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ROBERT WOOD. A COP
WHO DECIDED TO QUIT
THE FORCE TO BECOME
A PRIVATE INVESTIGA-
TOR AND GET RICH.

ROBERT WOOD, A PITIFUL PRIVATE
EYE IN A CITY WHERE NOBODY
SEEMED TO NEED HIS SERVICES.

=
-

DREAMS
OF

GLORY

ROBERT WOOD, AN OPPORTU-
NITY FOR A SHORT STORY. A
STORY=-- LIKE THE NAME OF
THAT OLD TV SERIES,; SET IN

THE “TWILIGHT ZONE".

CHRIST!... |8
LIEUTENANT /¢




Jeez!... coN'T WEpST ST o
you recocNize JE&. LI
YOUR oLD  Jl et DISTRACTED.
BOSS

— T =
AT

YES... | HAVE A |'M HERE TO
BIG CLIENT IN SOLVE AN
PHILADELPHIA. IMPORTANT

'CAUSE YOU LOOK LIKE A
BUM, PAL. JUST LIKE
EVERY OTHER PRIVATE EYE

THAT | KNOW!

vEe

T -

&

ALWAYS WITH YOUR HEAD IN
THE CLOUDS, HUH?! SO, TELL
ME... ARE YOU MAKING THE
BIG BUCKS
IN YOUR NEW

_Lﬁj{u_ﬂ T ]
il o sy | ]
] ~ o
et

— i ' ,

GOOD LUCK THEN. AND A WORD
OF ADVICE... GET YOURSELF

SOME NEW




SHIT! IT'S AS IF THAT WASN'T BAD
BEEN THREE ENOUGH, | HAD TO RUN
MONTHS INTO CARSON, THAT JERK.
SINCE MY AND NOW, | HAVE THIS &%
LAST KILLER HEADACHE. '




.. SLEEP. DREAM. ALWAYS ONE KIND OF DREAM.

w.._ . .
LF bmm,!nm.rnlﬁ Y l&u

FAILURE. HE JUST

S OLD HABITS: HE CAN'T
SLEEPS...

SLEEP. AND DREAM. THAT'S ONE OF

ROBERT Woop'
CONFRONT HIS OWN

YES:




HERE YOU GO,
MY PRECIOUS
ORCHID. NOW
. YOU'LL BE ABLE
TO GROW
WITHOUT ANY
PAIN.

EXCUSE ME, MR. WOOD.
THE GUESTS HAVE
ARRIVED AND THEY'RE

WAITING FOR YOU IN
THE STUDY.

v ALWAYS
AT THE
MOST
| INCONVENIENT
I\ MOMENT. BUT
TELL THEM

I'M COMING.

| WANT YOU TO STAY AT
MY SIDE WHILE | SPEAK TO
THEM. AND BE READY- I'M
AFRAID WE MIGHT WITNESS
N\ SOME IMPULSIVE REAC
TIONS. :




BONJOUR,; MONSIEUR.
MIGHT | ASK FOR YOUR
OPINION ON MY NEW

e

T

e

EXCELLENT. THE
CHAMPAGNE IS
FROM THE REIMS
VINEYARDS,
RIGHT?

MONSIEUR.
THE BEST IN
\  ALL OF

R FRANCE.

gt | T




REMEMBER THERE IS
$5,000 FOR YOU IF
YOU HAVE SUCCEEDED IN
FINDING MY HUSBAND'S
KILLER!

BE QUIET, PLEASE, AND
JUST LISTEN. YOU ALL
LIED TO ME- EACH FOR A
DIFFERENT REASON.
HOWEVER, ONLY ONE OF
YOU DID IT TO HIPE THE
TRUTH OF HAVING
KILLED MR. FOX...

-----------

AND THAT IS

YOU THOUGHT THAT BY DAMN You!
YOU, MRS. COMING TO COMMISSION ME YOU FOOLED
FOX... YOUR PERSONALLY, | WOULD NEVER s ME! BUT
ALIBI CRUM- SUSPECT YOU. BUT YoU WERe | | o W vou'LL et
BLED MISER- DEAD WRONG. YOU WON'T s 2 GOING TO
ABLY UNDER ESCAPE THE ELECTRIC CHAIR! LEEEET BTN HeLL wiT
THE WEIGHT | b = ‘a ) ME/
OF MY [ ,

ARCHIE!...
STOP HER!

'3 s . . - -
P ——— S

P e
A ) e ————p————————



YES...
| GUESS <SO...
WHAT'S GOING
ON?/!

MY NAME IS

ELLEN FOX
AND | WANT
YOU TO FIND |
OUT WHO DID /8
IT. >

MY HUSBAND
WAS MURDERED;

I'M WILLING TO
PAY YOU $5,000 IF
YOU TAKE THE
CASE.




THE
DOOR

[ @ 77?/»0\]



















TAXI|: THE PERFECT TACTIC

.‘
g,

e R = — ) P—ar———
N A PARTY AT a0 HARE, HARE...
N : CONTROL P?ESS‘ THAT CHAM- m‘.’-’.& E';Fzzllgtl{:
| — e PAGNE? — B
M s o NA... KRISHNA!
/. = s - ‘{ '— m ——
- ’( Hooray! TAKE [| ! ——] Ry
YOUR CLOTHES i ﬁ & s | Iy -
| & OFF, BOTH OF H | MERRY
{ you! CHRISTMAS!

AS SOON AS YOU START DIG-
GING IN,; T'LL SELL YOU A BOOK
ON THE LIFE AND MIRACLES OF
VISHNU'S EIGHTH INCARNATION...
HARE... HARE...

FASCINAT- oo

I CAN SEE THAT |

WHAT'S
THE

JUST BEAR IN MIND ‘I'|~'IATj
NO SELF-RESPECTING
GO0S WORK FOR FREE
THESE DAYS... NOT TO

MENTION THEIR

PROPHETS...

