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AUTHOR'’S NOTE: Inspirational catalysts for this graphic novel
include William Burroughs (from whom | copped the word Interzone),
Jor Division (who also copped the word, usm? it to title a song that
helped set my mood during the writing), James Tiptree, Jr.'s short stor

“And | Awoke and Found Me Here on the Cold Hill's Side,” and Philip K.
Dick’s novel Eye in the Sky (not to mention everything else he wrote, the
collective cerebral marinade of which performs constant inspirational
sls;vcice). This work is therefore dedicated to all of them.— Lou Stathis,

Heavy Metal’s The Venus Interface is volume 5, number 4 in a series of special editions published four times a year by Heavy Metal magazine.

Retail Display Allowance: A retail display plan is available to retailers interested in earning a display allowance on Heavy Metal’s The Venus Interface. To obtain
details and a copy of the formal contract, please write to Progressive Magazine Vendors, Inc., 210 gummi' Avenue, Montclair, N.J. 07645 (Att: John Ryan). Under the
Retail Display Plan, in consideration of your acceptance and fulfillment of the terms of the formal contract to be sent to you upon your request, you will receive a display
allowance of 10 percent of the cover price per copy sold by you. This plan will become effective with all copies of Heag' Metal’s The Venus Interface delivered to you
and sold by you subsequent to the date your written acceptance of tﬁis formal retail display agreement is received and accepted by our company.

Heavy Metal’s The Venus Interface is published by Heavy Metal magazine. Heavy Metalis a registered trademark of HM Communications, Inc. Copyright © 1989 HM
Communications, Inc., 155 Avenue of the Americas, N.Y, N.Y. 10013. All rights reserved. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without the written permission
from the publisher. Any similarity to real people and places in fiction and semifiction is purely coincidental.



| 6UEFS, WHEN YOUR
EDGES VE BEEN BURNED
ONE TDO MANY TIMES, You!
THINK NO ONE COULD
POSSIBLY PUT SOMETHING
OVER ON YOU....

- 7 S T P &
AND THAT'S JUST WHAT HAFPPENED TO THIS GRAPE-A,
SHIT-FOR-BRAING BLIRN-OUT OVER HERE -- 50 LOCKED

INGIDE MY HARDASS SHELL THAT | THOUGHT NOTHING

COULD GET T ME... LIES, TRUTH, OR ANYTHING
IN BETWEEN. g TR

| MEAN, WHAT DIF-
FERENCE pogs AVY
OF THAT MAKE WHEN
YOU'RE OUTBIDE IT ALL?

| DO REMEMBER WHO TOLD ME THAT. MAYBE IT WAS
MY MOTHER. BUIT | SHOULD'VE LISTENED. SURE, IT&
OBVIOUS WOW -- AFTER ('VE BEEN HAD LIKE SOME OLIT-
PLANET YOKEL ON THEIR FIRST TRIP TO THE INTERZONE ...
BUT WHY COULDN'T | HAVE WISED LIP SOONER 7

~
\

WHICH MAKES YOU INTO ONE FRIME
MARK, RIPE AND JLUICY FOR THE
CHERRY - FICKING.

| 6UESS WHAT [

SHOULD'VE CONE WAS

IGNORE THE CALL THAT

CAME N THAT DAY-- BUT

7 WAsS A JoB, AND

HELL, | NEEDED THE
CREDIT.

80, WHEN THE LIMO DROPPED DownN
O MY DOOR, | DIO WHAT ANY Goop

MARK WOULD Do.. . ! GOT IN.



IT WAS A LONG TRIP-- ALL THE WAY TO HELL OUT

ON THE FAR EDGE OF THE INTERZONE. IT WAS A
LESS - DENSELY SETTLED AREA OF THIS HUGE
COLLISION OF PLANETE AND MEGA -STRUCTURES,
WHAT CoULD BE CALLED ONE OF IT® "Goop
NEIGHBORHOODS. " THAT 1S, |F A BlGé OPEN SEWER
CAN HAVE SUCH A THING AS A "GOOD NEIGHBORHOOD,”

v N
MORE CORRECTLY, IT WAS WHERE THE
ROTTING CANCER THAT RAN THROUGH
EVERYTHING IN THIS PLACE HADN'T YET
HIT THE SURFACE. WHERE THE RICH
PARASITES COULD LIVE COMFORTABLY,
SHIELDED FROM THE FILTH OF THE ]
GALAXY'S LOWLIFE -- BUT CLOSE ENOUGH
T PROFIT FROM M- i

KNEW THAT
PRETTY S00N , THEIR
NEIGHBORHAOD WoULD
LOOK JUST LIKE MINE,

CALIGE

.. . LIKE ANY GooD

METASTASIZING TUNMOR,

THE INTERZONE NEVER
STOPPED GROWING.







THE INTERZONE'S BEEN SPREAPING LIKE AN ONINIVOROUS
MALIGNANCY FOR HUNDREDS OF GALACTIC -STANPARD -
UNIT YEARS, EVER SINCE IT WAS FIRST SET LUIP AS A
FREE - TRAPE ZONE TO EAGE TENSIONS BETWEEN THE
MILKY WAY'S THOUSANDS OF INHABITING SFPECIES.

ST G 4

T Y ¥; 2

7 NOTHING CURES RAMFAGING
WAR-FEVER QUICKER THAN A
Wl WHIFF OF UNLIMITED FROFIT...

FREE TRADE WAS SOON FOLLOWED
BY FReEE EVERYTHING. THE RULE OF
LAW FELL APART, BECALISE NO ONE
ELSE CoULD DECIDE WHOSE (AW
SHOULD RULE, AND WHO SHoULD
ENFORCE IT.

WHAT IT SAID WAS PRETTY BASIC :
ANYTHING GOES IF THERE'S MUTUAL
CONSENT AND FULL KNOWLEDGE

OF THE CONGEQUENCES.

THINGSG GOT REAL HAIRY
FOR A FEW DOZEN &5Us
-~ BopyY COUNT IN THE
MILLIONS, NO SPECIES
SFARED, ETC.-- FINALLY
SETTLING DOWN WITH
THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE
INTERZONE / HOMEWORLD
EXCLUSION COMPACT,
WHICH wAs THE
MAXIMIUM AMOUNT OF
LAWN ANYONE CARED TO
CeAL WITH, AND THE
MINIMUNM REQUIRED TO
KEEP ORPER .

... AND THE STINK OF
LINHOLY MONEY HANGS
HEAVY OVER THIG PLACE --
LIKE A CLOUD OF DEAC
MOLECULES WAITING FOR
A BLACK HOLE PLUNGE.
TIME STOPS, AND EVERY-
THING TEETERS ON THE
EDGE OF THE ABYSS.

ESTABLISHING THE INTERZONE AS THIG POLLUTED
GALACTIC CROSSROAPS, WHERE THE FERPENDICULAR
CHANNELS OF GREED AND PLEASURE DUMPFPED ALL
LIVING THINGS TOGETHER. A VICE PLACE TO VISIT...

IT ALSO ESTABLISHED
RIGIP HOMEWORLD
SEGREGATION, WHICH
MEANT THOSE AREAS
WERE STRICTLY
RESERVED FOR
INCIGENOUS SPECIES.
NO EXCEPTIONS.




COCA -FARBEN CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS .

THINK OF [T AS A
MOBILE HOME FOR
ROBBER BARONS.

THEIRS 15 A GALAXY - SPANNING
COMMERCIAL EMPIRE, FOUNOCED
THOUSANDS OF YEARS Aco,
FUELED BY HUMANKIND'S LIN-
QUENCHABLE THIRST FOR JUNK
FOOD AND DRUGS. THEY'VE
SINCE DIVERSIFIED -~ NOW, THEY
SERVICE THE GASTRO-INTESTINAL
AND PHARMACOLOGICAL NEEDS
OF ALL LIFE-FORMS. ANMONG
OTHER THINGS .

NO SENTIENT BEING'S

CENTRAL NERVOUS

SYSTEM (S BEYOND
THEIR GRASE.

NOT EVEN MINE.




"y
y EL : ‘

27

N

» e
o ‘% 4
t\‘ WAS THERE NO END TO
o 7HE BuLLSHIT THIS
N ADVENTURE WOULLD
TEACH ME ABOUT MY-

| THOUGHT | WAS IMMUNE
0 THE SORT OF FBYCHIC
INTIMICATION BUILOINGS
LIKE THIS ONE ARE DESIGNED
T0 INSTILL.

\ HOW -
; EMBARRASSING . - -




A GODDAMN LITTLE PosGBoT
WAS THERE TO MEET ME.

| AM THE DIRECTOR'S PERSONAL ASSISTANT.
IF You'LL BE SO KIND AS O FOLLOW Mg, ALEASE?

Af‘ ‘.A

! HATE THE CONDESCENCING
LITTLE BASTARDS. WETWARED

AND ULTIMATE FIDELITY, THEY
ARE THE FERFECT SERVANTS.

FOR BRUSQUE OFFICIOUSNESS

THE DIRECTOR 1S
MOST EAGER TO
MEET YOU.

YEAH, THEY ALL ARE, THE PEOPLE WHO
WANT TO HIRE ME. THEY WANT TO SEE
IF | LOOK LIKE A FREAK-- WHETHER
THEY CAN TELL I'M A POLYMORPH THE
MINUTE | WALK INTO THE RoOom.

| WON'T PULL Z7 [k - :

&2

ANYTHING -- AS
LONG AS HE
DOESN'T

VERY WELL.THE
1 DIRECTOR 1S
| WAITING FOR You
IN HIS OFFICE,
THROUGH THOSE
DOORS THERE

! FELT LIKE (
WAS WALKING
INTD SOME
KIND OF AN-
CIENT ToMB.

{ DON'T WORRY YOUR
| LITLE SiLicon BRAIN-
CHIP ABOUIT IT,

| SHOULD INFORM You THAT THE
) DIRECTOR 1S IN A VERY FRAGILE STATE
| OF HEALTH , AND SHOULDN'T BE SUBJECT
TO VERY MUCH STRESS. You HAVE NO
SURFRISES PLANNEO’)FOR THIS MEETING,
| HOPE 7

AND | KEPT




... AND JUST ANOTHER CLIENT:
iy

THE GUY WASN'T JUST OLDP, HE WAS A MONSTER -~
FIVE HUNDRED Gaotls IF HE WAS A PAY. KEPT
ALIVE BY MOBILE LIFE-SUPFPORT SYSTEMS CONTIN-
UALLY BATHED WITH METHUSELAH-MIST BY A
FLEET OF TINY DRONE NOZZLES . ... LOOKED LIKE
HIS SKIN WOULD STAY BEHIND IF HE STDOP UFP.
TOO FAST. GAVE ME THE CREEFS.

YOU'LL EXCUSE MY APPEARANCE,
OF COURSE. THESE DAYS, IT SEEMS
LIKE | MUST SPEND ALL MY TIME IN
ONE OF THESE DAMNED REJUVENA-

770N MACHINES.

50 HAPPY YOU WERE
ABLE TO SEE ME ON SUCH
SHORT NOTICE, MSR . SHELDON.

=7 JEN

You MAY APPROACH.
| HAVE MUCH O
TELL You.




ENOUGH. HELP ME OUT OF
'THI? JHING, MUTTENKAVIEN .
OUR VISITOR AND | HAVE 3

" THEY THEORIZE THAT

SOMETHING TO D\SCUSS ONCE THIS CONCOCTION

A5 15 0BVIOUS, MSR. SH N, 4 OF THEIRG 1S INTRO-
o N 84 DUCED INTO A LIVING

COCA-FARBEN HAS NEED OF YOUR e 3
SPECIAL TALENTS. OUR PROBLEM o ORGANIC SYSTEM, IT
1S THIS : REGEARCH SCIENTISTS 7 ” WOULD ALTER CELLULAR
WORKING IN OUR LABORATORIES FUNCTIONING SUCH THAT
HAVE COMPUTER-MODELED A RE- : = ALL AGE-RELATED
MARKABLE ORGANIC SUBSTANCE, . AP DECREP(TUDE
WHICH THEY'VE S0 FAR BEEN ' / WouLp SToP.
UNABLE T© BRING OUT OF -THE

REALM OF -THE ABSTRACT.

YES, AS YOU MIGHT
SURMISE, | HAVE A
GREAT DEAL OF
PERSONAL INTEREST
IN SUCH A LIFE-
PROLONGING PRODUCT.

« ’ BUT THOSE INTERESTS
° SAY NOTHING g 4 { ARE TRIVIAL COMPARED
OF T OBVIOUS - WHH THE POTENTIAL FOR
MARKET VALLE TO Bl : ] UNIVERSAL GOOP SUCH
COCA-FARBEN . ) i A PRODUCT HOLDS WITHIN
: P! % sUB-GENETIC
STRUCTURE .

| UNDERSTAND YOUR OWN
AGING PROCESS 1©

ACCELERATED BY YOUR, UH,

CONDITION . |1 THAT TRUE?

IMAGINE THE SORT OF
CIVILIZATION, THE ACHIEVEMENTS,
THAT COULD BE BUILT BY BEINGS
OF ETERNAL LIFE ! THE PoSSIBILI-

TIES ARE LIMITLESS/

SOMEHOW , THE OLD WHEEZEBAG'S
RAGING CASE OF ALTRUIGN WASN'T
CONTAGIOUS. | WAITED FOR HIS
NEXT MOVE. | KINEW WHAT WAS
COMING. AND HE KNEW | KNEW. IT
WAS BORINGLY INEVITABLE - . ..




FOR THE SAKE OF MY HE GAVE ME A \ THIS CHIP HAS

FRICE, | MADE IT SECOND TO ” . [ ALL THE NECESSARY
LOOK LIKE | HADA PLAY MY GAME. 3 AT
CHOICE. .

