,
PLEASE

/'Ll TEAR
YOUR coUutrs
ours




VICTORY/!/ on

EVERY FRONT,
THE VERMIN
ARE BEING

FORCED TO

HIDEOUS |
RAT FACE.”

HE DIED
QuickLY! sur
WHEN THEY

Y capTURE ONE OF

us, OUR FATE IS |
VERY DIFFERENT! |\

LET'S GO

G/IVE OUR J

QUEEN THE
GOOD NEWS! )




MOMMY/! |
sdy
SOMETHING:

POOR WOMAN! §
SACRACH HAS
DESTROYED
HER BRAIN!

WHAT'S THE
MATTER
WITH HER?/!




‘ . : o G SINCE IT IS
| HER souL Has | I — _ d IMPOSS/BLE
| FLOWN AWAY, p i _ . - - FOR US
B il ot _, Y’ KORRIGANS TO
UNFORTUNATELY, X : : SAVE YOUR
THERE IS NOTHING e _ : GRANDFATHER
| "7 can 0o aBour \ : N FROM BALOR'S
T & ' \ CLUTCHES ON
o OUR OWN, OUR
o ' COUNCIL HAS
sur s ; . REQUESTED
PERHAPS S Y | i : HELP FROM
ALL IS NOT - . i THE TUATHA OF
' DPANANN!

8ur,
BELOVED
SOVERE/IGN...

- WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, FIRST OF ALL, IT IS BUT EVEN IF WE GOT THERE, WE ... AND EVEN IF
[7'S JUST AS CRAZY TO  pRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE DON'T HAVE A BOAT TO TAKE US  WE DID GET A
TRY TO GO AND SEE THE 7O GET TO THE COAST TO THE ISLAND OF TUATHA OF BOAT, THE

TUATHA OF DANANN AS IT  wiryour ALTERING THE DANANN... WORST WOULD
/S TO ATTACH BALOR'S FORMORES/ STILL LIE AHEAD

BLACK FORTRESS/ OF us...

. THE
TERRIFYING,
UNCHAINED

OCEAN!!

THEY ARE
THE
ANCESTRAL
ENEMIES OF
THE
FORMORES/

WHO ARE
THE TUATHA

b| LONG AGO, BALOR HIMSELF WAS VANGUISHED

| BY LUG, ONE OF THE HEROES OF THE TUATHA

PEOPLE OF DANANN, WHO WILL BE DELIGHTED
TO FIND OUT THAT...




... BALOR SECRET-
LY KIDNAPS
HUMANS DURING
THE NIGHT OF
SAMAIN. THEY
WILL SURELY
WANT TO KNOW
THE REASON WHY.

————— —

SOME OF THEM WILL
HAVE TO COME HERE TO
FIND OUT WHAT'S
GO/NG ON, FAR FROM
THE ENDLESS NAvAL
BATTLE THAT THEY HAVE
J BEEN WAGING AGAINST
THE FORMORES. WHEN
THEY DO, THEY MAY
WELL RESCUE YOUR
GRANDFATHER!

UNLIKE US, THE
TUATHA OF DANANN
ARE EXPERTS IN
THE ARTS OF
MAG/C... SO THEY
MAY BE ABLE TO
HEAL YOUR
MOTHER/

{

AND LET'S HOPE
THEY DEC/DE TO
GRANT US THEIR
PROTECT/ON,
BECAUSE WE WILL 1T REMAINS TO
SOON BE /N DIRE P, BE SEEN WHO
NEED OF e
. v WILL BE THE
UNLUCKY ONE
WHO WILL HAVE
TO GO AND
INFORM THEM/




—— e ——

EMER AND | ARE
RESPONS/BLE FOR
THE DANGER THAT
HAS BEFALLEN OUR

CLAN, SO WE

VOLUNTEER FOR

THIS TASK!

OUR QUEEN HAS
EVOKED THE
POSS/B/LITY OF
GETTING HELP FROM
THE TUATHA OF
DANANN. THAT MEANS
THAT SHE AND HER
COUNCIL HAVE COME
UP WITH A4 w4y TO
REACH THEM.

t/

aBour 17> [

BELIEVE /
HAVE

" YN oy yEuPr
.28 IN THAT CASE,
TELL US SO WE

CAN JUDGE
THE EXTENT OF

YOUuRr
SPLEND/D

CLA/IRVOYANCE/

THE FEWER OF US

CERTAINLY!
EMER AND /
ARE PLANNING
70... .

NO/! THE
FORMORES
couLp
CAPTURE
ONE OF

KNOW THE EXACT
DETAILS, THE
GREATER WILL BE

EOLAS’ AND EMER'S |

CHANCES OF
ACCOMPLISHING
THEIR QUEST...

/T /S NOW TIME
FOR WS TO
START MOVING/
WE'VE DELAYED |
LONG ENOUGH!




I'M GOING
WITH
THEM/

THINK ABOUT
/T, CHILD! YOou
WILL BE SAFER

WITH OUR

CLAN IN THE

MOUNTAINS...

THOUGHT
ABOoUT [T, YOUR
MAJESTY! I'M
GOING WITH
EOLAS AND

EOLAS,
EMER/
WHAT PO

A YOU THINK?

i IF
N THEYLL
\  HAVE ME!

IT'S MADNESS,
YOUR MAJESTY/
BuT THIS wiHOLE _
PROJECT /S PURE —
MADNESS 7

YOUu CAN s4d4y
ANYWAY, AND \ THAT AGAIN! IF |

B LUAINE'S BRAVERY IR "L or s |

/S UNEQUALED. Xl 14D SUFFERED
: AS MUCH AS
SHE HAS, WE
WOULD BE
DEVASTATED...

s
s,

w YET HERE
SHE /S, READY
TO FACE NEW

DPANGERS/



THE DIE IS
CAST! You
WILL ALL
THREE GO
TOGETHER!