EVEN SECTS
DON'T BELIEVE IN |
A FREE LUNCH... |

THESE ARE DIFFICULT TIMES
FOR THEM... THERE'S A LOT
_ OF COMPETITION...
N

WE'VE SEEN EVERYTHING,; FROM THE
TRAGIC MASS SUICIDE OF NEARLY ONE
THOUSAND FOLLOWERS OF THE
“PEOPLE'S TEMPLE" IN GUYANA, TO THE
RIDICULOUSLY COMIC EXPLOITS OF
SOME SO-CALLED “EXTRATERRESTRIAL"
MISSIONS."

e

THERE ARE
SO MANY




DO YOU MEAN THAT FUNNY GUY WHO SAID
HE CAME FROM GANYMEDE, ONE OF JUPITER'S
SATELLITES? FIRST HE CLAIMED HE WAS GOD;

| AND THEN HE SAID HE WAS THE SUPREME CHIEF

[ OF THE INTER-PLANETARY FLEET...

HEY: WATCH WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING...
THERE'S NOTHING
FUNNY ABOUT HIM..

| ESPECIALLY

~]

HE WOULD GLADLY
BEAT UP A FOLLOWER
WHO DARED
CONTRADICT HIM...

ANY FOLLOWER
WHO WAS DUMB
ENOUGH TO
BELIEVE IN THAT
FARCICAL LEADER
WAS JUST ASKING

DON'T SAY THAT,
FELIX...] NO HUMAN
BEING DESERVES TO
BE BEATEN UP, FOR
WHATEVER REASON!

JEEZ! IT'S HARD
TO UNDERSTAND

SR ST TS 7
| IN RESPONSE TO [\eatERAINT 0
|ALL THIS, SECTS Ryl Lae
| PROVIDEA MM "'-;".,"-',?'
| GREGARIOUS, [t \wi/)
| SEEMINGLY 3
PROTECTIVE

UNIVERSE.

QL

=g

A1

THEY OFFER A COMFORTING SENSE
OF HOPE IN PERSONAL SALVATION

e QU0

TO INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE IN
DESPAIR AT THE PROSPECT OF AN
UNCERTAIN PERSONAL FUTURE
LACKING IN ANY SORT OF

CONCRETE GOAL.

NOT
HOW SO MANY
PEOPLE CAN BE SO REALLY... \
GULLIBLE!

THE PRESENT SOCIAL SYSTEM
| ENCOURAGES EXTREME INDIVIDU-
ALISM, WHICH IN TURN RESULTS &
IN INCREASED LONELINESS, WHICH {8

— — _ —

|
SECTS ARE ATTRACTIVE BECAUSE
THEY PROVIDE A SINGLE GOAL:
TOTAL SUBMISSION TO THE
DOGMA DICTATED BY THE
GOD-LEADER.




AND SO, IN ORDER TO GET MORE
FOLLOWERS, SECTS TAKE ADVAN- AN IGNORANT | peopLe pon'T even| | THOSE OF US WHO WORK IN THE
b PERSON IS A READ BOOKS MEDIA ARE PARTLY TO BLAME...
TAGE OF PEOPLE'S WEAKNESS,
GULLIBILITY, TRUST AND PLAIN PERFECT ANYMORE! IT'S IN ANY CASE, IT'S HARD TO
IGNORANCE... VICTIM! YOU'RE NOT SURPRISING IMAGINE HOW TO PROTECT THE
AIONOS DEFENSELESS IF || THAT IGNORANCE | | IGNORANT FROM BEING HARASSED
e YOU LACK ALL IS ON THE RISE! BY SECTS....
AN INFORMATION.

HUMANITY!

ARVl HY T
SO, GOOFING OFF
AGAIN INSTEAD OF
WORKING P

SPEAK OF THE !
DEVIL! WE WERE [
JUST TALKING
ABOUT IGNORANT
PEOPLE... AND §
THERE'S THE CHIEF |,
IGNORAMUS/

\-1 - A
YOU GUYS! HANDS E‘ 3\

RANT PERSON IS EASY S

TO MANIPULATE...

[...BECAUSE AN IGNO- J

ohd |
4

SRR s

i

WHAT'S UP, GUYS?
YOU LOOK LIKE
YOU'RE HAVING A
SERIOUS CONVER-

HE'S JUST LANDED
FROM GANYMEDE, IF
NOT FROM FARTHER

ACTUALLY, WE

SATION! FIXING ALL :
X AWAY... OF THE WORLD'S NoT REALLY... b WERE TALKING
- PROBLEMS; T'LL BET/ gl i

NOTHING'S

FELIX...! .
[ GeTIING FixeD...

HE'S GOING
TO HEAR

BLAH, BLAH, BLAH!




HI; FRIENDS...
PLEASE TAKE

... I'M NOT
PUTTING THAT IN

{ MY MOUTH, EVEN
IF YOU PAY ME!

B LOOK YOUR
P TAKE THE CASSETTE AS MANTRA GOES IN

WELL. IT'S A PRESENT, ONE EAR AND OUT

Vd SO YOU CAN SING THE || THE OTHER... You
GET MY POINT?

WATCH OUT FOR “POISONOUS WHAT DID HE

SECTSY! KEEP YOUR WITS SAY ABOUT | s e e
ABOUT YOU AND DON'T LET ME BEFORE HE | WAS LAUGH
ANYONE FOOL You! WENT OFF? DION'T

DAMN! I HADN'T REALIZED IT
WAS SO LATE! GOTTA RUN!