WE'RE FULLY
PREFARED 1O MeeT
YOUR TERMS.

HIS SMILE COULDVE FEELED
FAINT FROM A WHOREHOUSE [
WALL.

YEAH, WHICH MEANS THE SOONER
YoU TRANSFER A GIGA-CRED ADVANCE
INTO MY ACCOUNT, THE SOONER WE CAN
PLUS, | SUSPECT YOU'LL BOTH RECAPTURE OUR LOST YOUTH.

REQUIRE USE OF OUR PRODUCT » r.i? =
WHEN YOU'VE COMPLETED 1B d o
ASSEMBLY -- F IT DOESN'T \

KILL You FIRST. ...




YEAH, MY "CONDITION” HE CALLED IT. LIKE | WAS
BORN WITH [T OR SOMETHING, AND NOT VICTIMIZED
BY A BOTCHED DESIGNER - ONA EXPERIMENT WHEN
( WAS A DUMBSHIT TEENAGER.

BUT I'VE LONG SINCE GOTTEN OVER M‘/
BITTERNESS ABOUT THAT, HAVEN'T | 7

.
A s
EINF 35
AS ALWAYS, DIRECT DATA REAP-OUT HIT me
LIKE A BLICKET OF ICED SYRUP.~—

Wumseieva o §

4N N R S
B '\ -~ KICKING THE BREATH OUT OF ME, ANC LEAVING my
% ! Booy FROZEN SLACK FROM THE NECK COWN.
; E

25 \ ‘;
7 INFO FLASHED FAINFULLY IN MY
T HEAD. | SCANWNED T-- OR AT e

LEAST AS MUCH A5 | WAS ALLOWED
TO. EXCEPT FOR THE PRIMARY BIT
--THE FIRST LEG OF MY TRIP--
ALL THE PATA WAS BLOCKED,
AND GATED TO A BIOFEEPBACK
COMINO - LOOP PROGRAMMELD TO
RELEASE THE NEXT INFO-BIT TO
ME AS | INGESTED EACH
SUCCESSIVE SUBSTANCE ON MY
Tﬁﬁl( AGENCA . -

WHICH 16 LIKE PUSHING GOMEONE POWN A DARK
STAIRCASE THAT ILLUMINATES ONE STEF AT A
TIME, AFTER YOU'VE FALLEN ON IT.

MORE CONFORMATION.
FUCKED DEAL FROM

TOO BAP | WASN'T
PAYING ATTENTION.

-

¥




80 | WAS TO BE A HUMAN TEST-
TUBE ON THIS JOB, GOING FROM
PLANET 7O FLANET, SUCKING IN
GOBS OF STUFF THROUGH EVERY
ORIFICE, AND THEN MIXING IT
AlLL TOGETHER FOR THE COCA-
FARBEN BoYS TO EXTRACT ANC
sTUDY.

- “"“"W‘FV'W‘W

IT WAS THE PAYOFF THAT WAS
BLINDING ME TO ALL MY
INTERNAL ALARM SIGNALS -~
THE PROSPECT OF INFINITELY
EXTENCING THE RAPIDLY
SHRINKING PROBABILITY FOOL
THAT WAS MY FUTURE .

AND ITS TIMES LIKE THIS ONE -- WHEN I'M

ABOUT TO UNPERGO ANOTHER TRANSFORMATION - -
THAT'RE ALWAYS THE WORST. | START WONPERING
WHETHER ANY OF ‘THIS 1S5 WORTH KILLING MYSELF
OVER . USUALLY IT ISN'T. SOMETIMES | TALK
MYSELF OUT OF GOING THROUGH IT AGAIN. THIS
TIME CLEARLY WAS WORTH I'T. [ WANTED TO LIVE .

1

! 6UESS (VE CONE
WORSE FOR LESS

| WAS TRAPPED, You SEE. [
HAD TO USE THIS FUCKED
"TALENT " OF MINE TO LIVE--
BUT EACH TIME | USED IT,
IT KILLED ME JUST A LITTLE
BIT MORE .

REACHING INWARD ,
| FIRED THE
NEURAL CIRCUIT,
AND STARTED THE
TRANSFORMATION.
THE FAIN, AS
ALWAYS, WAS
WAITING., . .




...AND, AS ALWAYS, IT WAS
WORSE THAN | REMEMBERED
17. WORSE THAN | THOUGHT
1T COULD EVER BE.

N

SUBATOMIC FIRE GEYSERELD
uP my sPINE

) A
my BLooD SIZZLED, AND
MY SKIN STARTED TO STRETCH.

FOLLOWING THE TEMPLATE -PROGRAN POWNLOAPED FROM THE COCA-
FARBEN CHIP, mY BOPY BEGAN (TS MOLECULAR TRANSFORMATION

! CoULD FEEL MY ORGANS TWISTING
AND SQUEEZING THEMSELVES INTO

NEW CONFIGURATIONS, MY BONES |
SNAPPING AND REMOILDING.

AND THEN IT WAS PONE--A COUPLE OF
SECONDS THAT LASTED AN ETERNITY.
THE FAIN WAS GONE, BUT | FELT LIKE
MICROWAVED SHIT. -

my MIDSECTION EXPLOPEDP, ANC
AN ARRAY OF STRANGE PROTUB -
ERANCES BROKE THROUGH MY SKIN.




THE ORILL NEVER VARIES -- FIRST TRANSFORNMATION.,
THEN PAIN, QUICKLY FOLLOWED BY PUKE. MY TRUSTY
STOMACH ALWAYS MANAGES TO KEEFP SOMETHING
LYING AROLIND INSIDE [T -- SOMETHING MY LAST FORM
ATE, AND WHICH My NEW ONE FINDS INDIGESTIBLE.

GET A LOAD OF THIS BEAUTY IN
THE MIRROR. WHY IS IT | ONLY GET TO

THE CHIP DOWNLOAPED MORE
INFORMATION INTO MY
CONSCIOUS -ACCESSIBLE
FOREBRAIN, BRIEFING ME ON
THE SILLY BEAST | HAD
TURNED INTO AND THE MATERI-
AL | WAS SUFPoSED TO
SECURE FROM (TS HIME -
WORLD-- A PLANETARY
SYSTEM THAT SOUNPED LIKE
rata.”

THE MORE | LEARNED ABOUT THIS LALA

PLACE, AND WORSE, WHAT THESE GOOFY-
LOOKING THINGS AROUND MY WAIST WERE
USED FOR-- | DoN'T
EVEN WANT 70 TALK
ABOUT IT NOW--THE
CRANKIER | GOT,

THE SOONER I'M
) THROUGH WITH THIS

! WAS NOT HAVING FUN.




LIKE ALL PATHWAYS LEADING OUT OF THE
INTERZONE, MY ROUTE TO LALALAND WAS
— STRICTLY POLICED. GUARDS GAVE MY PUDGY
: . \ " Bopy THE ONCE-OVER, MAKING SLIRE ( WAS
I'Mm oFF ' , . WHO MY 10 SAID | WAS ( WHICH | WASN'T),
"ZJV?ZEAER;’DHE < % AND THAT | WASN'T TAKING ANYTHING BACK

WITH ME THAT | WASN'T SLUPROSED 70
(WHICH | WAS)

BUT | PASSED THEIR MACHINE - WHAT A HAPPY-LOOKING : § Ano oavwep iF THAT
MUSTER WITHOUT A HITCH, , BUNCH THOSE LALALIANS ) FEELING WASN'T
AND THEY WAVED ME ON TO WERE . | : 3 CATCHY. HORMONES
A SHIP WAITING TO ROCKET ; f 3 \ 1L Ber.

OFF T LALALAND. 3 .

roome RIS




I'VE NEVER BEEN MUCH ON INTERPLANETARY TRAVEL ~-
1T SLOW AS HELL, AND MURPER ON THE INTERNAL
Bovy ALUMBING . 50, GRABBING A MAGAZINE, |
SETTLED IN FOR THE USUAL LONG, BORING , INTO -
THE-INKY-VOID - OF - SFACE JALINT e

SFACE JOURNEYS....
ST

AND PISCOVERED { | L A FUN-LOVING
THE RATHER ) BUNCH INCEED.
UNIQUE LALALIAN X h 2 >
METHOD OF LA ] ¥
LIVENING UP \ _ J
DULL ZERO-G PR } !

AT FIRST | HAD NO INTENTION OF ADDING MYBELF TO THE
UNDULATING MASS OF DOUGH-LIKE FLESH , SHAMELESSLY
HUMPING AND PUMPING AWAY, PLUGGING EVERY LOOSE

SOCKET IV SIGHT.

-

UNTIL MY OWN SET OF OH, WeLL . As THEY
CUTE LITTLE THINGIES SAY-- WHEN IN ROME . . ..
GOT A WHIFF OF THE
ACTION, AND WHINED
OTHERWISE AT ME .




»

Ta il i

CONSEQUENTLY, BASIC
SERVICES DOoN'T FUNC-
TION TOO WELL IN
LALALAND - - EVERYBODY 6

% g

LIFE IN LALALAND 6 BASICALLY
FLIN- CENTERED -- OR MAYBE >
PLUG- CENTERED 16 THE MORE
CORRECT TERMINOLOGY. ;
LALALIANG ARE SUBJECT TO A iz

POWERFUL , UNFLAGGING DRIVE =

TO KEEP THEIR WAIST-WIGGLIES
SATISFIEL, AND S0 ARE PRETTY
MUCH LOST I PERPETLAL
PURSUIT OF THE PERFECT PLUG. |
SINGLE , DOUBLE, OR TRIPLE 5
HOOK-UPS ARE OKAY, BUT A
SEXTUPLET -- YOW/-- THAT S
THE ULTIMATE .

700 BUSY HAVING FUN
TO MAKE SURE THINGS
ARE IN GOOD WORKING
ORDER, OR THAT THE
GARBAGE 1S5 TAKEN
OUT REGULARLY .

my JOB WAS TO FIND SIX
LALALIANS OF SPECIFIC
GENETIC PROFILES AND PLUG-
CONFIGURATIONS , ROUND THEM
ALL UP TOGETHER, AND --
FHhenm -- TAKE POSSESSION OF
GENEROUS SAMPLES OF
THEIR CHROMOSOMAL LOVE
LIQuIP.

AN [ | s 2

ITE LIKE LIVING IN A PLANET-
SIZED COLLEGE CORMITORY.

SOUNDS EASY ENOUGH, €h 7

PLACEMENT SERVICE ..

ESPECIALLY WITH THE ASSISTANCE
OF THE PLANET 'S POSHEST PLUG-




EXCUSE ME,
| WONDER [F -~
wHooPs !

WELL, I'M NEW IN TOWN , Y'eEE,
AND REQUIRE FOR SPAWNING PLIR -
POSES SIX PLUG-BUPPIES OF ONLY

THE AINEST BREEDING STOCK .
YOUR COMPANY COMES RECOM -
MENDED AS THE MATCHMAKERS
TO CONSULT WITH ON SUCH

WEIGHTY MATTERS.

BUT YOUR NEEDS, MY DEAR , ARE
SINPLE ONES TO SATISFY (NDEED FOR
AN ORGANIZATION OF PLUG-MATES '

VAST RESOURCES ! NO PROBLEM

WHATEOEVER /| __

HIYA HIYA! DON'T BE BASHFLL , SWEET-BUNS. WE WERE JUST PLUGGING UP SOME OF
THE SLOW SPOTS IN OUR TEDIOUS WORK DAY. HOW MAY WE BE OF SERVICE ?

WORRY NO MORE, MY DELICATE
LITTLE PUFF PASTRY IF YOU'LL
JUST WADDLE INTO MY OFFICE....

i

YoU HAVE INDEED JIGGLED DOWN TO
THE RIGHT PLACE , TWINKIE-THIGHS /
PLUG-MATES OFFERS LALALAND'G
MOST COURTEOUS, EFFICIENT, AND
WIDE - RANGING MATCH SERVICE --
PRETZEL PLAYS OUR SPECIALTY /

IT'S QUITE SIMPLY A MATTER
OF CROS5-REFERENCING YOUR
PLUG-FPERMUTATION AND
CHROMOSOME - QOUNT RE-

1 QUIREMENTS, USING QUR STATE -

OF “-THE-ART DATA FILING AND
RETRIEVAL SYSTEN HERE .

a



THE DOUGHBOY GEEK WAS GETTING A TAD
TOO FAMILIAR FOR MY TASTES. | HAC A

GOOD IDEA OF WHAT WAS COMING .. ..
VOILA! A SEXTET
OF SEX-PETS FOR MY THIS OUGHTA COVER

MARSHMALLOW T, hrmm 7
MovmA /

LET'S DON'T RUSH THINGS, MY QUARTER ~TON QUEEN

OF QUIVERING QUICHE / NOW ‘THAT YOUR PROGEN-

ICAL NEEDS HAVE BEEN MET, HOW'S ABOUT YOU'N'ME
SLAPPIN' SOME SOCKETS 7

MAYBE SOME OTHER TIME ,
SWINE-SWEAT! |'VE GOT A HOT
DATE WITH SOME DOWNRIGHT
ALORABLE DNA!

ek ! WHAT
AN OINKER!

THUS BEGAN MY LALALAND ORGY-
ovyesey. IT WAS Now UP T Me
O TRACK DOWN EACH OF THE
HOSE -HOUNDOS ON MY LisT, ANC
GATHER THEM TOGETHER FOR
THE UNPLEASANT EVENT. ...

AS THE PORKER SAID," NO PROBLEM
WHATeoEVER. /!