YOURSELVES
WITH COURAGE,
KORR/IGANS, FOR
WE WILL NOT
REST UNTIL WE
REACH THE
MI/NES/




/! FOUND
THEM,
FATHER!
BOTH OF
THEM...

THE WOMAN /S
/N POOR
HEALTH/!

DE/RDRE AND

HER PEOPLE
ARE FLEEING
7O HIDE IN THE

BUT, STRANGELY,
THE CHILD IS

ACCOMFANIED
B8Y ONLY TWO
KORR/IGANS.




CONTACT

DRUMS ECHO THROUGHOUT
THE JUNGLE. TIEDP ON
THE TREETOPS, THE
MESSENGERS HIT THE
INSTRUMENTS RHYTMICALLY
AND FURIOUSLY. THEY ARE
SWEATING PROFUSELY, AND
THEIR ARMS HURT TO THE
POINT OF PARALYS/S. 8UT
THEY DO NOT STOP.

WHAT CAN BE SO
IMPORTANT THAT

THE COUNCIL SUMMONS
ALL THE WARR/ORS, THE
INCLUDING THOSE WHO COUNCIL'S
ARE RAVAGING VILLAGES HAVING AN
ACROSS THE JUNGLE OR EMERGENCY
CHASING TO THE OTHER MEETING. WE
S/IDE OF THE RIVER MUST LEAVE
INTRUDERS WHO DARED TO EVERYTHING
ENTER THEIR DOMAIN. THEY AND GO
NEED THEM HERE. NOW.

WHAT CAN
POSS/BLY BE
HAPPENING?

SOMETHING

i 70 SHARFPEN

THEY HAVE
FOUND...
SOMETHING.

WE MUST LEAVE
A BATTLE?

V
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WE HAVE NO
TIME TO
LOSE.

70 HEAVY METAL

EVERYONE
HERE?

""E!

00y raty e
L0 L NS

!/ THOUGHT
THEY
WOULDN'T
GIVE A

WE HAVE FOUND
WHAT MANKIND WAS
WA/TING FOR CEN-
TURIES, WHAT IT WAS
LOOKING FOR AT THE
PINNACLE OF /TS



EH... NO. /

WANT TO
KNOW WHAT
YPINNACLE” ™

MEANS.

Do you
WANT TO
KNOW WHAT
HAVE WE
FOUND?

WE T—
HAVE MADE —
CONTACT WITH =
BEINGS FROM =
ANOTHER

)N THAT. THE
CJl /MPOSS/BLE

WHAT DO

You WisH TO
SAY IN SUCH A
GLOR/IOUS
MOMENT?

q
' THE STARS...

THE LIGHTS YOou
CAN SEE IN THE SKY,
AT NIGHT, ARE JUST
LIKE OUR SUN. IN SOME
OF THEM THERE /S
SOMETHING SIMILAR TO
OUR WORLD... THEY
ARRIVED IN HERE
FLYING THROUGH
SPACE.

| .\"{N] -

QA

o

L

D4
1

"’ AKE ) @
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ANY .
OTHER SILLY "':. od 74
* QUEST/ON OR w-9'= OKAY... | WILL

PROCEED. SO, IT SEEMS WE FOUND IT.
AFTER UNTOLD CENTURIES /T CONTAINED
WAITING, THEY ARRIVED. WONDERFUL THINGS
HOWEVER, THEY DIED UPON SUCH AS THIS WEAPON.
LANDING. OR MAYBE... AND WHO KNOWS
THE THING THAT ARRIVED WHAT ELSE. HOWEVER,
HERE... DIDN'T NEED WE DON'T KNOW
ANYONE DRIVING HOW TO USE IT.
IT: $

STUFPID
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\ |
OUR CITY WILL
GROW AROUND THE SHIP,
SO THAT WHEN THEY COME
AGAIN TO RESCUE IT THEY
KNOW WE HAVE PROTECTED
IT... AND THEN THEY WILL
BECOME OUR ALLIES, AND
- TOGETHER WE WILL RULE .

X THE WORLD.

SO WE MUST
TRAVEL THERE,
AND GET AHOLD
OF IT. WE WILL
= MOVE OUR CAMP
THERE...

WARN THE
CHIEFS. THEY

MUST BE TRUE? | 3,
STOPPED. WE THINK IT'S A4 (77N

/ MmusT se/ze TRAP. '\
THAT THING.

WELL... THEY
WERE NEVER

-~ \

HAVE GATHERED ALL
THEIR TROOPS HERE. |}
AT THE MOMENT, THE 1| VERY SMART TO
EMPIRE THEY BUILT IS \ BEGIN WITH... |
CRUMBLING BECAUSE (B REMEMBER ONE

THEY HAVE SUMMONED (€S - 7/ME WHEN..
ALL THEIR WARRIORS. \ )

/F IT IS A TRAP, IT IS
A S/LLY ONE.
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NEVER
IMAGINED WE

OUR HOME-
! LAND...

po
NOT COM- —
PLAIN. IN
EXCHANGE FOR
THIS MISERABLE
PATCH OF JUNGLE,
WE WILL INHERIT
THE WORLD...

THREE ARMIES
ATTACH THE
M/GRATING

COLUMN, WHILE

A PACK OF A

HUNDRED AND

SEVENTY
PECAR/IS
SCARES OFF
THIRTY-TWO
TAFIRS.

e

STRANGE...
THE JUNGLE

FLOOR LOOKS

p/4
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——"""  ME FINISH \S A4
THEM, ELDER...
! HAVE ALREADY
TASTED THEIR
TRAPS, AND /|
KILLED THEM IN
THEIR HOLES..