AND LISTEN TO

OUR CASSETTE

SO YOoU

18

AID, NO!
LEAVE US
| ALONE! WE'RE

GO FUCK
YOURSELF! GET
OUT OF MY

r Ju -’* A

WHY WON'T YOU? KEEP THE
BOOK; FRIEND, YOU WILL FIND

ARE YOU THICK
OR SOMETHING?
GO BOTHER
SOMEONE ELSE!
DAMN You!

R

2

; L ! 23
SIGHT OR T'LL 4 DESTROYED‘ -
GIVE YOU SUCH e ti] S j — e.-@
A PUNCH THAT  ERy /3 iy
T'LL BREAK YOUR SN 6P 7
HARE-HARE ASS Cemliol

YOU'RE SATAN
INCARNATED AND
YOU SHALL BE

e

y L2

v,

—_—

NPIAY

P

SO WHAT WERE
YOU SAYING
EARLIER ABOUT
PROTECTING
YOURSELF FROM
THE INFLUENCE
OF SECTS?...

ST

WELL: YES

TACTIC...

WATE -
SLOACRINY ‘.l ?“. [y

THAT CAN
BE A GOOPD k

PN TV 4




THROUGH MY
YOUNGER |

BROTHER IN gl SINCE SHE
MATH &Y || WAS LOOKING
FOR SOMEONE

TO STUDY
MATH 1 WITH,

WE BECAME

STUDY
PARTNERS...

AS SHE WAS NOT
FROM THE

PROVINCE LIKE Me. ||

WE STUDIED IN
HER PARENTS'
MANSION.

EARLY EVERY
MORNING | WOULD
PASS BY THE
SHINY “LAYLAND
BUFFALO"
AUTOMOBILE THAT :
BELONGED TO :
HER... | WouULD
STOP AT HER
| FRONT DOOR
d TO LOOK FOR
A STONE...

WE STUDIED
FROM SEVEN
TO NINE, THEN [
BREAKFAST |

STONE IN MY
HAND THE A
ENTIRE TIME... |

.. AND IN CASE |
DOZED OFF, IT
WOULD FALL ON
THE FLOOR AND
WAKE ME UP
BEFORE ANYONE
NOTICED.




| DID NOT
APPEAR AGAIN
UNTIL WINTER

0

HE MUST BE ONE
OF THOSE SMILE
PORTERS, WHO

| BUY THEIR WARES




SHE WOULD :
COME DOWN THE | =
STAIRCASE STILL | 2

HALF ASLEEP.

e A

A

SHE WOULD
OPEN THE
DOOR WITH
THAT LOOK IN
HER EYE THAT

i couLo Break

A MIRROR.




AGAIN |
DID NOT
SHOW
upP.




UNCERTAIN
ABOUT MY
STATUS...

HE NEEDED

TO TELL ME
] wHAT was
{ ON His MiND.




g%
5z
203

¢

HOME TO
GREECE,
MISS







| BROUGHT INTO
4 THE HOUSE, SHE
COULD NOT
SHAKE THE
FEELING THAT
THERE WAS A
FEMALE IN MY

Tl | PLATE FED ALL
/ | FOUR OF Us-
THE TWO OF
US AND OUR
TWO souLs
IN THE
MIRROR.

SHE GOT
SUPPER-
BEANS, NUTS,
AND FISH
FROM A PLATE




A WINDOW INTO A

WORLD THAT USES

MATHEMATICS IN A
DIFFERENT WAY
THAN YOU DO.

THE MACHINES, THE
. AIRCRAFT, THE VEHICLES
SIMPLE | : A CONSTRUCTED ON THE
DARLING. : | BASIS OF YOUR QUANTITA-
’ ; TIVE ESTIMATES ARE BASED
ON THE THREE ELEMENTS
LACKING ANY QUANTITA-
TIVENESS. —

THOSE ARE THE
SINGULAR,
THE SPOT AND THE
PRESENT MOMENT.

77 ( SMALLEST PARTI-
s 1 I CLES OF TIME...

S
THE SPOT

ONLY A SUM X HAS NO
OF SINGULARS DIMENSIONS
MAKES A QUANTI- AND CANNOT
BE MEASURED

TY. THE SINGULAR
ITSELF LACKS ANY
QUANTITATIVE MEA-
SURABILITY.

... ALWAYS HAVE A THUS IS ANY

COMMON DENOMINATOR: QUANTITATIVE I'VE GOT § m—" N
THE PRESENT MOMENT. APPROACH ALIEN TO BUFFALG Tao -
BUT IT ALSO LACKS THE ¢ THE F‘;UNDAﬂDNS 3 b
QUANTITY AND THE A YOUR —
QUANTITATIVE i N & /
SUCH A SCIENCE TO W | ) | IS BETTER
BE TRUSTED? WHY ) T 3 7 I 5 Al THAN YOURS
THE MACHINES 2 ! { d - f i o e IN SOME
MADE BY... 11 \ [ g
< WAYS.

... THOSE QUANTITATIVE
DECEPTIONS HAVE SUCH A SHORT

LIFE SPAN, THREE OR FOUR TIMES 7 \ & o
SHORTER THAN A HUMAN LIFE? -. : Sy

\ o







BY PEOPLE WHO
FED THEIR
SHADOWS TO
THE FIRE AND
BURNED THEM...

GATHERING
DEW AND
|| STONES IN THE 13

SITTING ON THE |
DOUBLE LOVER:
SHE SAW THAT |
WE PASSED BY A |
FOREST
OF WHITE
CYPRESSES...

A.

BY A GARDEN
TWO BREATHS
LONG, WHERE
IN THE FIRST
BREATH THE
BIRDS SANG...