UH, EXCUSE ME, DO
;/‘OU HAVE A MOME:I‘/T’(;N
EED O SPEAK TO You HAVEN'T THESE
AN URGENT PERSONAL . CLOWNS EVER HEARD
MATTER, OF A FLIGHT ALAN 7

I'M TRYING TO ARRANGE A. FULL-HOOKUP 16 THIS GOME KINDA S/Ck GA@ 7 ' CAUSE
PLUG-PLEX FOR EUGENICS PURROSES, AND AG YOU CAN SEE, | AIN'T LAUGHING / |
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS WERE PROVIDED 1O ME GOT MY HANDS AL RUNNING THIS
BY THE ESTEEMED PLUG-MATES MATCH LOUSY SPACEFORT, MAKING SURE THESE

SERVICE . ROCKET- JOCKEYS

IT'LL BE A HEAP OF FUN, HONEZT / AND I WON'T

OH JEEZ, | DON'T KNOW...

TAKE LONG, ETHER -- | PROMISE / GCIENCE WILL BE HOW ABOUT NEXT TUES-- AFTER THE RITUAL EXCHANGE

FOREVER GRATEFUIL FOR YOUR SACRIFICE ! YOUILL NAH, MOM'G PENCILLED OF PRESTIGE - PLUG CARDS,
MEET SEVERAL SWELL BABES/ AND I'M SURE You i [ IN THERE. WHAT ABouT | TROTTED OFF TO mY NEXT
NEED THE TIME OFF, ANYWAY-- YOU CAN'T JUGGLE Xy SATURDAY BETWEEN 2:20 PROSPECT. . ..

AIRCARS ALL THE TIME! THINK OF THE DISAPROINT: ‘ - i R
MENT THE OTHERS WILL FEEL IF YOU DON'T COME/ 3 .

YOUR PLUGS ARE GETTING RUSTY, You GOTmA

KEEP ‘EM IN SHAPE /

YEAH ! SOUNDS GReaT!
IT's A DaE !

Whew! CAN | GET
BACK TO WORK Now ?




NEXT ON THE LIST WAS A WAITER WHO, 5% THE
LOOK OF IT, COULDN'T BE TRUSTED TO DELIVER
ALL THE Foop HE WAS CARRYING TO THE TABLE
1T WAS INTENDED FOR. HIS oW MOUTH. |
SUSPECT, SHORTSTOPPED A GREAT DEAL OF IT.

THEN A POLITICIAN, WHO PISINGENUOUSLY
PRETENDEL |GNORANCE OF SUCH AFFAIRS....

LEGAL TENDER.

AN APPEAL TO HIS
APPETITES SHouL®
20 THE TRICK .

NEXT WAS ONE OF THE TOWNS
FEW WORKING GARBAGE GUYS. ...

OF HANDeOME
GARZON, Yfou !

Y0/ Jou Bl HUNK

AND A ToUGH MACHO COF,
WHO WAS GRAcIoUSLY AT

AFTER SOME CLEVER

NEGOTIATING PLOYS OV
my PART, WE REACHED |.
AN AMICABLE AGREE -

e 55 : X XS e
ALL ARRANGED. NOW CAME THE EASY FPART --

SECURING THE VECESSARY SAMPLES OF
LALALIAN JOINT JUICE. . .. m——




| BOOKED A LUXURIOUS SUITE IN
THE SWANKIEST JOINT IN TOWN,
ANC SAT BACK TO WAIT FOR MY
PLUG-FALS TD ARRIVE .

THEY STARTED COMING (N -- BY THE TRUCK-
LOAD -~ ABOUT HALF AN HOUR EARLY.

OBvVIousLY,
Worpo oF
THE EVent

AND EVERY PARTY-HOUND
IN LALALAND -- WHICH
MEANSG EVERYBOOY --
WAS CONVERGING ON THE
PLACE FOR A PIECE OF
THE ACTION.




1T WAS OUT OF MY COVTROL. /
HAP NO 108A WHAT TO CO.

AND THE LUST-
CRAZEL DUMPLING -
HEADS KEPT

W ROLLING IV BY

N THE pDozZEN /

| GRABBED THE SIX THAT (O
INVITEC, AND PRAGGED THEM
INTD THE BEDROIOM .




/ READ EM
THE RIOT ACT.

NOW LOOK HERE, YOU GUYS -- | INVITED YOU ALL HERE
FOR A SPECIFIC, SCIENTIFIC PURPOSE, NOT JUST O RARTY
YOUR. PORCINE LITTLE BRANS OUT ! <O STOP HAVING FUN,
AND LET ME GBT MY JOB DONE! AFTER I'M THROUGH You
CAN DO WHATEVER THE HELL YOU PLEASE.! &0T THAT 7

r=

| DON'T KNOW ABOUT you 6UYS, BUT I'M OUTTA
HERE! | CAN'T STAND PLUG-POSSESSIVENESS !

k } 1 HOég s D;ELLAHQ.'

ot Ve ‘ | CHECK THIS OUT-~-

JEEZ --WADDA ; ;‘g}‘@ /] ar-—,
KiLLJoy/! - ' AR f & LOOKS PROMISING

WHY, ER, THAT'S THE
TRANSFORMER FOR MY
ELECTRIC TOOTHBRUSH !




WELL , WADDAYA KNOW -- A
PERSONAL HYGIENE DEVICE
SAVED MY MILE-WIDE BUTT/

WHO WOULPA -THUNK 772

WHY DIDN'T You 54y’
YOU HAD A OUBLE-O
FUN MACHINE IN THE

FIRST PLACE !




YEAH, SO LALALAND-- THE PLANET OF THE
PERFETUAL PLUG PARTY --TLIRNED OUT T
BE KINDA FLIN. 50 WHAT. I WAS STILL
GLAD TO BE BACK HOME, AND JAMY GLAD
D BE BACK IN MY NORMAL FORM. T MEAN,
THIG OLP BODY NOW FELT POSITIVELY
ANOREXIC !

BUT I WAS ALeo EXHALSTED, AND
WITH ALL THE CHANGING I HAD AHEAD
OF ME-- I STILL DION'T KNow
EXACTLY HOW MANY-- T KNEW I WAS
GONNA BE WIPED oUT 8Y THE TIME
THIS JoB WAS PONE.

SOMETHING TOLD ME T WAS
REALLY GONNA NEEL cocA-
FARBEN'G LIFE-PROLONGING
CONCOCTION WHEN ALL THIS
WAS THROUGH. *f

S0, IN MY BLISSFUL
GNORANCE , T TELE-

LAND ADVENTURES
70 THE DIRECTOR- -

- THE LESS T HAp T©
DEAL DIRECTLY WITH
THAT CREEP THE
BETTER -- AND MADE
READY FOR MY NEXT
TRANSFORMATION .

~




WHICH WASN'T THE WORST OF IT,
NOT BY A LONG SHOT. IM WAS THE
KIND OF FisH I WAS WHICH WAS
THE PROBLEM . ...

I BOARDED A
BLIBBLE - SHIP IN THE
ACQUATIC SECTION OF
THE INTERZONE , A
TUB NAMED - - IN ALL
EARNESTNESS - - THE
SEPTIC QUIEEN.
THAT SHOLLD GIVE
You A Goop [DEA OF
WHAT T HAD IN
STORE . . . .

WE WERE HEADED FOR A LIQUID - COVERED PLANET
THAT HAS NO FROPER VERBAL NAME , SINCE THE
REPTILIAN INHABITANTS COMMUNICATE NoT BY
SPEECH BUT SMELL. THEY VE GOT AN EXTREMELY
SENSITIVE OLFACTORY SYSTEM, AND A COMPLEX,
OPOR- PRODUCING GLANDULAR SYSTEM - - BOTH
LOCATED IN THE SKIN COVERING THEIR ENTIRE
BorY.

TRAVELERS THAT PO SFPEAK HAVE
LOTS OF IMPROFPER NAMES FOR

THE PLACE -- LIKE THE STINKHOLE,
OR NOSE HEAVEN, PEPENOING ON
THEIR PROCLIVITIES.

THE LOCALS HAVE QUITE A NICE STENCH
FOR IT, SORTA WARM AND NOSTALGIC .
178 HARD TO DESCRIBE , BUT ITS LIKE
A MIXTURE OF OILED Woop, SOFT
LEATHER , AND MOoM's HOME COOKING.




gg@; %00/52 ALWAYS TAKE 9<;M£

TIING (/! 72 SPEC),

e i OF e e MY FISH-SKIN FELT LIKE ONE BIG

PARTICULARLY INTENSE, BUT THE \ EROGENOLIS ZONE Bory/-SUIT. T

SHOCK OF NEW, VIVIDLY EXPER!- SPENT THE TRIE FAPDLING ALL

ENCED SENGATIWG 1o oW aF _ THROUGH THE SHIP'G DIFFERENT

THE FEW THINGS THAT'S FUN : BUBBLE CHAMBERS, DRINKING

ABOUT TENG BLICINESS IN IT5 SMELLS, AND LUXURIATING

‘ (N THE TICKLING AND CARESSING

FEELINGS MADE BY LIQUIDS OF
DIFFERENT TEXTURES MOVING
AGAINST MY BAPS .

THE OPORS WERE STRONG,
BUT GENERALLY FPLEASANT.
UNTIL I SWISHED INTO
SOME OF THE SEPTIC QUEENS
CARGo TANKES, AND GOT A
SNOOTFUL OF SOME OF THE
SLOP THEGE WACKY SCALE-
TAILS WERE SHIPPING

BACK HOME . Yow /

THE SCOOP WAS THIS: THESE &llYe
WERE WHAT YOoU MIGHT CALL THE
TIOY-BOWL MEN OF THE GALAXY. THEY
COLLECTED EVERY OTHER RACE'S

WASTE PRODUCTS LIRLIFIED THE LOT
OF [T, AND THEN SHOT IT ALl BACK

O SLIMPTOFIA -- OR WHATEV/ER THE
HELL THEY CALLED THEIR HOMEWORLD. |{f

Eé’l, THIS STUFF WAS

O TH!

VALUABLE RAW MATERIAL--
A NECESSARY INGREDIENT
FOR THE MANLIFACTURE OF
THE ARTIFICIAL NLITRIENT
BATH THAT WAS THEIR LIFE-
SUPRORT MEDILM .

THEY'D LONG SINCE OUTGROWN
THE NATURAL couP-STOCK THEY
CAME FROM, AND HAD 7O
PRODUCE A STEADY SHOWER OF
THE NEW IMPROVED BETTER-
THAN-NATURE STUFE TO SLIPPORT
THEIR EXFANOING POPULATION .

| WHICH WAS CAMN CONVENIENT
FOR EVERYONE ELSE IN THE
GALAXY, WHo DIpN'T HAVE
WORRY ABOUT WASTE D/SPOSAL
ANYMORE OR EXPENSIVE

| SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS....




AND THESE FISH-GUYS WERE

DAMN SWUG ABUT THE IA/HGLE
ARRANGEMENT, TO 24y THE LEAST.
MEAN, GETTING PAIC /-/AUL AWAY
THE GALAXY'S }

GA,
UV//"/ﬁ_rOFF THE Qﬂ/FF

, AND THEN

I FLAPPEC STRAIGHT
T My DESTINATION,
AND SOON ENOUGH
AW THE THING

LOOMING (N THE MURK ...

THE PLAaE SEEMED LIKE JUST A BIGGER
VERGION OF THE QH/P I HAD COmE IN ON--
A CONSTANT RAIN OF GREAT SMELLS, AND
HOLDING TANKS EVERYWHERE Foﬁ EvERY
ITEM OF LIQUEFIED WASTE THE GALAXY'S
RACES COULD PRODUCE. THERE WAQ QUITE
A BUSTLING LOCAL TRAPE IN THE STUFF
AS WELL -- STINK FUTURES, T GUESS
You'o CALL 'EMm. :




HEEE M‘/ M/§9/0/V WAS T SNIFF DOWN
THE STUFF THESE GUYS CONSIPERELD
AN U/VUSABLE WASTE PRODUCT -~
ORDINARILY NOZZLED DIRECTLY INTO THE
NEAREST STAR -- AND SLICK (T oW
INTO THE SAME STOMACH SACK THAT
WAS ALREADY CARRYING A FULL
LOAD OF LALALIAN GAMETE GCOF.

I almv"r ALLOW MY MIND TO DWELL

ON WHAT EXACTLY THE WASTE

PRODUCT OF WASTE INGESTORS

WouLp BE LIKE. PROBABLY A Goop

IDEA, T&O. I’LL LET You THINK
ABouT IT. ..




]

THREE GUARDES WERE
STATIONED AT THE PLANT 'S
MAIN ENTRY VALVE.

THEY SHOT ME A HEALTHY
BLAST OF SKUNK-LIKE STENCH,
WHICH MY FiSH-BRAIN HELP-
FULLY INTERPRETED AS "BEAT
1T, SISTER, THIS SROT'S OFF -
LIMITS, #

I SPIT BACK AN AGREEABLE THOUGH SOMEWHAT

CONFUSED SCENT, WHICH TOLD Em ALL T WANTED

WAS A QUICK SWIm THROUGH THE YUK TANKS. T

FOLLOWED THAT WITH A SHAKY SQUIRT OF FEMALE

PHEROMONES, WHICH SAID I WAS FERHAPS

PEVIANT, BUT ESSENTIALLY HARMLESS. I SLAPPeD

THIS OVER TO THEM WITH A SEDLICTIVE FLAFP OF MY

SHAPELY TAIL. BoYe ARE BoYS, No MATTER WHAT

SHAFE THEY CcoME IN, AND IM NEVER ABoveE e ' : i .