*, '
_ I//i;‘.e.-.- Ve

h=

WE cANNOT
HARM

NO pr— ' ; X THEM...
WAIT... - S N

' THIS TIME

l4 THEY ARE

GRILLED...
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z 7
\ Bur\f- ’5 §(
THEY i THIS
"ﬁCAN HURT _—=| /5 WRONG.. o
S YOoU CAN'T k.
\)

-\"\\\- BUILD AN EMPIRE
_ L WiTH SucH A
B} / BuNcH OF
_ L~ IpjOTS...

T
N

2 [

\

n\\" _

e
tl Y
*‘

7l

L
-
——

7 1 MK

L [l o

THROUGH THE EVENING, A WHEN IT GETS DARK, THEY
THE DIGGERS KILL EVERYONE

BRING OUT POLES WITH

IN SIGHT USING THEIR . !

ROM 7 TORCHES THROUWGH THE =

CROSSBOWS :o OM THE N eriLLs, anD KEEP ON KiILLING.

GRILLED HOLES. ON THE NEXT DAY, THERE /S

NOTHING LEFT TO KILL

S
{l‘—JI

MAN...
/ NEVER

Y THOUGHT THEY
WOULD GIVE US
THE CHANCE TO
TRAP THEM ALL

! TOGETHER..
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MUST D/G
IN THAT
D/RECT/ON... THE
SHIP, OR WHAT-
EVER IT IS, IS

WE

YN

\_

A
QR
—

WE
WI/LL BUILD
OUR LAIR UNDER
THE SHIP AND THEN
WAIT. WE WILL wAaIT
AS LONG AS [T /S
NECESSARY... UNT/L
4. OUR STARLORDS
COME BACK...

E-

TWO MONTHS
LATER, THE HUGE
BURROWING IS
FINI/SHED. ADOBE
COLUMNS, SPE-
C/ALLY MOD/IFIED
7O WITHSTAND
THE WE/GHT OF
THE SHIP, SUP-
PORT THE CE/L-
ING.

WHAT /S
A PLAN-

you
ARE ONLY

s —_ TWELVE YEARS
THOSE OLD... YOU HAVE
THINGS YOU NEVER LEFT THE
CAN SEE IN THE TUNNELS, You

SKY WHEN... PON'T KNOW

wAaIr A

—
WE =
ARE WAIT- fj
~ /NG FOR THE .
LORDS FROM e
ANOTHER PLAN- 5k
ET. WE WILL
JOIN THEM. [, Uz
MUM, j ]
WHY HAVE X (- it
WE MOVED ;//// =
7O THIS NEW 2 T o
CAVERN? S/
!

WHAT THE SkY

78 HEAVY METAL

PRETTY COM-
FORTABLE
THIS wAay.

FEEL




[ SOMEBODY MUST V2
GO UP AND WATCH .
THAT... THING. ANY K

\

oKAay...
IT'S FIN-
ISHED. NOW

AN =

VOLUNTEER?

—

MUsT
LEARN TO

/'M GET- -
TING QUITE ‘g
TIRED OF THE 33

/T FEELS
QUITE CREEPY
TO THINK OF THIS
IN SPACE... HOW
CAN IT SURVIVE
IN SOMETHING SO
VAST AND EMPTY?
AND T IS STILL
WORKING...
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HMM...
/'M NOT
SURE I'M
GOING TO LIKE
THE WORLD WHEN

THOSE cUys
W@ COME BACK...
o

/
FEEL

BECAUSE, IF WE FALL
DOWN, IF WE GIVE UP, IF
WE D/SSOLVE, THEN WE
WOULD HAVE ANOTHER
ENCOUNTER.

THE PROBLEM W/ITH THE
ENCOUNTER /S NOT WHO
WILL ARRIVE IN HERE,
BUT WHO WILL BE HERE
TO WELCOME THEM.

=Ny

<

I

)

B ._u_,,‘

AND THEN WE
WOULD STUMBLE
UPON THE
REMAINS OF
WHAT WE WERE
ONCE, AND
EMBARRASSED,
WITHOUT MEMORY
AND RES/IGNED IN
OUR DEFEAT TO
STRUGGLE FOR
SURVIVAL, WE
WOULD BELIEVE
THAT SUCH
GREATNESS MUST
HAVE COME NEC-
ESSARILY FROM
ANOTHER WORLD,

AND NOT ONLY
FROM OUR-
SELVES, IN

ANOTHER TIME.
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BAMBOO MEMOR/ES
= _.\ ﬁlrfidﬁ/

YOU SHOULD BE PROLPD THAT YO WON THE
BATTLE, BLUT YO MUST REMEMBER THAT THE
CT WAS CAUSED
OWN TR/BE...

MATOR EVENTS /N HUMAN H/ISTORY CAN BE
INITIATED BY ONE MAN...

/T WAS MANY CYCLES
AGO, BUT THE FEOFLE'S
CRIES ECHO STHL... THE
HALUTEROQUALLES WERE
VICTOR/OLS /N THE FACE

OF THE ONSLALGHT OF

THE LMING, BUT AT WHAT (o=
cos7? ~
- ~Za

/L) ——

HIES
Y i ﬁ



T b

RETREAT BEHIND THE
FORT/IFICAT/IONS/

SHOOT, | sA/D/ \

| 8Y THE HOLY STONE,

YOu HAVEN'T HIT A
S/INGLE ONE OF

SHOOT, ARCHERS/
MASSACRE THEM

v YOU SHOULD RETURN TO
THE PALACE! YOU MUSTN'T STAY
HERE! OUR ARMY HAS BEEN

DECIMATED! TIME IS RUNNING OUT!