THE SECOND
«| THE EVENING

... IN THE FIRST
BREATH THE

... AND IN THE
SECOND SNOW
TWIRLED BEHIND
THE WINDS.




s 1.
®e

WHEN AUTUMN CAME, WHILE SHE WAS PREPARING
FOR HER FINAL EXAM, SHE WAS NOT SURPRISED
WHEN | OFFERED TO STUDY WITH HER.

i




SHE DID NOT
MENTION THE
DISCOVERY
FROM MY
STUDENT I.D.

AND | STAYED FOR
AWHILE AFTER HALF
PAST TEN SO THAT |

COULD BE NEAR HER.

SHE WAS NOT
SURPRISED WHEN IN
SEPTEMBER, | DIDN'T
SHOW UP FOR THE
FINAL EXAM.

SHE WAS
SURPRISED NOT TO
SEE ME ANYMORE
AFTER THAT.
NEITHER ON THAT
DAY NOR DURING
THE NEXT FEW
DAYS, WEEKS OR

EXAMS.

... ONLY SHE
DIDN'T TRY TO
HELP ME
UNDERSTAND
THE LECTURES
ANY MORE.

AS BEFORE, WE STUDIED FROM SEVEN TO
]l BREAKFAST AND THEN UNTIL HALF PAST

CONFOUNDED,
SHE CON-
CLUDED THAT
HER ASSUMP-
TIONS ABOUT
MY FEELINGS
WERE
CORRECT.

— -




PUZZLED BY NOT
BEING ABLE TO
UNDERSTAND, ONE
MORNING SHE SAT IN
THE ROOM WHERE WE
STUDIED TOGETHER
ALL THOSE YEARS.

HER GAZE FELL
ON THE DISHES
OF A WEDGWOOCD
TEA SET ON THE
TABLE THAT HAD
BEEN LEFT OVER
FROM BREAKFAST.

o [ '
e

... | WORKED THE ONLY MEAL »

WITH HER JUST | COULD AFFORD o

TO GET A HOT
BREAKFAST
EVERY

MORNING.

IN THOSE YEARS. y
REALIZING THAT,
SHE ASKED
HERSELF ONE
MORE QUESTION:

IS IT POSSIBLE
THAT |
ACTUALLY
HATED HER?

EUROPE IS HER
NAME.

MINE IS BALKAN.

INFINITE WASTE
OF TIME AND
ENERGY...

‘?7



SCARED

I A[N’Tf;[?-. /

NOONEON |

A HARLEY
DAVIDSON.

> AND IF I DIE

AS EVERYONE KNOWS..

..WHEN YOU
SING OFF-KEY..

YOU ALWAYS ATTRACT ATTENTION.

TOMORROW, IT |

WON'T BE TO

NO ONE's ﬁ‘.

I CARE |}
LESS ABOUT §
LIFE THAN

MY TERRIBLE




wow!
A HOLE IS THE
HEAD IS BETTER
THAN A HOLE IN

THE HEAD! -- THIS HOLE IN

H / THE HEAD IS
£ HE e, WORTH A GREAT
SET OF WHEELS.

THIS SET OF
WHEELS?P?P

TO BRING HIM
IN ALIVE TO
GET THE
REWARD...

RELAX, TEQUILA!
THESE WHEELS ARE WORTH
A LOT MORE THAN THE
REWARD. SINCE YOU'NVE LOST
YOUR LEG AND YOUR TRUCK,

' WELL...

WHAT THE
FUCK'VE
YOU DONE;
AMANITE?




REMINDING
ME OF...
GRR...

WELL...
MY
FUCKED
UP LEG!

YESSS

SHIT, WILL
YOU STOP
SAYING
“FUCK"!

WANTED:
BABY-SITTERS
(REFERENCES
REQUIRED)
NAME YOUR PRICE,

g s ey COMING! IS IT

PRICE IS

OURS TO IR ABOUT THE AD?

_ NAME/

BY GOLLY: YOU
SEEM TO BE VERY
SWEET AND COMPETENT,
BUT I HAVE TO WARN YoOU
THAT HE CAN SOMETIMES
BE... ER... A BIT
RAMBUNCTIOUS.

F

THAT'S RIGHT,
JUST A BIT... BUT IF
HE GETS OUT OF
HAND, JUST SHOOT
HIM! THAT'LL MAKE
HIM BEHAVE... HA HA
HA... JUST KIDDING,
HA HA HA...




COME ON;
ASTOR! THAT
WASN'T VERY

FUNNY.

I KNOW;

HONEY...

LET'S GO,
WE'LL BE LATE.

YUCK! WHAT A STINK!...
DID YOU FIND THOSE

Sk

. DIAPERS YETP
e
WAIT A BIT...

{ I CAN HARD-
\ LY BREATHE!

IVE GOT A
BAD FEELING
ABOUT THIS
LITTLE SHIT.




HELL! HE'S
HEADING
STRAIGHT FOR
OUR HOG!

WHAT ARE WE
GOING TO DO
NOW, AMANITE?

1 SHOULD SORRY; ALL THIS IS
NEVER HAVE GOT MY FAULT. T'LL TRY
RID OF MY GUN... AND MAKE IT UP TO

BABBBYYY
COME
BACK!!!




THIS TIME AMANITE AND

& TEQUILA SPENT LONGER
0 .4?.! el ON THE ROAD...

COME
BACK, IT'S
TIME FOR

MILKY=-

...BUT DID

THEY REALIZE
IEeRrere




THEY ARE!

THE CHASE CARRIED §
ON TILL DAY BREAK.

GASP! THE
KID DON'T
LIKE MY TITS;,
THEY'RE TOO
SMALL.

HERE, LITTLE
ONE, GIVE THE >
BIG GUN TO AUN- THIS IS THE LAW/
TIE AMANITE, AND | > DON'T NO ONE

~\ YOU CAN SUCK ON

I HOPE YOU REALIZE,

AMANITE, THAT WE'RE
REALLY IN THE SHIT

NOW... PUFF! HOW ARE

WE GOING TO EXPLAIN

THIS?...