TAKING APVANTAGE OF IT. . " B THE EXPRESSION

- - — 3 : A ON THEIR MUGS
455 ‘ : INDICATED THEY

THOUGHT T WAS
ONE KINKY DAME,
BUT THEY WERE
BUYIN' IT.

THEY HUOPLED
INDECISIVELY, THE
WAy Lo -RANKING
/gALEE ALWAYS

0.

T L
P ANO ) -
AND THEN SENT ONE OF EM ~
OFF T0 ASK THEIR BOSS [F IT : %5% Zvvé;ﬁz_ THE
WAS oKaY. IF T DION'T 4
KNOW BETTER, IT'C 24Y FISH |5 e OLFACTORY CHIT-CHAT:
WERE (NVERTEBRATES. g

-




MESSENGER-BOY CAME BACK WITH THE WORD FRom
/W EQUALLY SPINELESS SUPERIOR --TO THE EFFECT

F, "SURE, LET THE EGS-LAYER TAKE A DIP IN
7HE POO-PO0 RoOL, BUT IF ANYTHING GOES IWNRONG,
TS ON YOUR PORSALS, NOT MINE /"

FINALLY, IT OCCURRED TO THEM
THAT THEY COULDN'T THINK OF A
REASON NOT TO

Goop

LEr MEIN....

A5 GOCUPANTS OF

/Vaw I KNEW WHY FioH WERE
THE emLu-mNsz MWERS
BoTrom-MosT

RUNGS. .

THEY DID THEIR
ATHETIC ROW-WON
ROUTINE FOR A FEN
MORE MINUTES, ANC
I WAVED ‘M SOME
ENCOURAGING
SMELLS TO HELP THE
PECISION-MAKING
PROCESS ALONG .




THE SCAVENGER
HUNT WAS oN ...

ANC
WORSE, BUT IT STILL WASN'T
THE JUNK I NEEDED.
MUSTARD GAS HAD NOTHING
ON THIS STUFF.

THEN, JUST WHEN T
THOUGHT I WAS GONNA
AAGS oLT FRom THE
AWFULNESS OF ITALL,
I FOUND THE RIGHT ONE.

BUT GOBBLE IT
Z DI, ANO THEN
ED FOR

> THE EXIT.

SMELLING [T WAS BAD
ENOUGH. GOBBLING IT
WAS FAR WORSE.




il

-- MUST HEADED STRAIGHT
FOR THE OUTER MEMBRANE
OF THIS Lousy SWItL-
SacK BY THE MosT DIRECT
ROUITE POSSIBLE -~

-- HOPING T WOULDN'T
UPCHUEK My Boory
BEFORE T GOT OUTTA
THERE

-- AND SURFACED JUST
IN TIME TO MAKE USE OF
MY ROLIND-TRIP TICKET
ON THE SEPTIC QUEEN.

NEVER OID THE
INTERZONE SMELL




0 BAC | DION!'T GET TIME TO ENJSOY IT. WITHIN THE PLACE WAS HORRIBLY CoZYy, AND WE WERE
HOURS, | HAD DIGESTED THE NEXT BATCH Of vy ALL BUPPOSED TO BE ONE BIG, HAPPY FAMILY -~
BopY-SPECS ON MY TIME -RELEASE CATA-C, | WITH LOVABLE, PROTECTIVE DAL TAKING CARE
AND TURNED INTO THIS CURVY, BIMBO-LIOKING OF THINGS FOR US,

BABE. BEAUTIFUL VACUITY (5 SOMETINES THE

BEST DISGLISE -- NO ONE TAKES Yol SERIOUSLY

ENOUGH TO FEEL THREATENED.

YES, MY
FRIENDZ, WE ARE
TRULY ONE HAPPY

WORLPD...

BT i el W

HE CALLED HIMSELF THE BI& &Ly, AND KEPT I8
N TELLING EVERYONE NOT TT WORRY ABIOUT
} ANYTHINVe
4 | .

GUARANTEED FOR
ALL.

BUYS WHO SPOUT REASSURING SHIT LIKE THAT

ONLY MAKE ME SUSPICIOUS. | NOTICED NO

ONE ELGE AROUND ME SEEMED TO THINK ANY-
THING WAS WRONG . ...




YES, MY FRIENDS, DON'T
WORRY ABOUT ALL THE LITTLE
DETAILS. JUST LEAVE THAT - THAT'S R
SILLY, BOTHERGOME STUFF ; = \ JueT RELAX AND

T° ME. i LET ME HANDLE IT.

'LL TAKE cARE
OF EVERYTHING
FOR YOU.

| DON'T KNOW -- cALL ME A WACKY, CYINICAL
DANE -- BUT EVEN THOUGH MOST EVERYONE
AROUND HERE WAS QMIL/N@, THEY DION'T
LOOK ALL THAT HAPPY 70




o 4

BUT HEY, SCOFING oUT THE
TRUE FEELINGS OF THE LOCAL
POPULACE WASN'T Iy My JOB )
DESCRIPTION THIS TIME OUT. 5
I HAD mYy O -- MORE -
PRESSING -- PROBLEMS TO —_
WORRY ABOUT, LIKE SECURING
THE SYNTHESIZED INEURO -
CHEMICALS PRODUCED HERE
ON HAPPYWORLD.

e

READY FOR YOUR
oseS, LAPIES 7
THEY'RE FACTORY

—-— FRESH !

I'LL TAKE TWO,
YOUNG MAN /

Hmmm ... AM
FEELING A BIT

GET YOUR warvaee WAFa?s 7
CAN'T BE HAPPY WITHOUT YoUR
WONDER WAF

WONDER [F THIS
BOMBSHELL BorY OF
MINE HAS TO WATCH
HER DIET-- HUH 7

DO YOU REALIZE WHAT
YOUIRE EATING 7 DON'T You
KNOW THAT CRAP. 15 THE

SOURCE OF ALL OUR PROBLEMG’




I'M REALLY
SORRY | WAS g0 |

ADD/cm/59 BUT, | THOUGHT IT wAS
JusT eome KIND OF cAanpy -- THE WAY
THeY wel 9EL(,/N6 IT ON THE STREET/

WONDER WAFER --
THEY'RE ADDICTIVE,
YOU KNOW,

UNéLA EV YOU

NEW AROUND HERE--NOW |

ING Hrmmm , SONETHING -
T TS ME YOU COULD 9P THAT- - WE'RE
Just ANcmaz’ New duet TRYING QK peorie

IND
OILASERS- - - THE BIG 6UY'S BENEVOLENT
MAsK. THAT'S JACK ISIDORE
SPEAKING NOW. ...

NEITHER , SMART
ouwyY--1Ts My
MOTHER, 50 ZIP

YoUR & e

'S WONVDER
WAFERS THAT'RE
THE OPIATE OF

OUR PEOPLE -~

--AND THEY'VE SAPPED US
OF OUR WILL TO RESIST, OUR
DESIRE FOR INDIVIDUAL )
THOUGHT AND ACTION, AND WE JACK'S QUITEA
WILL CONVTINUE TO BE THE BBLE -ROUSER, eh’
MINDLEGS SLPVES OF OUR
SELF- APPOINTED LEADERS
UNTIL WE BREAK EVERY-
ONE OF THE WONDER ‘ UH, FONLER

SO WHAT KIND OF
REVOLUTION ARE YoU
AND YOUR FRIENDS TRYING
© PULL OFF, ANYWAY 7

WAFER HABIT/ ’ COULD WE 6O
SOMEWHERE

QUIETER
AND TALK 7

SURE, |F
You LIKE..

NOTHING 7O AMBITIOUS -~
JUST THE TOTAL OVERTHROW
OF THE PLANETARY GOVERN-

MENT, THAT'S ALL.,




TS NOT AS DANGEROUS AZ YoU MIGHT
THINK , ACTUALLY. THE BIG GUY AND HIS CRONIES
ARE SO OVER- CONFIDENT -~ THEY THINK WE'RE
ALL DRUGGED INTO IMPOTENCE -~ THAT THEY NEVER

EVEN CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY OF AN
INSURGENCY MOVEMENT.

{  JUST HOW LONG HA%
TS BIG GUY CHARACTER
BEEN TOP 0OG AROUND HERE 7

OBVIOUSLY, HE'S NO ORDINARY
HUMAN -TYPE BEING. MY GLEZS 1S 600D QUESTION. NO ONE ON THE
THAT HE DOESN'T EVEN EX/ST IN OUTSIDE REALLY KNOWS. JUST SOME
e e SO S Vi T Ry ek 2 e o A S
; = O'VE RULED OVER A DRUGGED- MPLACE LL l
STRUCT -- A DIGITAL SIMULACRUM PLANET OF CONSPICIOUS - CONSUMING UP AT YOUR URGING AND TH

IF YOU WILL -- THAT THEY USE AS A LAVE LABOR ;:oa HUNDREDS FF IR ING 7 WHY QHOUL
KIND OF VISLIAL SEDATIVE, Comp- = R e U a0 QAR beded e

LEMENTING THE CHEMICAL ONE - 3 . IT IS WAY !
THeY PUT IN THEIR WONDER WAFERS. f k

OF COURSE. | AGREE
WITH You, FOWLER -~ |
GUESS I'VE JUST GOT A

HOW COULD THEY PREFER T LOT LESS FAITH IN HUMAN

GIVEN AN HONEST CHOICE? Wharie NATURE THAN YOU. | THINK

MORE REAL AND GRATIFYING THAN NMOST PEOPLE WOULD

A LIFE OF PASSION THAT ALSO HAS

PAIN 7 WHERE’G THE HUMANITY

IN THE BLAND, R uu’rreo LIVES

THEY LEAD NOW 7

JEEZ -- HE GURE 15
CUTE WHEN HE 6ETS




| WAS ACTING on PURE IMPULSE

EITHER EMOTIONAL OR GLANUL
I'M NOT SURE WHICH.

[ DON'T USUALLY ALLOW MYSELF TO
ROES.

GIVE IN TO ANY SUDD!

N L) /
TEND TO BE MORE C’AUﬂOUQ, MORE

DELIBERATE.

BUT, | GLESS BEING IN ANOTHER BOPY WORKS
PSYCHOLOGICALLY LIKE WEARING A DISGUISE --
YOouU END LIP DOING THINGS Yol WOULDN'T
NORMALLY EVEN CONSIDER DOING. SOMEHOW,
IT'6 SOMEONE ELSE WHO MAKES THE DECISION.

WELL, WHOEVER THE HELL
MADE THIS ONE, | WAS GLAD.




A JOB 15 PROBABLY
MORE ACCURATE .

UH, YOU DON'T WASTE
MUCH ‘Time, oo You ?

| DON'T HAVE
THAT LUXURY, NO.

I'VE BEEN HIRED O
L SOME OF THE
NEUROCHEMICALS
THAT ARE USED IN
THE MANUFACTURE
OF YOUR WONDER
WAFERS.

THoSE SUBSTANCES,
WHEN COMBINED WITH
™ OTHERS -- SOME THAT
| 'VE ALREADY GOTTEN,
OTHERS THAT ('VE YeT
TO -- WILL FORM A
SORT OF LIVING ORUG,
AN ORGANISM THAT
WILL PROLONG LIFE
WHEN INTRODUCED IN-
© A HOST Bopy.

| GUESS THAT MEANS You

AREN'T PLANNING A VERY LONG

STAY ON OUR WONDERFLIL, HAPPY
WORLD, eh?

IT'S NOT JUST THAT,
FOWLER. | CAME HERE FOR
A GPECIFIC REASON --A
MISSION YoU CcOULD 2aY,
IF You WANTED TO ceT
MELODRAMATIC ABOUT IT.

AND ('LL BET YO
WANT ME TO LIBERATE
THESE CHEMICALS FOR
You FROM THE WAFER
WORKS é;,oy’VN THERE,

NOT EXACTLY-- I'M

PERFECTLY CAPABLE OF
sut

DOING [T MYSELF,
| COULD STAND SOME
HELP |F YOU'Re UPTO IT...




) WHY, SLIRE oNEE -- &F, miss/
WHAT SEEMS TO BE THE PROBLEM?

Hl THERE, HANDSOME .
GIVE A LADY A HAND 7

AAKIISSSKNSRNES

Ll lLﬂI n

{ M'IIIA

% i THAT SILLY ARCAR
ki : OF MINE JUST KEEPS
; BREAKING DOWN. |
DON'T KNOW WHAT
COULD BE WRONG
WITH 1T/

You BET YOUR LIFE
I'LL HOLD FOR GROUCHO!
HOW MUCH D\D You epaY

THE JACKPOT WAS 7

STARTED UP
FINE APTER A
FEW MINUTES !

0 You? (&




sl YEAH - - THE TOUGH PART'S
THROUGH THAT DOOR. . ...

S0 MUCH FOR
GRANDMA GHELDON'S
NAH--'VE STILL HEIRLOOM EARRINGS /
GOT A FEW
SURPRISES STUCK
UP my EARS !

THESE FILES INDI-
AT THE WONDER -- AND THEY'RE
CV@:EE_IT(H THULA COMES DEFINITELY USING
ANET

- IT O CONTROL THE
gl FoPULATON /

NOW TO FIND THOSE
CHEMICALS AND GET
OUTTA HERE FAST ./




THAT'S WHEN ANOTHER BIT OF DATA

FELL INTD MY FOREBRAIN, AND |

REALIZED THAT mY BODY WASN'T

IN QUITE THE RIGHT FORM TO

PROPERLY REACT WITH THIS WONDER
WAFER STUFF. ...

NO BIG ODEAL, | JUST HAD
TO PO A QUICK, IMPROVISED
CHANGE - -

DOWN THE
HATCH /

SOMETHING WAS WRONG.