YOU MUST LEAVE/

MY SON, YOU MUST
GO. /| AM OLD NOW...

- THIS WAS

" PROBABLY MY LAST

I'M LEAVING YOU
A WEAKENED, FEARFUL
KINGDOM, THREATENED 8Y
CRAZED BAMBOO-WI/ELDERS.

" /'M GOING TO GIVE I
MY LIFE FOR MY

N PEOPLE, FOR THEIR W &

CAUSE...

SUCH IS A
KING'S

w SUCH IS A
FATHER'S

/F | DON'T SACRIFICE i
| MYSELF, OUR FAILURE v
N W/ILL BE MEANI/INGLESS. 5

THE LAND OF
\ HAUTEROQUAILLE WILL
DRINK MY BLOOD/!




|| onlld ;" :

’ ) 1

!/ NEED YOUR
HELP, BRACAM...

/ HOFE YOU HAVE A
GOOD REASON FOR
D/STURBING ME,
COURTESAN/

i YOu WiLL NOT
| BE DISAPPOINTED, MAGICIAN/
FOLLOW ME AND PREPARE
YOURSELF TO BE GREATLY
ASTOUNDED!

! THINK | HAVE FOUND
A SOLUTION TO THE
'BAMBOO WAR”.




THEIR CRIES ECHO ST/HL... THE CRIES OF THE
LUNLUCKY SOLP/ERS OF YOUR AINGPOM, AS
THEY WERE PESTROYED BY THE /IMVADP/ING
FORCES OF THE UNDPEFEATED "B4AMBO0O”,




B8Y DRAIM'S
LIGHT/
IT... IT CAN'T BE/

BEING IN A
HIN-TRANCE?/ |
WHAT IS THE
MEANI/NG OF

HE IS DANGEROUS,

TAL... HE MUST BE

Los DPESTROYED BEFORE
HE MASSACRES

EVERYONE! HE'S A

POTENTIAL KILLER!/

NEVER MIND THE CAUSE
OF THE MIRACLE! WE
MUST SE/ZE THIS

OFPORTUNITY AN
REVERSE THE S,

BRACAM/
‘. ‘

YOUW'RE THE ONLY
ONE WHO CAN DO T/
TRANSFORM TH/IS
ENEMY INTO AN
ALLY! HE IS ONE OF

uss 1

—

- ! . ! 3 I ( & A
3 g b\ 4 i ' | :
! DON'T KNOW... i i \

1

THIS CHARMING \ B id
YOUNG MAN = /
SOLICITED MY h 2 N
SERVICES... BUT ‘ ; -

ol o 2 HE FLEW ouT OF | GET THE IMPRESSION HE'S ¥
el i MY BED AT A ¥ STRUGGLING TO CONTROL HIS
COMPATIBLE!, WHO 15 MOST AWKWARD ) TRANCE. HE'S JUST FLOATING
HED WHAT HAS HE GOT h,  MOMENT. IN THE AIR AND MAKING A
TO DO WITH THE LHINS? I STRANGE NO/SE...

\ =
1 ,'-r?




THE AING HADP GIVEN IS LIFE IN VAIN. THE HUMAN
ATINGCDOOM HAD SUCCESSFLULLY APPROFPRIATED A

POWER THAT HAL FPREVIOUSLY BELONGED 7O THE
ENEMY- "THE BIAMBOO TRINCE”.

NO ONE KANEW WHERE AR/Z HAP COME
FROM, AND NO ONE CARED ABOLT X/S
CAUSE OR QUEST. HE SIMFPLY

HUMANITY HADP A FUTURE, THAT
HALTEROGUAILLE WOLLD NOT BECOME THE
CRAVEYARD OF YOUR FPEOFLE...
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TURTLE FARTS/ {
JUST LOOK AT THIS! . &

y -

-_

«I\Y

=
RSN

e

s =

3

YOU'RE SHAKING THE e
WAGON SO MUCH THAT 2775
NOTHING STAYS ON T/ J i =

Fid o

e -
AL
i
A kb

! B

QOPS/! HEY,
COME BACKk!

POOR BABY/
WHAT AM /
-\ GO/NG TO PO

How
e WITH You?

AWFUL...
ABANDON-
ING A
CHILD LIKE
THIS/




- -

-r,*' WONDERFUL DAY,

| MY FRIEND! YOU

|| HAVE THE BEST
STAND IN THE

.\ MARKET THIS
. \ CYCLE!

YOU BROUGHT US |
TODAY FROM YOUR |
\ “FIREFLY FOREST"? |

7O PLUNGE
INTO YOUR
LATEST
B800Kks/

DI | TELL YOU THAT
MY WIFE ADORES YOUR
LOVE STOR/IES? HAVE
YOUR PEOPLE WRITTEN
MANY THIS SEASON?

W ZEF, ZEF! THE DRAIM .
J HAS COME!! HE'S X
L \ GOT LOTS OF TOYS

DEATH TO
THE WITCH/S

AND PICTURES
BOOKS/!

7O THE

GALLOWS/

" MovE OVER, KID!
DON'T HANG ABOUT
ROUND HERE! THIS IS

NO PLACE FOR You!

=7 COME! | HAVE
=L some FLour/
~ WE CAN TRADE

.. OuR STUFF/ |




TORTURE
HER/

7 THEY'RE GOING TO
WHY ARE THEY A ( BURN HER AT THE STAKE.
SCREAMING SHE'S AN ISTRA...
LIKE THAT? " THEY'RE WITCHES WHO
WHAT DID SHE . b : CAST SPELLS ON RICH,
po> y ) : - J T \ POWERFUL MEN TO MAKE
| R ST A e 1 PR \  THEM FALL IN LOVE WITH

\  THEM.. AND THEN THEY
: TAKE EVERYTHING
THEY HAVE!