TEQUILA,
DO YOU
WANT ME TO
READ YOU
YOUR HORO-
SCOPE?P

OOH, DOES-
N'T LOOK

" FINANCIAL
SITUATION...
ZILCH...

uppouuup!

MONEY I AIN'T GOT, |

LOVE T'LL NEVER
HAVE, AND YOU,
YOU LITTLE SHIT,
IT'S TIME WE
DUMPED YOU. |
YOU'RE TOO MUCH |
| TROUBLE. AND GIVE f§
ME BACK MY GUN, |
D'YA HEAR? IT'S MY |
BREAD 'N BUTTER,
MY ONLY FRIEND!




URBAN LEGEND

P

) j‘F

ety |

\,k Jﬁ }r : Y

] i NADINE LIVED IN A TINY GARRET IN AN EXPENSIVE
APARTMENT IN A FASHIONABLE NEIGHBORHOOD.

e

{3

o

2

,. HER NEEDS WERE FEW.
- o - ——y T Tl 2T
ya - ;a*v Nesaw'!l

SHE SPENT HER DAYS DAYDREAMING, HOPING
THAT A NEW LIFE AWAITED HER OUT THERE... THAT
SHE'D MEET SOMEONE BY THE END OF THE YEAR.

YOU COULDN'T SAY SHE WAS PRETTY
OR UGLY, SMART OR DUMB... AND HER
DEAREST WISH WAS TO MEET SOMEONE
LIKE HERSELF.




! I | i
HIS NAME WAS PAUL AND HE
WAS LOOKING FOR A ROOM
TO RENT FOR HIS YOUNGER
BROTHER WHO WAS HIS WARD.

|

%4 | ONE DAY, SHE GOT THE

URGE TO GO OUT AND
LOOK FOR THAT SOMEONE.
AND IT JUST SO HAPPENED
THAT SHE DIDN'T HAVE FAR
TO GO...

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT WAS
A REAL-LIFE FAIRY TALE.

WHY BOTHER LOOKING FOR | 3
HAPPINESS ELSEWHERE WHEN IT el
‘ COMES KNOCKING AT YOUR OWN

DOOR?P




: LG S/ SHE ASKED HIM WHA
ONE EVENING, HE CAME Y | 5 4 WAS IN [T, BUT HE om:lr-'r
TO SEE HER CARRYING 1R8N\ _ b3 REPLY. INSTEAD, HE HELD
A STRANGE BRIEFCASE. i i Ty HER TIGHTER.

__~ -

AFTER THEY'D MADE LOVE, HE FELT LIKE
SMOKING A CIGARETTE. "DON'T MOVE. I'LL
GO AND BUY SOME" SHE SAID.

SHE WASN'T SURE

WHAT HE SMOKED.

SHE BOUGHT SOME
ENGLISH CIGARETTES.




L™ v g el ! i ‘-‘J
» EE

BUT HE HAD
| ) DISAPPEARED, AND SO
| HAD THE BRIEFCASE.
SOMETHING TOLD HER
|  THAT SHE wouLD
NEVER SEE HIM AGAIN.

e
%

| 4 & .
SHE WANTED TO SURPRISE 7!

THE MAN SHE LOVED. B |

R G~

WHY BOTHER LOOKING FOR HAPPINESS F
ELSEWHERE WHEN IT COMES KNOCKING |1
AT YOUR OWN DOOR?

THEY ASKED NADINE THOUSANDS
OF QUESTIONS. SHE WOULD HAVE |
PLENTY OF TIME TO REPLY TO ALL OF [ il
THEM BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR.

I TN W




BEAUTY OR THE BEAST

SO... ARE
You
ABSOLUTELY
DETERMINED?

DO YOU
UNDERSTAND
WHAT YOU'RE

UNDERTAK-
ING?

| MEAN...
YOU COULP DIE!
YOU KNOW I'M NOT
INFALLIBLE!

YES, | KNOW!

YOU'VE TOLD

ME A ZILLION
TIMES!

SOMETHING COULD GO
WRONG... VERY WRONG!/
ALL SORTS OF HORRIBLE
THINGS COULD HAPPEN...
YOU KNOW, DEATH IS NOT

ALWAYS THE WORST POSSIBLE
OUTCOME...

=

WHAT DID
YOU SAY?

Y... YES: I'M
WILLING TO
TAKE THE
CHANCE!/




I'VE BEEN LIVING
DOWN HERE FOR SO
LONG, CONCOCTING

PHILTERS AND POTIONS

TO SATISFY THE

WEIRDEST REQUESTS...

... BUT I'D NEVER
YET COME ACROSS
SUCH RECKLESS
INSANITY!

NOT BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE!
HAVE | MADE

YOU'RE MY )5 g
LAST HOPE! £ : NO ONE

WILL BLAME
You...

... AND
THANKS!

ALL RIGHT,

!
THEEP:{;;: Lé%f»yfgp' THE CREATION OF

A REJUVENATION
POTION REQUIRES A
g LOEchFo;I#E ANC I s AN ] IT WILL BE
8N f J- \ A LONG,
ARDUOUS
TASK!

LET'S HOPE
THIS IS
GOING TO
WORK!




| WAS
GETTING B
WORRIED!

WELL... IT'S TO
BE EXPECTED,
CONSIDERING
WHAT YOU™NE
BEEN THROUGH

IT TOOK ME
THREE DAYS
JUST TO WAKE

GIVE ME A
MIRROR!/

HEY... I'M SN AEPS
18 AGAIN! JUST WAIT
YOU HAVE d  AND seE IF

GIVEN ME BACK MY SWINE OF
I\ MY BEAUTY! | A HUSBAND

ECH- WILL CHASE
i E?QTH AFTER THE
- YOUNG
SERVANT
GIRLS!