BY MY oW BopyY CHEMICALS....




--INTO A MAN, OF ALL GOPPAMN THINGS.
THIS PROCESS WOULD HAVE TO REQUIRE
TESTOSTERONE , WOULON'T IT 7

UH, YOU'RE NOT
GONNA BELIEVE
THIS, FOWLER ...

| 6OT THIS GoB OF BIO-
slammaranice |
('M WHAT | || FOrRM mySELF AT WILL, B B o
YoU CALL A w7 - Jou THINK 7

POLYMORPH --
A SHAPE-

Mimic ANY
LIFE-FORM
THAT | WISH.




WELL, \'M NOT 20 SURE...
[ MEAN, | \JUG‘EF HAD SEX
WITH SOMEONE WHO
WHAT THE HELL'S x <
FOWLER, PLEASE DON'T LOOK | 7247 suPPOSEC © TASTE\R%S%D gé‘é'?éeﬁy'”
ATAME e AR MEAN 7 OF COURSE EYES, AND THEN TELLS
ENCE, Q%L'ZV?Z’ tam /! ME SHE DOES ITALL THE
ST HUMAN. TIME - - CHANGING,
- ' THAT 1S, SO HOW AM T
' SUPPOSED TO KNOW
JUST WHO--OR WHAT:--
You ARe 7

couLD You AT .

teasTaveme [ 1| DoN'T KNOow How vYou

A MINUTE 1O POSSIBLY COULD, BUT | GUESS
EXPLAIN 7 | CAN LET YOU TRY.

IT GOES BACK TO WHEN | WAS A KID... |
WAS ABANDONED IN THE INTERZONE - - NEVER
KNEW MY PARENTS, OR EVEN IF | HAD ANY--
AND GREW UP ON THE RUN, GOING BACK AND
FORTH FROM THE TUNNELS TO THE HOLDING
TANKS © THE CORPORATE BREEDING SHELTERS...

THAT'S \WHERE | WAS RECRUITED BY A BODY/-

RENTAL AGENCY, WHO SIGNED ME UP FOR SOME

GUINEA-PIGGING WITH A LOW-RENT GENE -

SCRAMBLING LAB (CALLED MENGELE MUTATIONS

| WAS ON A DEATH TRIFP-- | DIDN'T CARE

WHAT THEY DID TO ME, AS LONG AS | GOT A
FAT BONUS.

WELL , | GOT MY BONUS -- BUT | ALSO GOT
THIS METAMORPHIC CURSE . | WAS THE ONLY
SUBJECT WHO SURVIVED THE TEST--AND THEY
TOSSED ME BACK INTO THE STREET WHEN THEY
WERE DONE WITH ME. | WAS MISERABLE FOR
YEARS UNTIL | DECIDED TO MAKE THE BEST

OF IT.

S0 | TAKE THESE JOBS, WHERE
| DO MY TRANSFORMATION ACT
\ FOR SOME PURPOSE -- SO | CAN
) MAKE A LIVING, AND ALEO SO |
CAN DO SOME GOOD. CAN'T You
UNDERSTAND THAT 7




NEITHER OF US SAID ANYTHING
MORE. WE GOT OUT OF THE
WAFER WORKS AND BACK TO
FOWLER'S AIRCAR, AND THEN
HEADED TO THE SHUTTLE-PORT.
! HAD MORE WORK TO Do.

| WANTED T© SAY A LOT OF THINGS TO HIM, BUT | Coulp TELL
HE WAS IN TURNMOIL, HIS FEELINGS RAGING AND CONFUSED. |T
SEEMED TRIVIAL TO ME, BUT | GUESS ON THIS "HAPPY " WORLD
OF RIGIDLY - DEFINED SEX ROLES HE JUST COULDON'T DEAL WITH
A WOMAN WHO DION'T STAY A "WOMAN. ”

oBviousLY, THIS WAS ONE YOUR SHUTTLE BOARDS
HE HAD TO FIGURE OUT HIM- OVER THERE. IT LEAVES IN
SELF. | HAD TO LET HM o HALF AN HOUR .

IT AT HIS OWN FACE .

NO-- |'VE GoT T0 @er

B BACK. | WANT O SHowW

| |S\DORE WHAT WE FOLIND
AT THE WAFER WORKS.

WHAT ABOUT
WHENOALL ™IS &

HE DIPN'T
ANSWER MY
QUESTION. HE
JUST SHRUGGED
HIS SHOULDERS
AND WALKED
AWAY.

[ CAUGHT THE NEXT
SHUTTLE AND GOT THE
HELL oUT OF THERE.




e B
o / - E CON'T LET THE INNOCLIOUS - SOUNDING NANE FOOL Yau --
,—-\ \

CARMILLA 15 QUITE POSSIBLY THE MOST DEADLY-
DANGEROUS PLACE IN THE WHOLE GODDANN GALAXY.

CARMILLIANG, YOU SEE, ARE YOUIR BASIC MONOSEXUAL B
THIS FLICKING CANNIBAL VAMPIRES -- WHICH MEANS THEY HUNT, =
”WB WAS RIPPING THE KILL, AND EAT EACH OTHER FOR THE COMBINED PLRPOSES
ELL —

OUT OF ME. D EX- OF REPROPLCTION, WOURISHMENT , AND COMPULSION,
PECTED THE FHYSICAL . > S -
DOWNGIDE -- | WwAS : ; ' 7

GETTING WEAKER ALL g aT g

EACH

FARED FOR, AND WHAT
MADE ME THINK (
WOLILDN'T MAKE IT",
PLUS, A BURNING NODE
F KUSPICION

ABoUT THIS WHOLE
DEAL WAS BEGIN-
NING TO LASER UP
auT OF MY sUB-
consclous,

MAKING ME
OISTINCTLY

UNEASY.

[ APV 1V )

AND tateLy-- [ o= : THEYVE MARKETED THEIR BELLIGERENCE TO THE
THE LAST FEW Ly ‘ REST OF THE GALAXY -- SUPPLYING, FOR A VERY
aane vears | I t STEEP PRICE, THE LEGS INGENIOUS AMONG LiG

THOU!
| OR 8O0--THEYVE | LS. - 2 WITH THE SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY OF GENOCIDE.
EXPANDED THEIR . ;

HORIZONG INTD ) J] E ‘)y'
d THE sPoRTNG, e 4

sarenneic, o " ¢ )

il V=N | = 2 M by

i

7,
)

-

4
COMMERGIAL
ASPECTS OF
KILLING AS WELL.

GuYs, en?

i,
.

\
\ THEIRS 1S A CommODITY FOR
WHICH DEMAND ALWAYS ouT-
STRIPS SUFPLY.

' --THEY po srow IS
YR A UNEGUALED Y

g -z or By
4 El 5 ‘mm




{ DONT THINK | COULO'VE

A\
BUT IT STILL WASN'T EXACTLY MY
1DEA OF A FAMILY PIaNIC .

THE BACK PART
WAS GONNA BE
A CHALLENGE .




oW ST

sa, OFF | weNr,
INTO THE WILP
0l o BLACI( ‘/aN

ik ‘ - \
'( ” ) : D HAD MyeEF A |
*,f*,“. ﬁ’almll A b e,

C'AW/LMN oK.

) You THINK MAVB€ / SHOULDA FORKED
OVER THE EXTRA DOUGH AND GOTTEN
THE ONE WITH THE 7WIN 50- ML/BERQ’




UNIDENTIFIED INTRUDER ! You ARE
APPROACHING A SECLIRED DEFENSE
PERIMETER.! PLEASE ALTER YOLIR

COURSE BEFORE A
1S TAKEN ! THIS WILL BE YOUR ONLY
e, WARNING !

UH, WHAT's
. '‘APPROPRIATE’? [~




GUESS | SHOULD WHIP OUT THE
ARSENAL, AND BE READY FOR WHAT-
EVER ELSE IS WAITING FOR ME....

OB B ot S P e

CAND/ASS BUTTS -PO

INARAR G i sl g
COMIN' T EAT YOUR FACES!

g




.JL.. ;"

= T R Y

TAKES MORE THAN
A MERE -- goP&/

'_.' FORCED © WHAT,
2 ' SCRAP-PILE?

ne 6




! CAUSE !
EAT STUFF
LIKE THIS FOR
BREAKFAST/

|

Hmm.. THE LAIR 4
OF THE BeAgT? V¢

L ERET Je

| CAN SEE THE : Ve ﬁ
LIGHT AT THE END [ L m—
OF THE TUNNEL ... Vi g sl i X %
R }F” »I Kb Ll 'ﬁ‘"‘
if UMl @b,
,,/': - birs
3 i -
. .
|
2 i}
3 NN
y o NN N
b/ . LN R
‘ By LN
= \‘ A
> “ )
-

i1

P R
1




AR

'RE NOT THE FIRST 0 SEEK ME
BUT | MUST SaY, You T00

&

DON'T LOOK : RERER
PLEASE, SIT HERE,

K ;
THE SHORTEST TIME OF ANY OF THEM ! AND JOIN ME IN A
PENETRATE MVTEEFEN?/ZJE SYSTEM, ! GANE OF CHESS--

=-1 FIND (T A STIMULATING OIVERSION,

AS WELL AS A USEFUL SUBLIMATING

OEVICE FOR THE VERY CONSIDERABLE
CARMILLAN ABBRESSIVE URGES .

CON'T WORRY, (T'S
ONLY CALVIN, MY
ROBO- SERVANT,

YOUR VISIT, |
STLL CONSIDER
POISONING A




RN 7 YEAH, THAT'S RIGHT, |
VYIHING AT Y ‘ WER NEOK RIPPIG BLogbe.
OU DON'T KNOW ANYTHIN - - -
}uf" ABoUT ME, 0O YOU 7 YES, | - E ‘ THIRSTY CARMILLAN WARLORD,
CAN TELL BY YOUR ve:z; aﬁav\\//'ar‘sz-r ; BUT You 655&"05/”‘5%
CONSTERNATION THAT € . SOM ere
THE LEAST BIT PREPARED FOR ‘ o
WHAT YoU WOULD ENCOUNTER ; bl
ONCE YOU'D GOTTEN HERE. RIGHTY | 2% A very conservATIVE )
. - OPENING GANBIT, MSR.\,
SHELDON. ’

‘ = 4 j e SIMPLY PUT, HT 1S MY AIM O WEAN
TRUE, | AM DIFFERENT FROM MY FEL- CARMILLANG F'mm THE PRACTICE OF CAN-

LOW CARMILLANG - - SAY THE LEADT. < NIBALISTIC FRATRICIDE -- FOLLY, GOME
THROUGH THE ACTION OF MY LIFE AND ¢ ) HAVE SAID, AS THAT HAS BECOME AS f
WORDS, | HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING TO ) 2 NATURAL T OUR LIVES AS BREATHING .

1 BRING ABOLIT A PROFOUNDLY RADICAL TR

SOCIETAL CHANGE . IT HASN'T BEEN F

EAGY, AND | HAVE BEEN A LESS THAN
POPULAR PUBLIC FIGURE BECAUSE OF IT. .

, MR, GHELDON

CHECKMATE
. FOLLOW ME AND Ll SHowW You
YES, | AM TRYING TO BRING PACIFISN) O A FUNDAMENTALLY THE ANGIWER TO -
ORY RACE. CONSEQ ;

A . UENTLY, I'VE BEEN VIEWED BY MANY AS THE
4 PURVEYOR OF NOT JUST AN UNPOPULAR [DEOLOGY, OF E

| PREAD DISEASE THAT, IF GIVEN HOLD, WOULD RIT THE VERY (ORE OF
OUR BEINGS-- AND NOT JUST THE AXNDATIONS OF OUR SICK SOdIETY.

BUT WHAT YOU'RE TRYING TO 0O HERE ISN'T
LIKE BREAKING A BAD HAB/IT-- YOU'RE TALKING
ABOUT BASIC BIOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS.

YOU OFFER AS ALTERNATIVES 2




COMING LIP WITH ALTERNATIVES
TO OUR ACCEPTED MODES OF

1 BEHAVIOUR 1S NOT AS DIFF(CULT B

[\ AS You MIGHT THINK, MSR.
SHELDON. SUCH PRACTICES =

i
3
|
|

EVOLVED OUT OF BASIC BIOLO-
1 G\CAL NEEDS, AND OUR PRIMI-
TWE TECHNOLOGY OF THE TIME
WAS NOT UP TO CHANNELING
OUR ORIVES IN A LEGS
; DESTRUCTIVE

THAT'S NOT TRUE ANYMORE -~
CLONING, EX-VITRO FERTILIZATION
TECHNOLOGY, AND CHEMICALLY
ACCELERATED GROWTH PROCESSES
HAVE ADVANCED B THE POINT WHERE
KILLING FOR FOOD AND GENETIC
TRANSFER 15 NO LONGER NECESSARY.

WHILE THE OLD GuY wAS
GETITING CARRIELC AwAY
WITH HIS GLICED TOUR,
et s e A
. 3 wAa (
ELECTRO-CHEMICAL BATHS.... )] 531 Veay oromiRaNe errecT
TR e ‘ | on me-- 1 was cerinG
K HUNGRY.

WHICH FOR A TYPICAL CARMILLAN, (&N'T NO, THE HLINGER DRIVE IN A CARMILLAN WORKS
AN URGE EASILY BATISFIED -~ You! can'r LIKE THE BLOOD-FRENZY OF A SEA-SHARK. IT I
JUST GOBBLE A CANDY BAR OR cAlL CUTE IN AND.OVER-RIDES ALL CoNGeloLs ;
OUT FOR 4 PIZZA HERE. - THOUGHT. IT MUST BE GATISFIED. IT ALLOWS
2 YoU NO CHOICE, | WAS TASTING BLOOD. |
COULD FEEL CONTROL SLIPPING AWAY.