’ . MY MOM SAYS THEY
i = SHOULD ALL BE BURNED
SOMETIMES THEY i G B K SO THAT THEY DON'T PUT
GET MARRIED AND 3 K : : . THE MAKE ON DAD!
THEN KILL THEIR iy 4 . : \ AFTOR -
HUSBANDS/!

MAKE WAY FOR TME‘
CHARIOT OF OUR e
LORD AND MASTER,
PRINCE FUS/

LEAVE THE
POOR WOMAN,
ALONE!




- - CALM DOWN, MY LOVE... THE

CROWD MUST HAVE ITS FUN/
PLEASE STOP! WE CAN'T GET
INVOLVED IN EVERYTHING!

UNTIE HER,

RIGHT AWAY!/

TO BE A GREAT
KING? THE

THEN START 8Y
EDUCATING YOUR
PEOPLE! MAKE THEM
G/VE UP THEIR
BARBARIC CUSTOMS!

DEATH TO
THE ISTRA!

SHOULD WE
FREE HER, YOUR
HIGHNESS?

HAS THIS YOUNG WOMAN
BEEN TRIED? EXECUTIONER,
WHO APPOINTED YOU? IS
THIS EXECUTION BASED ON
ANYTHING BES/DES

LET US BURN HER,
LORD! SHE KILLED
HER SON//

UMM... WHAT
PO 1 PO NOW?

COME/! WE MUSTN'T
KEEFP THE QUEEN
MOTHER WAITING/




b
L
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—
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THE STREET MARKET OF THE
CURRENT CYCLE ATTRACTED
MORE REAPERS OF THE
DRAYMS' DREAMS THAN EVER
BEFORE...

ST HAD BEEN A4 PROF/TABLE MARKET... /T

N WAS dLSO THE LAST TIME THAT AN

| BE/INGS WOULD SEEAX OUT THE FRUT OF
THE DRAIMS DREAMS...

THE PRAIMS HAVE SINCE
RETREATED /INTO THEMSELVES /N
THE FARTHEST REACHKES OF
"FIREFLY FOREST™, WHICH THEY
NOW NEVER LEAVE...




OVER "FIREFLY FOREST™...

DURING THE SEASON OF THE M/STS,
gl THE DRAGONS MIGRATE TOWARD THE
L O FLATLANDS. ON THE WAY, THEY FLY

. WHERE THE ENTIRE POPULATION {3
LIES SUSPENDED /N DREAM
TREES.




YOUW'RE THE
BEST DREAMER
OF US ALL/

You Took
GOOD CARE
OF HIM, S
NAAR... k.

YOoUu LOVED HIM
AS IF HE WAS
YOURrR OWN
SON...

DON'T WORRY ABOUT HIS
APPEARANCE. SOME DAY,
HE'S SURE TO REJECT
HIS ORIGINS... AND HIS

HEAD WILL COME AGLOW!

C/OL! THAT WAS
GREAT/

WONDERFUL
DREAM/

You ALwAays
EXAGGERATE A
8/T, BUT OF
COURSE I'M
DELIGHTED
WITH MY

~
YOU SEE, BULLIE, ALTHOUGH
THE BOY LOOKS HUMAN,
HE'S REALLY A GREAT




C/OL HAS
FAINTED/!

WHY AREN'T | LIKE
EVERYONE ELSE?

[¢

'®
\'!

\'?f- %
-,
s

e

!

¥

OH, NO/
PLEASE NOT
THAT!

SOMEONE
PLEASE HELP
ME TO CARRY
HIM! HURRY/!

WHAT HAPPENED
TO ME? MY HEAD

IT'S NOT YOU, CIOL. IT'S THE
DRAIMS THAT ARE DIFFERENT.

ALL DRAIMS ARE BORN
HUMAN, BUT [F NOTHING
HOLDS US BACK, OUR
DREAMS TAKE OVER...




WE WERE ABANDONED AT
BIRTH... WELL, MOST OF US...
AND WE ALL REJECTED HATRED
AND REBELLION... WE PREFER

TO DREAM OUR LIVES!

B8UT... | WAS ABANDONED,
NAAR... YOU TOLD ME THAT
YOU'D FOUND ME IN THE
MOAT... AND THAT...

CHOICE BUT
AND YOU. 7O G/VE UP,
NAAR?
| WEREN'T YOU
ABANDPONED?

IT SEEMS IT'S
NOT THAT
SIMPLE...

AND | HIC! EVEN
KILLED MORE
THAN SIXTY OF
THE VERMIN/

s --_-__i-wv .

AND SO... HIC!
/ WE
DESTROYED THE
DRAWBRIDGE WITH
OUR HELMETS! AND WE
FOLLOWED THE LHINS
INTO THEIR DESPERATE
SHELTER...

THE KING DIED
- | DURING THE BATTLE,
4 MY FRIENDS! HE
DIED HIC A HERO/




BUT KRIHIC!
KRIZ... HE WON THE

WAR/! HA KA/

|
)
®
\y
¥
Wy
)
3
, S

®
g
R
2
=~
3
§
N

THE CRY THAT
& KILLS! HA, HA!

THE DRAGONS
ARE COMING
84ack’

TROUWBLE IN

THE

FLATLANDS/




PARK FARTS! THE s, A : - i /F You NEED
LHINS ARE ATTACKING - iy & i ME, I'LL BE

STAY IN BED,
- THE FLATLANDS! C/OL. YOU NEED

7O REST. I'M
GOING TO CALL A
MEETING OF THE

ELDERS!