OH, MADAM, THANK You!
THANK YOU WITH ALL MY
o HEART!! YOU'VE MADE ME
¥l HAPPY AND HOPEFUL AGAIN!
| DON'T KNOW HOW TO
REPAY YOU...!




JUST WHEN |
THOUGHT I'D
GOT IT
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A BIT OF MADNESS

v \) 3 _'A MAGICAL EVENING,
A L | FOR IT MARKS THE |
' _BEGINNING OF OUR

 JOURNeY!

BUT THIS TIME, P
LEAVING EARLIER!

.‘i\\‘h ST

EXCEPT THE

. QUEEN ‘.‘ ,_..-‘ -







BY THE
DANNAMS’
TRUNKSSS
WHAT'S YOUR
A\ PROBLEM NOW,
PLICHWOOK?

IT'S A MIRACLE
THAT IN SPITE OF
THIS RACKET THE

TROLLS AND
GOBLINS HAVEN'T
TURNED UP YET!...

..AND IF
YOU KEEP ON
ROUSING THE

WHOLE FOREST,

! B WE'RE GOING TO

END UP AT THE
BOTTOM OF A
MINE SHAFT/



HEY: IGGUK,
ARE YOU
LISTENING
TO ME?

i

EVEN YOU ARE
STARTING TO
FORGET! SO THEN
YOU THROW A
TANTRUM AND SHOUT
AT EVERYONE! BUT
THAT'S OKAY!

NO ONE IS
INTERESTED IN
YOUR STORIES

ANYMORE.

7

PFFFTT...
SHUT UP;
OLD BIDDY...

WHY DON'T
YOU ANSWER
THE DOOR;
YOU OLD
sSLuG?

P ™

el

’.




IT'S ME, MRS.
| PLICHWOOK!
IT'S AENGYS!

COME IN
QUICKLY!

I'M GLAD YOU
CAME! THE OLD
R GROUCH IS IN 3 %58 e P e N i
A TERRIBLE [R5 g : AT
' FRIEND,
WHAT HAVE
: You
BROUGHT US -
DO YOU HAVE
ANY JUICY NEW
ANECDOTES FOR
MEP YOU KNOW
HOW MUCH I
ENJOY THEM!/

A VERY
IMPORTANT
BY THE ELVES MISSION...
OF THE
FOREST! I =
" DON'T THINK I Ty -
d CAN DO MUCH . \ . | I'VE JUST COME
ABOUT THAT/ | FROM THE QUEEN'S |
o7 ) i : COURT!... MY
MISSION IS TO
ANNOUNCE A
MAJOR EVENT TO
HER PEOPL

RS ALL MEET AT
st

POSSIBLE!
OHZ BUT
WHAT'S SO WELL... UMM...
URGENT? | WE'RE
’ LEAVING/




B... BUT WHY?
WHY DOES THE
STUPID QUEEN WANT
TO LEAVE SO EARLY?
SHE CAN'T CHANGE
THE ORDER OF
THINGS!

GRMPHI!
THAT'S
TERRIBLE!/

AND WHAT ABoLT
THE GREAT
CONJSUNCTION OF
EVENTS? HAS SHE
FORGOTTEN ALL
ABOUT THAT? HUH?P

SURE... DON'T MAKE DRAT, DRAT! ROYAL

ME LAUGH! ANYWAY,

THE GREAT CON-

JUNCT/ON HASN'T
OCCURRED YET/

=,

DECISION OR NOT,
I DON'T CARE! I'M

ELFIN ALCHEMIST
AND NOT SOME

| ROAMING WAYFARER!

AENGYS/S!
YOU'LL LEAVE
TOMORROW

I A
IGGUK/! THIS IS WITH KA

A ROYAL DECI-

SION! MAYBE THE
QUEEN FEARS [

SOME DANGER? [

N,

37
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LET'S GET
SOME
SLEEP
NOW...







THAT'S WHAT,
YOU'VE
COME FOR,

HEE, HEE/
HEE,
OLD FOOL...

YOU THINK YOU
CAN TAKE OUR
MOST PRIZED
POSSESSION

WITHOUT PAYING

YOUR POWERS ARE
NOT YET GREAT
ENOUGH, FOMORE!
LET ME TELL YOU
THAT YOU WILL
NEVER POSSESS IT/
D'YOU UNDERSTAND?




WHAT DID You expecT?
COMPASSION? I LEAVE
TO THE WEAK WHAT
BELONGS TO THE WEAK!
IF YOUR QUEEN couLp
SEE YOU...

YOU COULD HAVE
RISEN IN STATION
AND DONE GREAT
DEEDS... BUT You
PREFERRED
MED/OCR/TY...

SO NOW...
PREPARE
YOUR SOUL
b FOR THE
& JUOURNEY...

AAHAHHL!
L MINE, AT LAST...
. TAKE WHAT BY
RIGHT IS
YOURS...




THANKS FOR
EXPRESSING YOUR
AFFECTION, IGGUK!

BUT I'M MORE INTER-
ESTED IN KNOWING
WHAT YOU THINK OF

THIS NIGHT...

ALL T FELT WAS
THAT... WAS THA
§ I DIDN'T GET TO

STOP PLAYING
THE FOOL,
IGGUK! T KNEW
YOU COULD FEEL
THAT OUR TREE

WAS SAD, JUST
LIKE T DID... YES: KAIA, YES...

I'M SUFFERING
TOO! OH, MY LAST
CHAPTER! I'M SO

HUMILIATED!

IS IT STILL FAR TO
THE QUEEN'S
COURT, AENGYS?
BECAUSE WITH A

LARGE SLUG L, BY THE ELVES OF
LIKE... o THE FOREST!