B\ 'R 4

i SHIT. | WAS LOSING IT. |

S0 HOU GEE, MGR.
SHELOON, WITH THIS EQUIP-
MENT AND A MINIMUM OF
= BEHAVIOUR MOOIFICA'T\_‘SN
——"‘"""""""'___.' TO CONTROL SOME OF THE
I MORE EXTREME URGES.~

MY EARE WERE RINGING SO LOUD { CoULON'T
HEAR ANYTHING ELSE . ...
IR i s

~-AGE-OLD CARMILLAN

PATIERNS OF DEGTRUC-

TIVENESS AND BRUTALITY
COULD BE ARRESTED. IT'S
AVAZING THAT OUR ClIVIL-
1ZATION HAS ADVANCED
AS FAR AG IT HAG -~

--THINK OF THE POSSIBILITIES FOR LIS
== | IF WE WEREN“T GO PREOCCUPIED WITH
- KILLING EACH OTHER.

A my ooy roox
4 over. | wAs A
t| MERE PASSENGER.

B2 | You-- OH, | SEE. PARDON
] ! FaILeD 1© Nomce THAT

AND MY STOMACH , SCREAMING FOR
MEAT, HAD SEIZED LIFP INTO A FIST
OF Neep. ...

THAT WAS (T. | WAS GonNE. OVER THE EDGE.
AND HE WAS OFFERING ME HIS THROAT. . . .

MSR. SHELDON 7 ARE —

MY OWN PREOCCUPATION.

YOU WERE HAVING AN
= ATTACK.

- X

| THE TIME HAS
COME, HASN"T
1IT? WELL, |
SUPPOSE I'M




| 1T was Like waTcHiING some DISTANT, FLickernGg |1 T Bl & | 1 HEARD THE RIPPING AND TEARING SOUNDS, THE
| MOVIE. | FELT NOTHING, TASTED NOTHING. IT WAS o .| o man's oviNG SCREAMS, THE GREEDY SLURPIN

HAPPENING SOMEWHERE ELSE. | . \ OF My STARVED MOLTH. ..

SUDDENLY, | TAGTED THE | WA SICK, MY BODY HAD WHAT (T
BLOOD AND FLESH. FELT REVOLTED. WANTED, AND IT WASNY'T
THE TEXTLRE, THE BLICK- : MY THROAT ABOUT 10 GIVE 1T UF. MY
NESS OF IT OGN MY LIFS. F\ CONVULSED, “mmyssionN” wAas
AWARENESS OF m@-’_ﬁ : ACCOMPLISHED ,
/7.

WHAT 1I'D DONE .

Vi NOTHING
d CAME UP.




| HAD KILLED THE ONE PERSON WO
COULDVE MADE A DIFFERENCE aN THIS
FUCKED UP PLANET THAT WAS NO
COINCIDENCE , | FELT SURE. (| WASN'T
THE LEAST BIT HAPPY WITH MYSELF ABOUT
ALL THIS, BUT | WAS DAMNED IF | WAS
GONNA TAKE ANY OF THE BLANME, | HAD
DONE THAT T2 MYSELF FOR FAR TOO
LONG IN MY LIFE. THIS TIME, SOMEONE
ELSE WAS GONNA FAY. BUT RIGHT
THEN, ALL | WANTED WAS T GET THE
FUCK OUT OF THERE . ..

SORRY OLD MAN .
] YOU DIDN'T DESERVE &




RS PRSI Arilite ol £ ST

-

AND | FELT WORSE THAN | LOOKED,
£ OU AN BeLlEve THAT. THE THI mm/@
I MY EToAcEl e B
KING OF CaiTroat Macs o7 aoveo
FEEL IT BULGING DOWN THERE LIKE
E MUTENT MOVSTER HELL -KID
K/%NGWZ/O ANNOUNCE TS IMMINENT

sur THE ﬁlﬂ'rmless | FELT,
OF THE STRAIN THAT
7HN@ Pm' aY my Boy AS WELL
AS ALL THE CHANGING /’D HAD
2 0O--THE LATTER MADE
MANIFEST BY THE CARMILLAN
BLACK-AND - WHITE MODE My
BRAIN SEEMED T BE STILL
STUCK IN-- WAS /Vam/Mé‘
COMPARED 70 HOW PIGGED
OFF | WAS.

| WAS DAMNN TIRED OF BEING LISED,
AND EVEN WORSE, BEING KEPT IV THE
DARK ABOUT WHAT ( WAS BEING USED

Sacalll o

T WAS TIme
FOR SOME
ANSIWERS.




- /

LET THATOLD ZOVIBIE - FART , :
JUST TRY AND WEASEL HIS K
way aUT oF THIS.

'm SORRY, MER. SHELOON ,
BUT THE DIRECTOR 1S UNABLI
TO SPEAK WITH Yod AT THE
MOMENT. MaY | CONVEY A
MESSABE 7

YEAH, BOVE-BREATH,
YOU CAN CONVEY A MEGSAGE --
TELL 6 1 AT T TR M 1)

THAT 15 QUITE IMPOSSIBLE

I'M AFRAID. HE 16 UNDERGOIN

A RADICAL REJUVENATION PRO-

CEDURE AT THIB TIME, AND [5--

AS | SAID-- LINABLE O SPEAK
WITH You.

15 THERE A
WITH
YOUR ASSIGN -
MENT ?




! CUT THE LITTLE SHIT OFF. -
OBVIOUSLY; | WAS GOING TO GET
NOWHERE WITH HIM. | BRIEFLY
CONSIDERED CHLICKING THE.

WHOLE GIG -- | SURE WAS PISSED
ENOUGH -- BUT | REALIZED THAT'O
LEAVE ME NOWHERE . AT LEAST
IF | KEPT GOING, ("D HAVE A

CHANCE OF GETTING TO THE
BOTTOM OF IT. IF | SURVIVED.

LLGHIT ., I RIGKING MY AGS
HERE AND |’ BEGINNING TO REALIZE

g
THAT | DONFT KNOW WHAT ‘M RISKING T

THE PROBLEM, DOGFACE,
1S THIS WHOLE PAMN JOB.
IT STINKS LIKE HELL, AND
I'M DAVIN TRED OF NOT
KNOWING WHAT'S GOING ON.
| WANT THE TRL/TH ABOUT
THIS "ASGIGNMENT"
RIGHT NOW./

You'VE BEEN TOLD
EVERYTHING YOU NEED
To KNOW, MSR. SHELDON ! @

YOU NEEON'T WORRY
ABOUT 'THE REST.
LN 'Sy

(2 ~ N '

37 4 AND - - | GOTTA ADMIT (T-- (

‘ ? \ STILL HOPED THIG HAD SOME-

\ : THING TO o WITH LIFE

EXTENSION ... g

CALM YOURSELF, MER. SHELDON!
You ACCEPTED THIS ASSIGNMENT WITHOUT
REGISTERING A COMPLAINT, AND YOUR

OBLIGATION 16 O -~

| CALLED (IP THE DATA
THE NEXT FORM | HAD
TO ASSUNE .




oN MY LIST OF LEAST FAVORITE LIFE- FORMS,
BUGS ARE LIP THERE IN THE TOP FIVE. MAKE

THAT THE TOP TWD . THERE'S JUST SOMETHING
ABIUT A SEGMENTED BoDyY ANP LOTS OF

LEGS THAT GIVES ME THE CREEFS, | CAN'T
EXPLAIN IT. JUST INSTINCTIVE DISGUST, | GUESS.

S0, OF COURSE | HAD

70 BECONIE ONE OF THE

WIGGLY LITTLE THINGS,
RIGHT 7

AND, SWALLOWING MY WILLIES, | ANSIWERED |
THE HIVE -MAIDENS’ SIREN CALL -- OR, MORE |
PROPERLY, SQUEAKS AND BUZZES, AS BUGS
COMMUNICATE THROUGH A COMBINATION OF
BODY MOVEMENTS, HIGH-PITCHED WHINES,
AND WING - GENERATED HUMS. KINDA LIKE
SOMEBODY TRYING TO TELL A STORY BY TAP
DANCING AND PLAYING A KAZOO. GOOFY,
BUT | GUESS IT GETS THE JOB PONE.

THE PLACE WASN'T A PLANET, REALLY -- MORE A
CONGLOMERATION OF HIVES CLUMPED TOGETHER TO
FORM A WORLD. SOCIO - POLITICALLY, IT WAS A LOOSE
CONFEDERATION OF FELPAL CITY-STATES THAT HAD AS
LITTLE TO Bo WITH EACH OTHER AS THEY CouLp GET
AWAY WITH. MAIN OCCLPATION WAS KEEPING EACH
HIVE'S QUEEN FAT, WARM, ANC HAPPY. MY JOB WAS
TO PENETRATE ONE OF SAIP QUEEN'S BOUDOIRS AND
HELP MYSELF TO SEVERAL MOUTHFULS OF THE GooPY
NECTAR BREWED UP SPECIAL FOR THE OLD GIRL'S
PELECTATION.

WHICH PROMISED, NO DOUBT,

TO BE YET ANOTHER FALATE -
PLEASING PREFARATION, WHICH
THIG "ASSIGNMENT" SEEMED

TO HAVE NO END OF. | coULDPN'T
WAIT TO TASTE IT.




7HE H/V WAS CRAWLING WITH DRONES ‘ ~

e G EVERYWHERE W seevce OF THE ‘ , THE CROWD RENMINDED ME
LaaL FA-rLApys WHIMS, mkaegof THE | =T OF AN INTERZONE coNDam
INDUSTRIOUS LITTLE BUGGERS WERE | i GIVE-AWAY. | Dselosa (2
FLEEING THE PREMISES ON POLLEN-HUNTS, | : JOIN T AND SCOPE THE
%%g@ BACK LATER WITH POUCHES \ PLACE ouT.

AT THE mamem‘, IT LOOKED
LIKE THE FLEET WAS Y-~
DRONES WERE LINEC UP BY
THE THOUSAND, WAITING
FOR THEIR TURN TO SQ usaé
THEIR BUL BUG-

INTO THE Hi Havcwm’s
FEEDING TROUGH.

DRONES, BEING SINGLE M/NDED BEASTS

OF RATHER LIMITED MENTAL ABILITIES
LACK THE NELIRAL SOFTWARE REQUIRED TO
CONVCENTRATE ON MORE THAN ONE W//ég

THE BUG-JLUICE TANK APPEARED w =3
REACHING TS HIGH WATER MARK. THAT
MEANT ALL THE WORKER ANTS WOULD

BE HITTING THE HAY ANY MINUTE NOW.
| DECIDED TO BIDE M‘/ TIME AND COME

BACK LATER FOR MY BREW - SLURPING,
WHEN THINGS wouw Be LESS HECTIC.




I WAS STILL HAVING A
HELLUVA TIME GETTING THE

HANG OF THIE DAMN INsecT | . O ' ¥ /) Vil ¢ ;s ‘
) B i { NOW WHY DID | JUST
: / L \ Teire S KNOW THAT WAS GOVNA |
; ! ' /i e | | HAPPEN ? i
j ] 3

BLIMP-LIKE THORAX, IT WAS
A WONPER | QOULD EVEN
TAKE TWO CONSECUTIVE
STEFPS WITHOUT FALLING FLAT
ON MY BUG-mMUG .

SLIRPRISE! IT GOES DOWN
FASTER THAN A LALALIAN ON
STEROIDS /

AT LEAST BUGS HAVE
BETTER TASTE IN GAOP
5 THAN FIeH /!

WONDER IF THIS L
WADING FPOOL HAS




YEAH , WELL SORRY
TO EAT AND RUN LIKE
THIS, BUT I'M SURE
YoU UNDERSTAND....

OH, GREAT/ | HAD POPPE!
THROUGH THE FEEDING SAC
MEMBRANE INTO THE OLD
BRoAD'S LAP/

Hl THERE , QUEENIE --
HOPE | DIDN'T WAKE
Yyou.

=

SPOKE TOO
S00N, | GUEZS.

NO NEED TO SEE ME
TO THE DOOR-- | KNOW




UH OH, LOOKS LIKE THE
WHOLE DAMN HIVE IS
ABOUT O GET INTO THE

HONEST-- THERE'S
NO NEED FOR ALL
THIS FUSS /




THINGS WERE LOOKING PRETTY
GRIM. | FELT LIKE | WAS STUCK
IN SOME HORRIBLE NIGHTMARE

"‘

4 B

W ' ™ e £ :
f [ DIDN'T KNOW WHAT WAS GONVNA ME IN
" | ERST-- 7HE INDIGESTION OR THE PISSED- OFF
,fl W7 | BUZZING' SWARM NIPPING AT MY CHITINOUS BUTT.
e 4 !
]

ALL IN A DAY'S
WORK, EH ?




ONCE UP ON THE HIVE -WORLD'S SURFACE ,
IT WAS ONLY A SHORT FLAP TO MY NEXT
DESTINATION -- THE HUGE PLANET LOOMING
OVER ME THAT SERVED AS THE BUGS '
ENTRY-PORT TO THE INTERZONE .

AS | USED MY WINGS MORE, AND GOT

usep ™ Em, | SAN HOW-- IF | SOMEHON

GIT STUCK (N THIS BUG FOR -- | COU

GROW QUITE FOND OF THE THINGS., /T MAKEQ

FLEEING A DEATH-HUNGRY moa S50 MUCH

EA;/ER, AND GOD KkNOWS 1I'D BEEN DOING
A LOT OF THAT/




JUST IN TIME -~ A CROWD OF INTERZONE -
BOUND FUN - GEEKERS TO LOSE MYSELF IN.