THE DRAGONS
ARE COMING
BAck?!

/ sm;v THEM,
NAAR! THEY'RE
: EVERYWHERE! BN SHOW UsS,
Sy THMEY'RE MORE 3 AND STOP
R . RESOLVED THAN - YELLING! (@
BAMBOO /S TAKING . \ S . NS EVER' WE MUST t
OVER THE ' : BT LEAVE!
FLATLANDS/! THIS
IS THE END/ IT WILL

" BE HERE SOON!!
N g -

THE INVAS/ON HAS
STARTED AGAIN! “FIREFLY
FOREST" WILL SOON BE A




!

LOOK, NAAR/
LOOK AT THE
ANC/ENT DRAIMS,
AND YOu WiLL
UNDERSTANDG MY
TERROR'/

s A4
FISHING
VILLAGE IN
THE PLAINS...

HEY, DID YOU SEE THAT
DUusT cLoup?zs

AH, YES.. WE
HAVE SOME
VISITORS/

= _L_‘\
TRAVELLERS ARE
APPROACHING! BRING ME
MY TELESCOPE SO / CAN SEE
WHO THEY ARE! 4

OH DEAR! THERE
ARE A LOT OF
THEM! WE DON'T
HAVE ENOUGH FISH

™  FOR EVERYONE!



(1
N
\

W~

THEY...
THEY'LL BE
MASSACRED!

OH NO, HOW
AWFUL! im's an
ABOMINATION/




YOU'RE
A GREAT
WARRIOR,
KRIZ... I'M
GREATLY
HONORED
THAT You
HAVE CHOSEN
ME AS YOUR
DISCIPLE!

IN THE MEANTIME...
SHUT UP AND STOFP
YOUR STUFID
FLATTERY...

. POWERLESS AGAINST YOU... :

You HAVE JusTt
CONQUERED NEW
TERRITOR/IES FOR MY
BROTHER, DRAK THE RANC!/
PRINCE FUS'S ARMY IS

YOU'RE A
HERO, KRIZ...

LISTEN CAREFULLY,
LITTLE DRAK... I'M A
MERCENARY AND YOUR
FATHER OWES ME A
LOT OF MONEY. you
WON'T SEE YOUR
FAMILY TILL I'M PA/D...




AND NOW, BAMBOO,
PURIFY THE LAND...
CLEANSE THE EARTH OF
THE PUTRID CIVILIZATION
THAT RAPED IT...

OUR DUTY HAS
BEEN DONE! PO
YOURS, NOw/!

THERE ARE
LHINS NEAR
HERE! IN THE

oH, Nor
THE TRANCE
/S TAKING

N oo oF me

AGAIN!







wow! so IT'S
TRUE! | WAS
SURE!!

SO.. TELL ME,
WHERE DO THE

LHING COME
THE LEGEND OF “"THE FROM? | NEED

) TO UNDERSTAND,
SON OF BAMBOO"... IT A S0 / CAN GET A
SAID YOU WOULD WIN A~ B ¢ VIEW OF THE
THE BATTLE OF ¢

o f | SITUATION AS A
HUTEROOUA!ME... - /; - ' WHOLE...
T el £

AND THAT /5 HOW 4 WORD THAT (O IS
HAD BEEN BAN/SHED 7O % \
S/LENCE AND THE SHAPOWS OF B
HAUTERORUANLE WAS
SUPDENLY HEARD AGA/N...

Y |




THE LHINS ARE
INVADING THE

FLEE! RUN
AwAay As
FA...2/

FIND DRAGAR, THE %
COMMANDER IN CHIEF! ,

By ,‘Y u!__‘_\

1S THE QUEEN
| MOTHER READY?

EVER;OME /s marmfsé " g | HURRY, MY LOVE, COMING, MY
FOR YOU! DRAGAR | DAY WE HAVEN'T A PRINCE! COMING/ |
ALREADY HERE... ; o g . M/NUTE TO LOSE/ ' '

AN EMERGENCY 1
MEETING /S BEING
MWELD IN THE
COUNCIE ROOM..




EMPTY AND HE'S
NOT IN ANY OF
HIS USUAL

THERE'S SOMETHING...
A PRESENCE... NEAR
YFIREFLY FOREST"...

MY TRANCE ISN'T
CULMINATING/

WE'LL SEE ABouT THAT U
LATER! LET'S NOT HANG
ABOUT HERE... | MUST
FIND MY SON/! THAT'S
ALL | CARE ABOUT FOR
NOW/




WHAT'S
HAPPENED /S
ScANPALOUS!
YOUR MOTHER
/S PERFECTLY
RIGHT, DEAR
PRINCE/

WE MUST MAKE THE
DRAIMS LEAVE “FIREFLY
FOREST"//

IF THAT'S THE
CASE, | PON'T
KNOW WHAT THIS
STUPID WOoMAN

/T'S NOT THE DRAIMS, DRAGAR. KNOWS ABout

WE JUST THINK THAT THE LHINS
WILL NOT ENTER “FIREFLY

SEEMS TO KNOW
HOW TO EXPLOIT
MEN'S
WEAKNESSES/
THAT, SON?
You.. or -
HER? B < Y il

3




WELL, ASSUMING THE LHINS
CROSS THE FOREST... HOW
WOULD THAT GIVE US THE

APVANTAGE?

THEY'LL CUT STRAIGHT
THROUGH! AND WHEN THEY
GET TO THE FIREFLIES'
KINGDOM, THEY'LL HAVE TO
SPLIT UP BECAUSE THE
VEGETATION /S SO DENSE...