I WARNED You!
YOUR RACKET
ROUSED ALL
THE GOBLINS
IN THE NEIGH-

BORHOOD!

KEEP QUIET, YOU
YELLOW-LIVERED
SCUM... SINCE I
ROUSED THEM,
T'LL FIND A WAY
TO DIVERT THEIR
ATTENTION...

BUT... WHAT
ARE YOU
WAITING

FOR? GO ON/

MOVE!

AENGYS, TAKE
KAIA WITH
YOU. WE'LL
MEET UP
LATER ON...




H...

HELLO







AND WHAT THE
HELL WAS THAT?
IS SOMEONE OUT

THERE USING

ME FOR TARGET

PRACTICE?P! I
ALMOST GOT HIT!

SKEWERED ELF!
THAT'S ENOUGH!

WHAT? IT'S GET-
TING WORSE...
SOMETHING TELLS
ME I SHOULD GET
OUT OF HERE!
THIS SEEMS TO BE
THE PLAYGROUND
OF THE GODS!...







e

COME CLOS-
ER, LITTLE
CREATURE!... |

5'_-‘,‘.\

LITTLE NIGHT
LIGHT, WHERE DID
YOU FALL FROMP

DON'T BE AFRAID.
I AM IGGUK, AND
I WILL PROTECT
You! so, pIp You
GET CAUGHT IN
THE STORM, TOO?




A BUNCH OF GOBLINS
WERE AFTER ME/
NOTHING UNUSUAL

ABOUT THAT, I GUESS...

BUT JUST WHEN THEY
WERE ABOUT TO BASH
MY HEAD IN... CRASH!
BAM! EVERYTHING
SEEMED TO EXPLODE!

WHEN I
OPENED MY |
EYES, THEY'D
ALL BEEN
TURNED INTO
A PULP!

DEMONIC
QUEEN!/

GROWL...
ARE WE EVER
IN A BLOODY

ITS ALL
HER
FAULT...




OKAY, FIZ,
LET'S GET

BETTER BE
CAREFUL! THIS
COULD BE ONE

OF THEIR
BOOBY TRAPS!

YIKES! /T’S
SLIPPERY!
AND WHY THE
HELL DOESN'T
IT STOP
RAINING?

\




HEY THERE!/

YOU CAN

COME ouT
Now!/

NOOOO!/
DON'T GO

COME BACK...

LITTLE TROLL

NO BAD! OH,
COME ON!/

NO BOOBY
TRAPS,
OKAY?




b RoLL saw B

VOID... BIG
BLACK

———

YES... SADLY...
OH MISERY!
POOR TROLL...
OH...

CHANGED
TO STONE,
RIGHT?

UNFORTU-
NATELY, T

, CAN'T HELP

N You, TROLL...

...BUT COME
WITH us/
WE'RE GOING
TO SEE THE
QUEEN!

"

WELL THAT

TAKES CARE OF
THAT! AND
NOW, TROLL,
LET ME INTRO-
DUCE MYSELF...

AND THIS IS |

FIZ, LITTLE
NIGHT
LIGHT!...

I'M IGGUK!/
GREAT ELFIN
STORYTELLER

AND MOST

RENOWNED

BROTHERS THINK IT
IS NIGHT TIME AND
HAVE PARTY... SO I
SEE THEIR EYES! THE
TROLLS IS CRAZY!
EYES DEAD! AND DAY

PLEASED TO
MEET YOU, MR.

i FI1Zz, MR. IGGUK!

MY NAME IS

| DOM/ DOM THE

NOW... LITTLE
TROLL ALL
ALONE... NO [
) MORE BROTHERS! |
SNIFF/ ALL [
ALONE...

IGGUK? HOW
COME NIGHT
AND DAY HERE
AT SAME TIME?P
HUH? TELL ME!

I DUNNO... THE
QUEEN SHOULD
BE ABLE TO
ANSWER ALL
YOUR QUES-
TIONS. SHE
MUST KNOW...




- OHR/S

LOOCKY

THERE...
LOTS OF BIG,
SOFT MUSH-

DAMN, DAMN,
DAMN... THIS
PLACE REMINDS
ME OF
SOMETHING...

IGGUK?!
FRIENDS FIZ
AND DOM...

DOESN'T
MATTER,
IGGUK/!

OH, THANKS FOR
REMINDING ME! IT
HAD SLIPPED MY
MIND! SORRY,
FRIENDS! WE'RE
GOING TO sSTOP
WALKING THROUGH
ALL THESE ROOTS...

BIG RED
ONE...
PERFECT FOR

LITTLE TROLL... |F

YES... VERY
GOOD...

T

DOM ONLY
KNOW THIS
VERY COM-
FORTABLE




NOW LET ME I8 1 ; Y :
INTRODUCE | S — ’ B ... THE MUSI-
i § ¥ CAL MUSH-
ROOMS...




-

THIS SONG (e

IS IN YOUR
HONOR,
DOM!...

N,

B HEE, HEE,
B, HEE! DOM

8 - .BUT I THINK
8 SOMEONE'S
§ ALREADY BEEN

BACK, FIZ...
HAVE You
GONE













HOW CAN
ANYONE BE

THAT DUMB?
WHAT AN I°

YOU VERMIN! (S, i

ON LIKE
THIS! WE
MUST DO

SOMETHING!

you! you
STINKING
CREATURE!/
I'LL SHOW
you!

NICODEMUS!
NICODEMUS,
MY
DARLING...

...FLY AWAY,
DARLING, AND
BRING BACK
THAT SCUM!




IGGUK! @
BEHIND
A yoU...

ALONE, DAMN
you!




I TAKE BACK
WHAT I SAID...
YOU'RE NOT
AN IDlOT!
THAT'S A
GOOD BOY...