YEAH , SO THEY WEREN'T A PARTICULARLY THERE WAS PLENTY OF TIME FOR
ATTRACTIVE BUNCH OF BEINGS, BUT-- THAT PARTICULARLY DEFPRESSING
HEY -- WAS | COMPLAINING 7 IT WAS it ACTIVITY LATERON.. ...
CAMOUFLAGE | WAS LOOKING FOR, Pla

NOT AN AESTHETICALLY PLEAGING LIFE-FPAL.

RIGHT NOwW, JUST A COUPLE OF

SHORT STEFPS SEFARATED ME FROM

EITHER A CRUSHED -BUG FUTURE, OR

THE MUCH MORE PREFERABLE ONE AS 5

HAPPIER-THAN - SHIT, JOB-WELL-CONE, MY DOGGED PLURSUERS APPEARED

BACK - IN-FLEXIBLE -FLESH SHELCON. TO HAVE GOTTEN LOST IN THE
SHUFFLE. SWELL. | WAS BEGINNING
T SMELL THE INTERZONE'S WONPERFUL
FART- CLOUC ATMOSPHERE - -ONVE S0
TASTY YoU HAD TO WEAR AN AIRTIGHT
MASK TO KEEP IT OUT OF YOUR MOUTH.

(W'

LIKE DORITHY SAID, "
PLACE LIKE HOME " EH 7

$ NG g




GOT THROUGH THE GATES WITH NO PROBLEM,
S| AND DLICKED INTO THE FIRST UNOCCLIPIEC
\ ALLEY | COULD FIND. THE DRONE -BoYSs WERE
STILL OUT THERE LOOKING FOR ME, S0 |
FIGURED THE TIME WAS RIGHT FOR A LITTLE
CHANGE OF APPEARANCE .

EVEN THOUGH My ABDOMEN
ALREADY

FELT SWOLLEN TO IT5
INFLEXIBLE SKIN'S

STRETCHI
OUT LIMITS, IT KEPT GETTING

BIGGER .

7

o st il

I

N\ g

IT WAS HURTING LIKE HELL -~
AND PUFFED-UP ENOUGH TO BLRST.




AND THEN | SPLIT OPEN LIKE A
VICE- SQUEEZED OVER-RIFPE
CANTALOU

GUTS ALL OVER THE ALLEY.

A

SOMETHING ELSE CAVE OUT
OF ME AS WELL : A GLIGTENING
BLOB-THING, DRIFPING WITH
BLoor ANp BUG - PARTS, LOOKING
AT ME WITH THESE HLIGE BULGING
EYES -- EYES THAT WEREN'T
SAYING "MAMA."

LIKE THE FACT THAT /|
WAS IY PIECES, AND
ONLY BARELY ALIVE.

% N

BEFORE | COULD SNUFF [T AS

A BUG, | PULLED THE SCATTEREC
PIECES THAT WERE LEFT OF ME
TOGETHER . DRAWING ON THE
SCANT ENERGY RESOURCES THAT
| CouLD STILL SCRAPE UP, [
WILLED THE METAMORPHOSIS
BACK INTO MY NATLRAL FORM
TO BEGIN.

| DION'T KNOW WHAT THE HELL TO
MAKE OF IT, BUT | HAD OTHER - -
MORE PRESSING -- MATTERS TO

s | DEAL WITH AT FRESENT...




! STILL FELT LIKE SHIT WHEN | WOKE UF, BUT AT LEAST | WAS ME AGAIN .

»

EVERYTHING CANE

T 00K A REALLY LONG = %
TIME FOR ME TO COME AROUND. . . . i
i . o :
y 2 o $ \
INTO FocUS SLOWLY

o ' ¥ : ) S
‘s’ 77 o 8 , e
; : y y o » i ./ ...l LookeD

AROUND FOR THE

BLOB. IT WAS GoNe
BUT IT'D LEFT ITS

; > -
« A “\Y£ ~3 = ; MARK
. ' (! .
) A —_

-

IT WAS CARNAGE LIKE I'D NEVER
SEEN. LIKE NOBODY'D EVER
SEEN, | SUSPECTED.

SUCDENLY, IT ALL
BECAME CLEAR TO
ME , JUMPING FULLY
FORMED INTO MY
FOREBRAIN. FINALLY
! KNEW WHAT THE
SCORE WAS -~
FINALLY.




THE BIG
REVELATION 7
THE BLOB-THING
THAT I'D JUST
GIVEN BIRTH TO
WAS -- DEAD
oBvIoUS T ME NOW--
A PIECE OF KILLER
BIOTECH. THAT "LIFE-PROLONGING "
JIVE THE DIRECTOR HAD HANDED ME
WAS ONE HUGE FREIGHTER-LOAD OF
BULLSHIT, CALCULATED TO INSURE MY
EAGER COOPERATION. YEAH, IT WAS ALL
REAL CLEAR TO ME NOW. | HAD BEEN
PLAYED FOR A PRIME SUCKER --MANIPU-
LATED SO THAT | WoULD SURREPTITIOUSLY
ASSEMBLE A LIVING WEAPoN THAT THE
CORPORATE WARLORDS OF COCA-FARBEN
DIDN'T WANT T& BE OFFICIALLY ASSOCIATED
WITH. ME AND MY WONDERFLL "TALENT”
CAME MADE-TO-ORDER FOR THEIR VEEDS.
ALL THEY HAD TO DO WAS PUSH MY
BUTTONS - - WERE MY WEAKNESSES
REALLY THAT OBVIous 7-- AND
! WAS OFF AND RUNNING .

IT TOOK ME A FEW SECONPS TO
GET OVER MY INITIAL SHOCK AND
OUTRAGE . . . AND TO SHIFT THE

AND ALL | HAD TO DO WAS LOOK
AROUND TO SEE WHAT THAT MEANT.

! WAS AT A DEAD LOSS FOR WHAT 1O LO.

BRUNT OF mY ANGER AWAY FROM

WHAT REALLY BURNED MY ASS
ABoOUT THIS WAS THAT I'D JUST
LOOSER THE FUCKING THING ON
THE INTERZONE. IT WAS A SEN-
TIENT VECTOR OF DESTRUCTION,
TOTALLY OUT OF ANYONE'S Con-

TROL.

T WAS UP O ME TO NEUTRALIZE THIS
THING, AND | KINEW THAT IN MY CUR-

RENT FORM | WAS PRETTY HELPLESS.
THE ANSWER THEN, WAS OBVIoUS. .. .

ot 1 5 , 175 USUAL PRIMARY TARGET --
F & . | MYseLF (A BAD HABIT (VE YET

( O BREAK ) - - AND TOWARLD THE
BASTARDS INMHO REALLY DESERVED
IT. ONCE | DID THAT, THE PIECES
STARTED COMING TOGETHER IN MY
HEAD. PRETTY Soon, | KNEW

WHAT | HAD TO ro.

IT TAKES A BLOB TO
eh?

| GOT DowN TO BUSINESS. ...




Y0-HO-HO, A
BLOBBING WE
witL Go....

ORIENTATION TO THIS - -ER, UNUSUAL BODY -FORM
TOOK SOME TIME. | HAD TO GET LIGED TO MY RATHER
FLIMSY BLOB-BRAIN -- WHICH ITBELF REQUIRED A
COLIPLE OF SECONDS TO FIND -- AND THE WACKY
INPUT IT RECEIVED FROM A COVGTANTLY CHANGING
CONFIGLRATION OF SENSORY ORSANG .

FIGURES THE GUY WOULD HEAD
STRAIGHT FOR THE NEAREST SEWER!

! MEAN ,
TALK ABOUT

ROVING EvES!

BUT ONCE [ GAT THAT TRICK DOWN, BEING A
BLo8 wAs A 5NW

IN FACT, IT WOoULD'VE
BEEN FUN IF NOT FOR
THE LINSIGHTLY AND
UNSANITARY SLIME-
TRAIL MY BIG GELATI-
NoUS BopY LEFT
BEHIND I'T. WHICH
ACTUALLY TURNED oUT
TO BE RATHER HANDY,
AS IT GAVE ME A REAL
OBVIOUS -~ [F SMELLY -~
WAY TO TRACK My
QUARRY.

e
~-

_

WELL, | GUESS IT'S
"WHEN IN ROME" TIME. .

Yow ! THAT
TICKLES /



THE (NTERZONE, BEING A PROPIGIOUS WASTE -
PRODUCING ENTITY, HAS AN EXTENSIVE GAR-
BAGE DISPOSAL/ TREATMENT /RECYCLING
SYSTEM. HUGE SEWER-LIKE DUCTS HONEY-
ComB THE MEGA-STRUCTURE , SUCKING IN
ALL THE VARIOUS UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCES
AND DISCARDED OBJECTS YOUR TYPICAL
GALAXY- SPANNING POoST- INDUSTRIAL CIVILI-
ZATION SPEWS OUT, TRANSPORTING [T ALL
TO A VAST CENTRAL PROCESSING FACILITY.

e TR Y
A\t ¥

E TRAIL WAS LAIC oUT |5
CLEARLY BEFORE ME

My BLOB-BABY WAS MAKING
1T WAY THROUGH THE SEWERS,
IN A SEEMINGLY RANCOM
FASHION, BUT DEFINITELY BOUND
FOR THE INTERZONE'S GREAT
COSMIC CESSPOOL --THE ULTIMATE
DESTINATION FOR EVERYTHING IN
THIS HELL- ON-EARTH .

| FoLLOwWED IT.







THE INTERZONE'S
JUNKYARD --THE
HOLE: WHERE
TECHNO-VULTUIRES
COME TO FEED OV
A GLUTTONOUS
SOCIETY'S RICH
CAST-OFFS; A
SCRAP-HEAP
SHANTY -TOWN
OF PLANETARY
PROPORTIONS,
HOME To
SCAVENGING
MILLIONS
SWARMING LIKE
S0 MANY
COCKROACHES
ON A PILE OF
MEAL - CRUMBS .




INSIDE THE SUN-SIZED HOLLOW
SPHERE (S A A SARGASSO OF
TRASH, RALLING INTO THE
VORTEX OBLIVION OF A BLACK
HOLE'S GRAVITATIONAL EMBRACE.

HERE, DURING THE SLow TUMBLE
INTO THE MAW OF THE LILTIMATE
MFPACTER , ALL SOLIC
JECTE ARE STRIPPED OF ANY
ABLE FARTS By THE HOLE'S
HORDE OF PIRANHA -LIKE
INHABITANTS.

AND HERE, TOO, WAS MY GUY --
SITTING STATIONARY OUT THERE
O THE RIVER OF REFLISE, (IKE
SOME ERRANT KID WAITING TO BE
SCOOPED UP BY HIS WORRIED
MOTHER







| MOVED IN FOR THE
SNATC

-- HOPPING FROM ONE
FLOATING CHUNK OF
DEBRIS TO ANOTHER .

BUT THE BAD 6UY WAS
BULKING UP EVEN FASTER--

DOUBLING HIS MASS BEFORE
my EYES.

EACH MOVE FED ME
A BIT, WHICH ADDED
TO MY BULK.

1’0 HAVE TO GRAB HIS
BUTT FAST IF | WAS TO
GET HIM BEFORE THE
BIG SEWER-SUCKER OID.

AND INCREASED SIZE MEANT
HE'D FEEL THE BLACK HOLE'S
GRAVITATIONAL YANK QUICKER
THAN | WOULD, AND HAVE
LESS ABILITY TO ELUDE IT.




THE BIG SLIME-BAG
D ME OUT BY MAKING
E FIRST MOVE.

"(l;!llf’/l' »

(

--TRYING TO
GET AWAY.

HE cAmE
AFTER ME.




BUT HIS BULBoUS BABY-FAT BETRAYED HIM.

THE POOR PIECE OF PROTOPLASM
GOT HIS ASS SUCKED UP BY THE
BLACK HOLE LIKE SPILLED

BLOOD BY A PRACULA SPONGE .

BUT BEFORE HE COULD GET Cam-
PLETELY SWALLOWED, | TOOK MY
PIECE OUT OF HIM AND GOBBLED
1T 1T WoULD BE SUFFICIENT FOR
WHAT | HAD (N MIND.

| WATCHED THE FOUL
THING DISAPPEAR .

(T WAS THE SINELLEST
THING 1D SEEN IN WEEKS.




s

... AND MY CRACKERJACKS
PRIZE WAS STOWED SAFELY
INSIDE ME, | AMOEBAED
THROUGH THE JUNK-SPRAWL
TOWARD THE NEAREST EXIT.

my "assIGNMENT
MIGHT BE HISTORY,
BuT | STiLL HAD
ONE TINY BIT OF
UNFINIGHED BUSI -
NESS LEFT TO
ATTEND TO....




NOW | WAS
REAPY TO TIE

SHELDON HERE, YOUR
RUTHLESSNESS - - |'VE GOT SOME
GOOD NEWS FOR BOTH OF US. I'VE
COMPLETED THE JOB.

WHY, THAT'S
/ WONDERFUL
MGSR. SHELDON !/

FIRST, BUZZ THE
DIRECTOR S
PRIVATE LINE....

WELL DELAY NO FURTHER,
Y DEAR/ | AWAIT YOUR AR-
RIVAL WITH EAGERNESS !

'CAUSE | GOT ALL
KINOS OF GURPRIGES WAITING
IN MY BULGING BELLY FOR You.

Yyou GOT (T, BIG GUY--
ILL BE THERE QUICKER THAN
IT TAKES YOU 1O GET YOUR
. ANNUAL HARD-ON.