MHM... EXACTLY,
DPRAGAR... YOU
MENTIONED KRIZ
THE MERCENARY ...
HE'S BEEN
DEFYING MY RULE,
CONSTANTLY
CONQUERING LAND
THAT IS IN MY
KINGDOM...

WE ARE SURE THEY'LL
CROSS "FIREFLY FOREST"
BECAUSE GOING AROUND IT
/S A LONG JOURNEY AND
NOT IN THEIR INTEREST.

IN HAUTEROGUAILLE, THE CASE 1
OF YOUNG KRIZ TAUGHT UuS | i
THAT THE LHINS' TRANCE IS

PRODUCED BY THE GROUP. THE

GREATER THE NUMBER OF

LHING, THE MORE DESTRUCTIVE

THE TRANCE...

AS THEY GO DEEPER INTO THE
FOREST, THEY'LL BECOME WEAKER
AND WEAKER! AND WE'LL BE

WAITING FOR THEM!

HMM... [T'S NOT THAT
EASY TO CAPTURE KRIZ...
MHE'S A FIERCE WARRIORS
IT IS RUMORED THAT HE IS

HEADING TOWARD OUR
KINGDOM... IT SEEMS HE'S
LOOKING FOR HIS SON... |
DON'T KNOW WHAT'S HE'S

P T0...

HE FORCED US TO F
RETREAT IN A BATTLE i
AGAINST THE RANCS...

THIS 16 SHAMEFUL! |

ORDERED YOU TO CAFPTURE

THE TRAITOR AND EXECUTE
HiM. WHAT HAPPENED?

. FOR THE
BARBARIANS THAT
HIRE HIM... I'VE
HEARD THAT
RECENTLY HE'S
BEEN ACTIVE IN
THE SOUTH...




HIS SON?/

IF THIS RUMOR

THAT'S STUPID! FUS, DON'T
BECAUSE, IF IN SPITE
/S TRUE, WE'LL

LISTEN TO THEM! THE LHINS
OF EVERYTHING, THE

ARE SURE TO GET THIS FAR!
CAPTURE HIiM! LHINS MANAGE TO GET AND THEY WON'T GO INTO
BUT WE MUSTN'T THIS FAR, KRIZ WILL BE “FIREFLY FOREST"//
KILL HIAtr OUR LAST RESORT/

OH?P! AND
WHY NOT?

WHAT'S THIS YOUNG
UPSTART DOING, MEDDLING
IN OUR AFFAIRS?/

THE LHINS HAVE DECLARED WAR
ON ALL FORMS OF CIVILIZATION,
AND THEY MUST BE STOPFPED! /|
PRAY YOU, MY SON, TAKE THIS
BITCH BACK TO THE BROTHEL
WHERE YOU FOUND HER!/

GREETINGS,
TRAVELERS/
WHAT BRINGS
You INTO
TOWN

g *l"l‘" .i.f‘“.




EXCUSE ‘W TN .. AN URGENT MESSAGE \%
= FOR THE QUEEN!/ v
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WE SHALL
DINE IN MY
QUARTERS




WE MUST FIND A ‘
WAY TO BRING HiM
DOWN... QuickLy’
WE'LL FIGURE our
WHAT HAPPENED TO

HIM LATER... WE MUST LEAVE

THE FOREST
BEFORE THE LHINS
GET HERE/

WE AREN'T
GOING
ANYWHERE, BUK...

THEN HE JUST FLEW OFF...
AMAZING! HIC! WIELDING MHIS
LEGENDARY SWORD, HE
FOUGHT OFF THE HORDES
THAT DESCENDED FROM THE
HEAVENS! HIPS/

WAS KRIZ A TRUSTWORTHY
ALLY? WOULD HE JOIN THE
LHINS? HIC! THAT'S WHEN HE
LOOKED AT ME AND SAID, "HAVE
NO FEAR, ABER... YOU WILL SEE
YOUR FAMILY AGAIN*

e THE LHINS
WILL NEVER
£ _- MAKE IT HERE!

. | CRIED OUT, SAVE US, kRIZ/
MELP US GET RID OF THIS
SCOURGE! WIC!* TIME HAD COME
TO A STANDSTILL.. WE WERE
DESPERATE... THERE WERE
THOUSANDS OF LHINS.. COULD
KRIZ SAVE US ON HIS OWN?




OR MAYBE IT WAS
KRIZ WHO STOLE YOUR
WIFE?! HEE, HEE, HEE/

| /'M WORRIED, FUS... KRIZ

/IS A SERIOUS THREAT...

" HA, HA, HA! ABER

CLAIMS KRIZ IS HIS
FRIEND! KRIZ, THE
BAMBOO’'S SON/

WY wiere's your
FAMILY, ABER?
MAYBE YoUu
N HAVEN'T FOUND

WELCOME,

TRAVELERS/

MAY | TAKE

\ Al
N\ e
| \u ::‘.ﬁ\li‘ >
.'&.Q@ﬂ' \

! REALLY
A\ HOPE SO..

>/ Wy D!
! DON'T

UNDERSTAND! P

ALL MY SOLDIERS

ARE LOOKING FOR

HiM. DRAGAR WILL

CAPTURE HiM
SOON!

‘ T
! DROWNED MY g -
CHILD IN THE

MOAT BECAUSE
HE WAS HIS SON.
YOou COULPN'T
STAND THE
THOUGHT... | PID
/T FOR YOU...

IF KRIZ

\ FnDs our, W

\ HE'LL KILL
your

-




MHAIL TO THE
MERCENARY!/

MOST
VALOROUS
DRUNKARDS

HEY THERE!
MOVE our
OF MY wA...