YOU... YOU
ARE HUMAN,
AREN'T YOU,

MA'AMP

YOU'RE
ENDEARINGLY
EMOTIONAL,
IGGUK
PLICHWOOK!

AND YOU,
MY FRIEND,
ARE LATE!...




OKAY!
WE'VE
CHATTED
ENOUGH...

NOW THEN,

PLICHWOOK,

DON'T LOSE

HEART! SEE THIS

MACHINeS: SIT DOWN
INSIDE THE CIR-
CLE:; AND DON'T
LET ANYTHING
SURPRISE You!




THE GREAT WAR WAS A
TERRIBLE MISTAKE! THE
HUMANS THOUGHT THAT
THE FAIRIES POSSESSED
GREAT MAGICAL POWERS
WHICH WERE BEYOND THEIR
UNDERSTANDING AND
THEREFORE HOSTILE.

FACED WITH THE
EXTENT OF THE
CATASTROPHE, TWO
DELEGATIONS
WERE SENT TO
NEGOTIATE...

THE... PACT... GRANTED
THE QUEEN AND HER 48
COURT THE RIGHT TO
TRAVEL ANYWHERE IN

THE WORLD... AND
TO GO TO A SECRET
DESTINATION. ..

uz'- / -

ONLY OUR QUEEN
KNOWS OUR
DEPARTURE DATE,
AND IT WILL TAKE
US BUT ONE
NIGHT TO REACH

OUR DESTINATION/

THE PACT WAS
OFFICIALLY SIGNED AND
WITNESSED BY THE
HIGHEST ELFIN AND
HUMAN AUTHORITIES IN
THE LAND. TO SHOW HER
GOCOPD FAITH: THE QUEEN
PLEODGED THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL THING IN THE




MADAM, I'M
FAMILIAR WITH THE
STORY, FOR I TRAN-

SCRIBED IT. I'M THE
ELFIN STORYTEL...

2 YGU KNOW NO‘IHIN
TERRIBLE 9EEDS 1'HA=

..FOR GREED HAD A REA 458
APPEARED AMO A
HUMANKIND:...
AND THEN ANOTHER, GREATER
EVIL REARED ITS UGLY HEAD...
THE LUST FOR POWER!

UNFORTUNATELY, NO
SINGLE PLACE COULD

HOUSE SO MUCH ENERGY.

AND THAT WAS WHEN THE =

MOST TERRIBLE OF TEMPLES
WAS PROPOSED:

A HUMAN RECEPTACLE! A

LIVING TEMPLE MADE OF A

YOUNG PERSON'S BODY..,

THEY SAID IT WOULD BE A
PERFECT HIDING PLACE! A
PANTHEON OF SHAME, WAITED
UPON BY A USELESS PUPPET/
NOTHING MORE!

¥ ...HEWWAS SO YOUNG...

~ " AND SO GUILTY! THAT'S
RIGHT... GUILTY. OF

GENNOCENT!




BRUTUS!/
PIG OF
MISFORTUNE,
BE STILL/

IGGUK, GET IN
THE CART!...
WE'RE FINALLY
LEAVING...

AND... ER...
Do YOU
KNOW WHERE £ B IS

WE'RE

S CONGT I 1 DON'T KNOW...

GO ON THEN!
MOVE ALONG;,

HMPH. ..

NOTHING! BUT |

§ EVERY PROBLEM |}
Na HAS A SOLUTION!

NO EXCEP-
TION TO THE




TROLL SHIT!

SHE'S PRETTY

QUICK! KEEP
MOVING!







AND I'M
coLp!...

...WE'RE TAKING b > :
A'LONG Tive, | ARENT YOU: DO YOU THINK

{ DON'T YOU THINK? — «-g KAIA AND
OH DEAR, OH AENGYS ARE
DEAR.. 4 - ALREADY
- THERE, UP ON

GROWL! L . 1 Look 1 was
| ALL THIS JusT e e FORCED TO
| BECAUSE OF A \ R (U LEAVE MY
| UM QUEEN... ' _ \ e

DUMB AND LOOK AT ME

STUBBORN! ol - NOW!

IGGUK! sTOP
WHINING!
WHAT YOU'RE
SAYING IS
BLASPHEMOUS!/

L... LOOK!
WEVE
ARRIVED!
THERE'S THE
HILL!

UMM... BIG
PEOPLE LIKE
YOU DON'T EAT
LITTLE PEOPLE

LIKE US, DO You. |

OOOHH?!
POOR
SWEET
LITTLE
THING!
HowW sAD!
MY, MY!

BAH! IT's
UGLY! THAT'S
NOT HOW I
HAD IMAGINED

HOW OLD
ARE YOU?
YOU MUST




ALL YOU DO IS
WHINE! LOOK... ALL
THE RACES OF THE
ELFIN PEOPLE UNIT-
ED IN ONE PLACE!

ISN'T IT
MARVELOUS?
ADMIRE THAT/

IT'S NO USE.
FOR THE TIME
BEING, WE
MUST CONCEN-
TRATE ON OUR
MISSION!

' WHERE THE

A WISE GUY,
Pt : HUH? WELL

ER... DO [ ; ; S KEEP THE
YOU KNOW [ P JOKES TO

DooreeLL J§ YOURSELF

WOW!...
THE QUEEN

| seems TO LIKE

THE OLD
STYLE!

THIS IS A PRIME
EXAMPLE OF
ELFIN STYLE!

APPRECIATE IT/

ENOUGH?!







I SEE THE
QUEEN STILL

LIKES
OLD-STYLE

| FURNITURE...




BUT THIS IS
HUGE...!

Lagt DO YOU KNOW |

WHO YOU'RE
TALKING TOP
y |I'M MR. IGGUK