JUST MAKE SURE You
DON'T DIE OF EXCITEMENT
BEFORE | GET THERE....




HOPE THE PIG'S WEARING
HIS DROOL CUP-- HE'S READY
TO SLOBBER ALL OVER THE

PLACE .

WELL, |'VE GOT SoME-
THING ELSE HERE YOU
MIGHT APPRECIATE ,

YOUR VIRILENESS....

| HIT MY INTERNAL

TRIGGER , AND (AUNCHED.
POy

THE MINI/-BLOE WEA)
STRAIGHT AT THE OLD
FUCKER'S FACE .

COME RIGHT IN, MSR. SHELOON /
IT'S GOOD To SEE You LOOKING €0
WELL AFTER SUCH AN ARDLIOUS
GSGIGAI:\AMENF woun_Jo Y0U CARE T-r?
IN ME (N THE REJUV-BATH 7 ITS )
EXTREMELY REFRESHING . | THINK | MIGHT JUuST
e DO THAT, YOUR DECREPITUIDE.
| COULD USE A LITTLE PICK-
ME UP RIGHT ABOUT NOW,

WELL, JUST
E YOUR
CLOTHES AND

P RIGHT IN/
s BE WITH YOU IN A
JIFFY, HOT STUFF.

= |5 THAT A FAUCET
Y/ IN YOUR BATHTUB OR
ARE YoU JUST GLaD
TO SEE ME 7

You NEEON'T BE FLIP,
SR. SHELOON. You ARE

N
THERE (5 STILL ENOUGH
LIFE LEFT IN MY OLD
BODY TO APPRECIATE
THAT.

/

Wﬁﬂﬁfvf—iﬁ (LK

AS 00N AS IT WAS CLEAR OF
ME, | SEALED THE EXIT WOUND,
AVe gaTBACKToWA’rcw THE
CARNAGE .
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T WAS A GRUESOME SIGHT-- ‘ R, it

e oty e (NN el
4 / ar " \ “ =

SPECIAL TAPE YOL KEEP IN THE e

ARCHIVES , RUNNING IT OVER A B DION'T EVEN HAVE e
AND OVER AGAIN ON 6.0-MO. o J) TIME TO SCREAM A

PENING. HE WAS LUNCH-
MEAT WITHIN
MILLISECONDS.

BLOOD, VISCERA GLOBS, ANC

BOYE CHIPS SPRAYED EVERY-

WHERE As THE RAVENOUS

JELLY- BAG WOOFED DOowWN
HIS DINNER.

BUT THE METHUSELAH -MIST --WHICH oBviousLyY
NOZZLES KEPT DOosSING THE WAgS THE EQUIVALENT
GLOOPY REMAINE WITH OF SULPHURIC AciP
WUTRIENT SPRAY -- 7O THE UNLAMENTED
BLoB. cfir LA VIE,
&l
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How CONVENIENT FOR ME --
BOTH DIRECTOR AND BLOB
DISPOSED OF WITH A MINIMUM
OF EFFORT, AND on TOP OF
THAT, ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN
THE EASY-TO- CLEAN CONFINES
OF THE EXECUTIVE HOT TUB/
WHO couLD ASK FOR ANY-
THING MORE 7

SRt T i
SHAME ABOUT THE FINALITY OF IT, THOUGH - - WOLILDA
BEEN INTERESTING TO SUBJECT THE BLOB TO MORE
EXTENSIVE FIELD TESTING. MAYBE SOMETHING
COULDA BEEN DONE ABOUT TS UNFORTUNATE ALLER-
GIC REACTION TO THE METHUSELAH - MIST.

SOME OTHER LIFETIME , | GLESS.
AND SOME OTHER SUCKER ....

PON'T LoOOK

S0 MG, MSR
SHELDON ...




CAN THE
&AB, NUTT, |
T lEl, You MAY BE STROLLING
: N LIFE, A -
NO DOUBT You'Re VERY PROUD 1 A MAN FRIEND, BUT PON'T
Pl OF YOURSELF. THINK YOU'VE A- i i v FLATTER YOURSELF BY
N CHIEVED SOMETHING WITH THAT | : THINKING THAT YOUR
LITTLE DISPLAY You PUT ON7 $ £ ELIMINATION OF ONE AGING
! FIGUREHEAD WILL HAVE
ANY EFFECT ON THE Bl6

You cAN
TAKE MY WORD
FOR [T--IT

[ LET THE POMPOUS LITTLE PUP- SQUEAK
RATTLE ON. | DIDN'T HAVE THE ENERGY
TO TELL HIM | COULDN'T HAVE GIVEN THE
9(,/6#7‘597’ 5H/T ABOUT HIS "BIG PICTURE".

COCA-FARBEN 1S AN
EXTREMELY POWERFLUL ECONOMIC THE LITTLE HYDRANT-HOSER WAS
AND POLITICAL ENTITY, MSR. ON A ROLL. | LET ITM GO. SOONER
SHELDON, ONE THAT'S DEEPLY EN- OR LATER HE'D RUN OUT OF JUICE,
TRENCHED WITHIN THE FABRIC oF

THE INTERZONE. ACCELERATING
EXECUTIVE SUCCESSION IN THE
%WNN;/?GYOLJ %{7 WILL CHANGE
OTHING . IN THIS ORGANIZATION,
PERSONNEL ONLY EFFECT POLICY, JES, JoU maY Have
THEY DONT DETERMINE IT. PRONPTED ONE EARLY
RETIREMENT AND REMOVED
A PRODUCT PROTOTYPe FROM
PRE-MARKET TESTING -- BUT
THAT (S ONLY A MERE SFEED-
BUMP ON THE HIGHWAY OF
COCA - FARBEN'S CORPORATE
MOMENTUM .

NEW PROTOTYPE WILL
A Be DEVELOPEC, WITH YoU
OR WITHOUT Yo . THE
PROJECT WILL CONTINUE.
TS SUCCESS 1S NOT CON-

TINGENT UPON YOUR
PARTICIPATION .

YEAH, JUST LIKE THIS

CONV/ERSATION, ROBO -
RUNT. | MAY BE A PATSY,
BUT | AIN'T STUPID.

"



NO, EVEN ("M NOT OUMB ENOUGH TO THINK | CAN STOP A
PLANET - CRUSHING BEHEMOTH LIKE COCA-FARBEN ON |15
QUEST FOR MARKET SUPREMACY, MERELY BY KILLING
ONE TOOL AND SLOWING DEVELOPMENT OF ANOTHER.

THINGS ARE FAR
MORE COMPLEX,
AND FAR MORE
DIFFICULT TO
AFFECT. THAT'S
ONE THING THAT
I'VE LEARNED.

I HAD NO WAY OF KNOWING, EXCEPT TO WAIT
AND seE. BUT ('D DoNE MY BIT, AND FELT
PRETTY GOoD ABOUT IT.

PARDON ME , PROSPECTIVE
PATIENT. | HAVE BEEN PRO-
BGRANMWED TO ADMINISTER
You A COMPLETE MEDICAL
EXAMINATION. MAY | PRO-
CEED TO ATTACH MY DIAG-
NOSTIC PEVICES ?

BE MY gueST )

WELL, HUMAN FEMALE PATIENT, | AM QUIITE HAPPY
TO INFORM YOU THAT You ARE (N EXCELLENT PHY-
SICAL CONDITION. ADDITIONALLY -- AND BEYOND

MY LIMITED NEURAL CAPACITY TO EXPLAIN OR UN-

PERSTAND - - YOoU HAVE UN- WHAT'S

DERGONE A SUBSTANTIAL ‘
SHSTEMIC CHEMICAL CHANGE
SOMETINE SINCE YOUR LAST
RECORDED MEDICAL
EXAMINATION .

IT_MEANS, MADAM, THAT
CERTAIN CELLULAR [DIOSYN-
CRACIES |NDICATED BY PRE-
VIOUS DIAGNOSTIC DATA

HAVE BEEN CORRECTED,

BUT ('VE ALSO LEARNED THAT ONE PERSON
MAKING GEEMINGLY FUTILE EFFORTS CAN [
CHANGE SOME THINGS -- SOMETIMES ONLY ~
/NF/N/YEQ/MALL‘/ SOMETIMES TREMEN - [

sLY. AND */OU AN VEVER KNow
BEFOREI-MND WHAT KIND OF AN EFFECT You
MIGHT HAVE .

WHICH MEANS, THERE'S
NO EXCUSE FOR YOT
TRYING. WHO KNOWS
WHAT WoULD HAPPEN
AS A RESULT OF WHAT
1 DID TODAY 7 MAYBE
COCA - FARBEN 'S SEN -
TIENT WEAPON PRO-
JECT WILL DI
MAY THE WHOLE
FUCKING COMPANY
WILL CRUMBLE .

WHILE THE DOC-BOT DID HIS STUFF, | MULLED
OVER MY FUTURE PROSPECTS. WHICH OF COURSE,
ANOUNTED TO ZILCH. OONSIDERING WHAT 1'D BEEN
THROUGH , | FELT EEMAPKABLV émp--mvs/cmw,
THAT (S . BUT MENTALLY 7 QUITE ANOTHER KETTLE
FISH. | DIDN'T THINK I'D BE DOING ANY MORE
CHANGE -FOR-HIRE GIGS, THAT 'S FOR SURE. TIME
TO PURSUE SOMETHING A LITTLE MORE SPIRITUALLY
REWARDING .

[ WAS STUNNED.
AFTER THE INITIAL
WNUMBNESS, /
FELT A GROWING,
WARMING RELIEF.
BEFORE | KINEW
17, | WAS GRIN-
NING LIKE A
SHITHEAD. MAYBE
THINGS WEREN'T
50 BﬁlgLAFYER




BUT A LOOK OUT THE
WINDOW AT THE AG-
GRESSIVE SICKNESS
OF THE INTERZONE
QooLep ME RIGHT
DOwWN. THE PLACE
CAN HAVE THAT EF-
FecT ON You . IT
JUST DOESN'T LET
You cer Too HAPPY.

UNFORTUNATELY, I'T'S ALSO THE ONLY
PLACE IN THE GALAXY WHERE | CAN
FEEL COMFORTABLE -- EVEN IF | O
HATE EVERY CUBIC INCH OF IT.

A
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[ WAS NOT AT
ALL PREFPARED
FOR WHAT [

WOULD GET. ...

- - INFORMED SOURCES ON HAPPYWORLD 24Y THE

REVOLT 1S BEING LED BY ONE FOWLER DIX, AN

LUNEMPLOYED ITINERANT STORE CLERK AND SOME-

TIME WRITER. AUTHORITIES THERE DON'T TAKE

THE THREAT ROSED BY DIX AND HIS FOLLOWERS
100 SERIOUSLY, BUT--

: -'m?!" :




--THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTG OF WIDE -
SPREAD RIOTING, STRIKES, AND CALLS FOR Y
NEW, LINREGULATED ELECTIONS. HAPPYWORLD FOWLER DIX HIMSELF REMAINS
AUTHORITIES WOULDN'T COMMENT ON WHAT LINAVAILABLE TO ZONE-NET CAMERAS,
IT WAS THAT TRIGGERED THE UNREST, BUT THOUGH WE DO EXPECT TO HAVE AN
LINCONFIRMED REPORTS INDICATE REVELATIONS INTERVIEW WITH THE INSLIRGENT
OF A MULTI- PLANET SCANDAL THAT THREATENS LEADER FOR YOU SHORTLY. STAY
TO TOPPLE THE PREVIOUSLY SECLRE HAPPY- TUNED FOR=-

WORLD APMINISTRATION.

- THIS UNFORSEEN BIT OF NEWS
FOWLER! | CAN'T BELIEVE (T HE'S ) N R ik INTRODUCED A WHOLE NEW AR-
USING WHAT WE FOUND AT THAT 1 RAY OF ELEMENTS INTO MY
FACTORY TO GET RID OF THE BIG GUY/ ) ALREADY COMPLICATED LIFE-
WARYBE HE'S NOT SUCH A WIMPY ~ EQUATION. BUT HELL, WHAT
BASTARD AFTER ALL ... : GOOD 1S LIFE IF IT AIN'T.
COMPLICATED, eh 7

8 I

HADN'T | JUST-- NOT MINUTES EARLIER -- WOULDN'T IT BE WORTH THE
BEEN CONTEMPLATING THE GRIM PROSPECTS SHOT 7 SHOULDN'T | AT LEAST
OF AN emMPTY, JOYLESS FUTLRE 7 WAS THIS TRY 7 NO EXCUSES, SHELDON... .
NOT THE ANSIWER TO MY WHINING 7 (‘D NEVER S &
HELPED TOPPLE A HATEFUL GOVERNMENT BE- ;
FORE -- |T SOUNPED LIKE IT COULD BE FUNV,
AND JUST THE SPIRITUALLY REWARDING SORT

OF THING | NEEDED.

AND [F, AT THE SAME
TIME, SOMETHING EVEN
MORE SPIRITUALLY RE -
WARDING SHOULD DE -
VELOP BETWEEN ME
AND FOWLER. ...




YEAH, NO EXCUSES ||
You EMOTIONAL |
COWARD.

| REPROGRAMMED THE AIRCAR
FOR MYy VEW DESTINATION. ONE
HAPPY WORLD WAS ABOUT To
Become ove CHAOTIC WORLD,
AND | WAS ONLY TDO PLEASED
70 FARTICIPATE IN TS ROCKY
TRANSFORMATION.

IT WAS ABOUT TIME SoME- |
THING OTHER THAN ME Dip 8
THE CHANGING AROUND HERE.
LET'S SEE How BIG MACHO
FOWLER HANDLES THAT.. .-
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