BY THE WARTS ON MY
NOSE! HIC! | CAN'T
BELIEVE MY... MHF/

SHUT UP,
W LOUDMOUTH!
. STOP YELLING/!

MOCK ME, /F YOU LIKE,
BUT THE CURSE OF THE
BAMBOO APPROACHES...
AND YOUR /GNORANCE
WILL KILL You!!




UMM... DON'T
WORRY, MY

B! LORD! WE el
B\ JUST STOPPED EES

... BUT SINCE YOou
N SEEM D/SFPLEASED,
WE'LL... HMMM...
LEAVE...

WELL, THEN...
EXACTLY! SHOW US
YOUR STUFF,

WHAT THE

W HELL IS THIS? B

DIPN'T YOU s4ayY

THAT THIS IS THE

AGE WHEN THEY
SHOULD BE







I'M A SORCERER!/

!/ FORETOLD THOSE
SOLDIERS’ FUTURE!S
HAHAHA! THE CURSE OF THE
BAMBOO /S UPON THEM/!

HMMM... SINCE YOU SEEM
TO KNOW EVERYTHING
ABOUT ME, SORCERER,

MAYBE YOU COULD HELP
ME... I'M LOOKING FOR

SOMEONE...

UHH... DID YOUu
REALLY HAVE
. TO TORCH

. EVERYTHING?

ISN'T THAT A




! MADE SURE

AH..

AN ﬁ m
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WHAT A SURFPRISE! X

You.. YOU'RE A YOou 100, TAL. b
LOOKING GREAT! j - 3 You Look
' TERRIFIC... \:
[~
10)
|

.. I'M DELIGHTED TO SEE i 1 HAVEN'T SEEN A CHILD'S 3t . o7
YOU AGAIN... YOU HAVE A ) BEDROOM! PERHAPS HE LIVES i Zﬂ”ﬁf ggggggféé
BEAUTIFUL HOME... AND YET... WITH HIS NANNY... T HARD TO KEEP, TAL... |
WAS TOLD YOU HAD MY
SON... A WHITE-HAIRED
CHILD...

TELL ME, WHERE
DID YOU HIDE WIMP

YOU... YOU'RE
AMAZING, ISTRA!
HOW COULD /|
RES/ST You?

BETTER
LOOKING
THAN EVER,
MERCENARY/!

WHY DON'T YOUu
TAKE ME IN
Your
POWERFUL
ARMS?




V'LL TAKE CARE OF
YOU LATER...

! CAME TO SEE MY

SON/ el

LOOK AT ME,
WARRIORS
DPON'T STOP

STOP THAT/
WHERE IS MY
SON? SPEAK,
WHORE/!

\ WHAT USE WAS A

I'M AN ISTRA, OR MALE CHILD TO ME?

HAVE YOU ! DROWNED HIM IN THE

FORGOTTEN? MOAT..WHERE YOU ALL
- . BELONG!




TELL ME WHAT'S T
WORRYING YOU? YOU —
SEEMED TORMENTED e, =

EARLIER TODAY... & k|

A pr

|
g |

WHAT IS IT...?/ A COPY OF i J
THE RULES OF THE ORDER N7 i Sl

OF THE ISTRAS?

BUT?! WHAT ©
DOES THIS MEAN?

IS THIS SOME
SORT OF FARCE?...
MOTHER?!

ey

| YOU'RE PROBABLY IT WAS THE
THE ONLY ONE WHO ONLY waY TO
DIDN'T SUSPECT MAKE YOUu

ANYTHING, FUS! SEE REASON!

READ, MY SON, READ THE
PARCHMENT THAT THE MESSENGER
BROUGHT ME... THEN YOU'LL




DO YOU REALLY THINK SHE
GOT RID OF HER CHILD
FOR YOUR SAKE? THE

CHILD WAS A BOY, FUS...
AN /STRA HAS NO USE
FOR SONS//

EXCUSE ME, MOTHER... YOU'RE DISHONORING OUR / ¥
! MUST GO AND SPEAK ] KINGDOM! YOUR FATHER To %ﬁ; »‘-%;:f S«gﬁfrgx
TO HER/ ; M DIED FIGHTING TO SAVE WiLL BE BURNED AT THE

HIS SUBJECTS FROM THE - STAKE /N PUBLIC AND YOU
SCOURGE OF THE LHINS... YOU'RE AN IDIOT, FUS... WILL GIVE THE ORDER/

THE LHINS ARE YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN
THREATENING US AGAIN ONE! BUT | WON'T LET
AND ALL YOU CAN DO IS YOUu DESTROY YOUR

WORRY ABOUT AN FATHER'S MEMORY!/

MAYBE THAT WILL HELP US
WIN BACK A 8IT OF
RESPECT FROM OUR
PEOPLE.



s

GOE
B AL AROUND THE
N ROYAL CITADEL

IT WOouLD
REQUIRE A
HUNDRED MEN/

CUSED
THE MOAT

YOou ARE Ac
OF WITCHCRAFT!

S
YOUR PROPERTY
AND FRIVILEGES

YOU ARE HEREBY
TRIPPED OF

)
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QUEEN
FUSCHIA!
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UMM... PLEA
KRIZ, IT'S NO
USE... IT

WOULD TAKE
0 MANY CYCLES..

sS4
LONG TIME

IT WAs
AGO... YOUW'LL
NEVER FIND

HERE/S

s

SPEND OUR
Ve

. AN/ SHE'S
" WAKING WP/




BUT THE QUESTION »
REMAINS... 4

A MOTHER
KILL HER
OWN
CHILD?




